
 

 

Parent / Carer Bulletin 
Care • Inspire • Succeed 

 

 
             Week Commencing 6th February 2023 

 
 

Headteacher’s Update 
 

Dear All 
 

I hope that the industrial action this week did not impact too significantly on you. Having been in school 
on Wednesday, it was the right decision to close to Years 7 to 11 as I would not have had enough staff. 
We were able to offer some lessons to post 16 students and those vulnerable students who attended. If 
there is further action, we will be running a similar model but we will confirm arrangements as and when 
it happens. 
 

Just a reminder about the Year 9 Subject Evening which will be an excellent opportunity to listen to 
subject staff talk about suitability for the options process so please do make sure you book appointments 
 

I had the privilege of meeting 2 of the amazing staff from The Hub in Bradford on Avon. They were keen 
for me to know more about the services that they offer and how best they can promote their services. 
They don’t just provide food parcels (although they do this really well!) as they also offer debt advice and 
benefits advice. The centre has computers in for public use as well as being a warm space  
 

What I didn’t realise is that it is entirely possible to attend The Hub and request a food parcel without 
needing to prove anything (although this would not possible for someone to do all the time). It occurred 
to me that even just one parcel a month could make a significant difference to a family income – each 
parcel would feed a family for 3 days and is valued at about £20. They also deliver with the aid of 
volunteers. 
 

Their flyer is below if you wanted more information 
 

Mr Farrer 
 

WEEK B CALENDAR 

   Monday 6th February • GCSE Dance Exam 9:05am – 11:00am 

• Y7 Football Away (Swindon) 1:50pm – 6:00pm; 

• Y10 DofE Bronze Expedition Briefing 3:15pm – 5:30pm  

Tuesday 7th February • Y10 – Y13 Online Seminar 12:30pm – 1:30pm 
  Wednesday 8th February • Y12 Reports Issued 

• Y11/Y13 Scripted Exams 8:35am – 3:00pm 

• Y7 – Y10 Dance Festival from 3:00pm (Bath Forum) 

• GCSE PE & A Level Parents Evening 6:00pm – 7:30pm 
  Thursday 9th February • SCHOOL CLOSES TO STUDENTS AT 1:30PM 

• Y9 GCHQ Careers Talk 10:30am – 12:30pm 

• Y9 Subject Consultations 2:30pm – 7:30pm (Online) 

   



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 Collective Worship Term 3: Prudence 
 

May we be able to gather more wisdom, so that we may apply our knowledge to the world.   
 

We hope to not just be aware of injustice, but to know how we may change unfair situations.   
 

May we be disciplined enough to make good choices that make our lives richer.  We know to it 
takes practice to become better human beings.   
 

We hope that we are given opportunities to live life in all its fullness. 
 

Let us be careful to not waste the talents, so that we can make the world better.  
  

 

From: Mrs Rhodes – KS3 Director of Learning and Progress 
 

Year 9 Parents/Carers 
 

The Year 9 Subject Consultation Meetings will take place virtually (SchoolCloud) on Thursday 
9th February 2:30pm – 7:30pm.    
 

A letter has been sent home, with information on how the system works, and bookings have been 
open since 7:00am on Thursday 26th January.  
 

There is an expectation that all parents/carers will attend this virtual event. If there is an 
unavoidable reason why you cannot attend, please do email progressteam@st-laurence.com, so 
one of us can follow this up with you. 
 
Thank you, Mrs Rhodes 
 

From: Mrs Gorton – Head of MFL 
 

Year 9 linguists to take part in GCHQ careers workshop 
 

On Thursday 9th February all students studying French and German in Year 9 will take part in a 
careers workshop led by the Languages Outreach team at GCHQ.  
 

GCHQ are a big employee of graduate linguists and students will have the opportunity to find out 
about careers at GCHQ, why languages are vital in their work and how languages can benefit them 
in their futures.  
 

Students will have the opportunity to put their language skills to the test by completing a scenario 
challenge in the language they are currently studying, as well as having the opportunity to try a 
taster of a new language they have not studied before.  
 

This is a fantastic opportunity for our students and the Modern Languages Department are 
delighted to be able to offer them what we hope will be an insightful experience. 

mailto:progressteam@st-laurence.com


 

 

From: Mrs Barber - Assistant Headteacher, Online Safety Lead 
 

Students have added their voices to the National Youth Charter to lobby the government and the 
internet industry for action for a safer internet for young people. 
 

The Charter sets out an agenda for the changes our students want to see in ensure they are supported 
online by asking: 

• what issues really matter to children and young people? 

• what changes do they want to see? 

• how can we all work together to advocate for them moving forward? 

 

 
 

 

 

From: Mrs Howsam – Outdoor Education Coordinator 
 

A reminder that the following payment needs to be made via ParentPay for the Year 10 Bronze DofE 
expedition: 

Thursday 9th February - £50 
 
A reminder that the following payment needs to be made via ParentPay for the Year 12 and Year 13 Gold 
DofE expedition: 

Friday 10th February - £50 
 
A reminder that the following payment needs to be made via ParentPay for the Year 9 Black Rock 
Residential: 

Friday 10th February - £100 



 

 

From: Mrs Browne - Teacher of English and Literacy Co-Ordinator 
 

Jacob Sam-La Rose Webinar Thursday 7th February 12:30pm - 1:30pm 
 

We are delighted to be able to host acclaimed poet Jacob Sam-La Rose at an 
exclusive webinar for St Laurence students.  
 

The event will be for Y12 and Y13 students of English 
Language and Literature A level and Year 11s who 
have applied for this course for next year. 
 

During the hour-long session, Jacob will discuss a 
selection of poems from his collection Breaking 
Silence – the set poetry text on the A level course.  
 
This will be a wonderful opportunity to gain insights 

into his poetry and ask questions about his work.  

 
 
 

From: Mrs Nash – Head of Drama 
 

As You Like It - Shakespeare Schools Festival at the Tobacco Factory   
 

The 1970s were brought to life by an outstanding 
performance of As You Like It by a company of 
Year 8 and 9 students (with the addition of an 
awesome Year 10 who stepped in at the last 
minute). 
 

It’s a very tricky play as there are so many 
different characters, each having some kind of 
interaction with one another, across 2 different 
settings as well as a few ‘cheats’ from Shakespeare 
to round the story off neatly so the key to success 
was clear storytelling and good characterisation.  
 

We set it in the 70s disco era using music, lighting and costume to bring it to life and having two 
students run the tech was brilliant. 
 

 
Performing at the Tobacco Factory was a real treat. As 
a professional theatre, we had full access to the sound 
and lighting rigs, as well as a stage manager, dressing 
rooms etc. We had a full technical rehearsal, followed 
by a dress rehearsal and then had the honour of 
opening the night. 
 

Thank you to Mr Farrer and Mrs Warren who directed 
and produced the play; Mr Parker who supported the 
trip and the technical students and finally to all the 
parents and family members who came to watch. We 
are all very proud of this wonderful cast and crew.  

 

 



 

 

Friday 3rd March - 'Tuesday' 
Our NT Connections cast and crew will be performing 'Tuesday' by Alison Carr at 7:00pm in Trinity Hall 
on Friday 3rd March. We will be joined by an assessor from the National Theatre who will watch the 
performance and give feedback to the students after the show.  Tickets for this cost £5 and can be 
purchased now via ParentPay. Please note that there will be no performance on Thursday 2nd March as 
previously advertised due to the planned industrial action.  
 

The show will also be performed at the Salisbury Playhouse on Thursday 9th March and tickets for this 
can be purchased via this link https://www.wiltshirecreative.co.uk/whats-on/main-house/nt-
connections-festival-2023/ 
 

The show is coming together beautifully and we can't wait to show it to you!  
 

Some reminders for the cast/crew: 

• Please bring in a white t shirt (cast only) asap 

• There will be no rehearsal on Monday 6th February due to the D of E meeting 

• There will be a rehearsal on Saturday 25th February and Saturday 4th February as per the letter 
sent home before Christmas.   

 
Tuesday 21st February - Year 10 and 12 Workshop  
GCSE and A level students in Years 10 and 12 are reminded to return the permission slip for the Paper 
Birds workshop asap.  Payment also needs to be made on ParentPay. 

 
 
From: Mr Chadwick – Head of English 
 

For the attention of parents and carers of Year 10 students: 
 

Polite reminder: students are required to have their own copies of GCSE English Literature set texts.  
 

Reminders are on Class Charts to advise Year 10 students to 
ask parents/carers to obtain a copy of The Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson. 
 

There are many editions of this novel available. Students may 
prefer to work from a dyslexia-friendly edition with larger text and 
more white space on the pages (good for notes and annotations).  
 

Students may also benefit from having a copy of a commercially 
produced revision guide for the novel, such as one by York Notes. 
 

Please can we encourage parents and carers to order this text 
now so students have their own copy when we begin reading and 
studying the novel in class. As well as being available from online 
retailers, a good bookshop, such as Ex Libris in Bradford on Avon, 
will gladly order you a copy - usually available for collection the 
next day. 
 

Pupil Premium students have the novel and revision guide 
supplied by the school   

 
 
 
 

https://www.wiltshirecreative.co.uk/whats-on/main-house/nt-connections-festival-2023/
https://www.wiltshirecreative.co.uk/whats-on/main-house/nt-connections-festival-2023/


 

 

From: The Schools Immunisation Team 
 

The following message has been sent via ParentMail/Iris this week for Year 8 students (Year 9 
information to follow) 
 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 

Year 8 HPV (Human Papilloma Virus) Vaccinations 
 

Important notice: Late responses cannot be processed to be included in the school session. 
The closing date for your response is: Sunday 12th March 2023 
 

The date of vaccinations will take place at St Laurence School on: Thursday 23 March 2023 
 

Your Year 8 child is now due to their HPV vaccine, which will be delivered by the School Aged 
Immunisation Team at your child’s school. 
 

The HPV vaccination protects against virus’ that are linked to certain cancers and other infections. It is 
delivered as part of the national immunisation schedule with the first dose offered in Year 8 and a 
second dose 6 – 24 months later. 
 

For more information and to consent to or decline the vaccination please click on the link below: 
 

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/hpv/2022/wilts  
  
If you have any difficulties completing the consent, please contact our Immunisation Team on 0300 247 
0082 or email vcl.immunisations@nhs.net for support. 
 

Once completed you will receive an automated email with a reference number as confirmation. Please 
check your junk/spam box if not in your in box and contact the team if it is not received. 
 

After your child has been vaccinated (if consent provided) you will receive an automated email to 
confirm this and provide post-immunisation advice. Please check your junk/spam box on the day of 
vaccination if you do not receive this in your inbox. 
 

If you have a child in Year 9 or 10 that you have not already consented for, but would like to, please 
contact our team on 0300 247 0082 and they will be able to assist you with this. This link is for children 
in Year 8 only. 
 

Thank you, School Aged Immunisation Team 

 

Club Fixtures: 

 
Tuesday 7th February 
 

• Year 7 Football vs Clarendon School (Away) 3:00pm – 5:00pm 
 

Wednesday 8th February 
 

• Year 11 Football vs Clarendon School (Home) 3:00pm – 5:00pm 
 

All PE Clubs are free to join here: SchoolCloud - St Laurence School 
 

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/hpv/2022/wilts
mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net
https://stlaurenceschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/


 

 

     
 
 

 
In Careers this week…      
 
National Apprenticeship Week: 6th – 12th February 2023 
 

This is the week each year when we celebrate the wide variety of apprenticeships that are 
offered across many sectors. Over the course of the week there will be information on Class 
Charts with links to resources that, I hope, will be of interest to you.  
 

No longer the poor relation, apprenticeships are very much finding their time to shine and are 
hugely popular with employers and apprentices alike. 

 

 

 
Email: careers@st-laurence.com 

     



 

 

Join Us  

Click on the link to see the reasons why you should apply for one of our new vacancies: 
Recruitment Pack (st-laurence.com) 
 

ASSOCIATE STAFF VACANCIES Closing Date 
DT Technician (primarily Food): 
Permanent, 19 hours per week, 39 weeks per annum, to 
start ASAP 
 

9:00am on Tuesday 28th February  

Teaching Assistant:  
Fixed Term Contract until 31st August 2023, 31 hours per 
week, 39 weeks per annum, to start ASAP  

9:00am on Wednesday 22nd 
February  

Cover / Supply Teacher: 
Flexible hours (between 15 - 35 hours per week) 
Permanent, to start ASAP  

Ongoing 

 
Further details are available on the school website Staff Vacancies | St Laurence School (st-
laurence.com) 

 

 
 
Spotted on Facebook – 
 
well done Peter, what a great 
ambassador you are for our community – 
and a big thank you to Dorothy House for 
supporting our students in achieving their 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://st-laurence.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/St-Laurence-School-Recruitment-Pack.pdf
https://st-laurence.com/staff-vacancies
https://st-laurence.com/staff-vacancies


 

 

 



 

 

Restaurant Menu for Week Commencing  
Monday 6th February 2023 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

We warmly invite parents and carers to joins us at St Laurence School for our Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Fair in Trinity Hall on Wednesday 22nd February, from 3:15pm – 4:30pm 
 
Representatives from the following local businesses and organisations will be on hand to advise you in 
finding ways to support your own wellbeing: 
 

1. Campwell  
2. Cold Water swimming Group – Ice Breakers 
3. NHS  
4. Vitality Day Spa  
5. BoA Walkers are Welcome  
6. BoA Massage   
7. Rustiq  
8. Farmcraft  
9. Julian House  
10. CrossFit The Bridge  
11. SHE Collective  
12. Qi Gong / Breathwork  
13. Music Psychotherapy and Counselling  
14. BOA Choral Society  
15. BOA Youth Club  
16. Pilates  
17. EFT (Emotional Freedom Technique), mindfulness, meditation and essential oils  
18. Green Life Organics 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

Year 5 Open Mornings 
 

Year 5 children and their parents are warmly invited to attend an Open Morning to experience St Laurence during 
the school day. This is an opportunity to tour the School, visit lessons and meet senior staff. 

Tours start at 9:15am and take approximately 30-40 minutes. 

• Friday 3rd March 2023 

• Monday 27th March 2023 

• Wednesday 3rd May 2023 

• Thursday 18th May 2023 

• Thursday 22nd June 2023 

• Monday 10th July 2023 

• Friday 14th July 2023 

To book a place on one of the above dates, please contact the Reception Team on: 

 01225 309500 / admin@st-laurence.com 

Places are limited, so please book early to avoid disappointment (one visit per family please). 

mailto:admin@st-laurence.com

