
 

 

26th January 2023 

Re: Industrial Action in Schools  
 
Dear parents and carers  
 
Thank you for your patience as we have explored the options available to the school for the upcoming 
strike action.  I am writing to provide you with an update on the planned teacher strike action that was 
announced last week.  
  
The National Education Union (NEU) have voted to strike. This action is being taken against the 
government regarding: unfunded pay awards; the erosion of the value of pay in the last decade and 
unsustainably tight school budgets which reduce the effectiveness of our service to children.  This 
means only those teachers who are members of the NEU are eligible to strike.  While school leaders can 
ask colleagues if they intend to strike, colleagues are not under any obligation to say what their 
intention is.  
 
The proposed dates for strike action are:  

• Wednesday 1st February 2023 

• Thursday 2nd March 2023  

• Wednesday 15th March 2023  

• Thursday 16th March 2023  
 
Please find details below for Wednesday 1st February. 
 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 
 
The site will be closed to students in years 7 to 11.  All lessons, taught by those teachers who are not 
taking action, will be delivered online via Teams.  However, this will be a limited number as I have been 
made aware that the vast majority of those Teaching staff in the NEU will be striking.  Students must log 
on as normal to Teams and if the teacher is present, the lesson will be delivered.  Access to Teams can 
be found through the student portal on the website  Student Portal - Home (sharepoint.com)  
 
If the teacher is not present we are directing students to: 
 
Oak National Academy Online Classroom (thenational.academy) 
 
Families of children entitled to Free School Meals who are not in school will receive the £3.00 direct 
into their account, as we have done in the holiday periods. 
 
However, as during the pandemic, we will open the site to some specific groups of children. This will be 
offered to:  
 

• Vulnerable families (whom we identify) will be contacted in confidence. 

• St Laurence School pupils in years 7 to 9 whose parents who are at work in our school on the 
strike days. 
 

https://stlaurence.sharepoint.com/sites/StudentPortal/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/


 

 

Respectfully, please do not ask for a place in school on the strike day. We aim to contact you early next 
week to confirm.  
 
 
Students in Years 12 and 13 
 
As post 16 students do not need to be supervised if a teacher is absent, we are requiring Year 12 and 13 
to attend school and access their lessons face to face if the teacher is present.  If, however, the teacher 
is absent, students would then be directed to self-study.  As mentioned, staff do not have to inform us 
if they will attend or not, so we cannot offer any guarantees as to which staff will be in school.  We 
apologise for this but will have study spaces available for students should they need them.  
 
 
All students attending the site must wear their normal school uniform. The restaurant will remain open 
for students who are onsite to purchase food on strike days.  Buses will operate as normal for these 
students.   
 
All students attending the site must report to Trinity Hall for 8.35am where they will be registered and 
given an outline of the day.  
 
 
We appreciate that this causes disruption.  At this time, we anticipate similar arrangements to those 
outlined in this letter on all of the proposed strike days.  However, we will of course update you if there 
are any changes to these arrangements.  
 

I appreciate that we live in difficult times and that for some the planned strikes are an emotive subject 

and will cause inconvenience.  However, the move to strike action is within the legal remit of the 

unions.  

Thank you in advance for your understanding of the situation we find ourselves in.  

 
Kind regards, 

 

Tim Farrer 

Headteacher 

 

 


