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  Parent / Carer Bulletin   

  

 Care   •  Inspire  •  Succeed  

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           Week Commencing 3rd October 2022  
 

 Headteacher’s Update   
  

Dear parent/carer 

It’s hard to believe that September is almost over; the time seems to have flown by. 
 

Congratulations to the 956 students who have not received any behaviour points! 
 

The school was extremely busy last night with our annual Open Evening, welcoming in excess of 1200 people, and 
students were incredible. My thanks go to all of the students who represented us as guides or in departments – 
they were an absolute credit to you. 
 
Next week we have the year 11 subject evening and the year 7 Challenge days so please make sure you have 
booked in or returned forms where necessary 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
 

Mr Farrer 
 

  

 

 

 

 
WEEK A 

 
CALENDAR  

   Monday 3rd October • Y7 Activity Day – 8:45am – 4:30pm 

 

Tuesday 4th October •   Y7 Activity Day – 8:45am – 4:30pm 

• Y13 Pre-Berlin Trip Talk – 6:00pm – 7:00pm 

Wednesday 5th October  

 Thursday 6th October • Y11 Subject Evening - 4:30pm – 7:30pm 

Friday 7th October • 6th Form Fundraiser for Afghanaid 
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From: Mr Hainsworth – Assistant Headteacher 
 
Y10 GCSE Option Changes 
 
We hope the start of your child’s GCSE studies has gone well and that they are enjoying the subject they have 
chosen.  
 
We are setting a deadline of Friday 7th October for any students who are considering changing their option 
choices.  
 
This is because by then it is likely that approximately 12-13 lessons worth of content will have been taught which 
is a significant amount for any student to catch up on.  
 
If your child is considering an option change, please contact me via email thohai@st-laurence.com with the 
subject they would like to change to and from.  
 
Currently a large number of options are full which can make changes difficult but we will do what we can. 
 
The slides from the recent information evening, are available in the Key Stage 4 area of the school website.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:thohai@st-laurence.com
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From: Mrs Howsam – Outdoor Education Coordinator 
 
Year 10 Bronze DofE 
 

Letters, programme planners and enrolment forms for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh's Award are available to 
be collected from Student Reception from Monday 26th September.  
 

The deadline for Bronze DofE applications to be returned to Student Reception is Friday 14th October. 
 

Year 7 Activity Days 
 

Year 7 students will be participating in the Activity Days on the following dates: 
 

• LG1 - Monday 3rd October 

• LG2 - Tuesday 4th October 

• LG3 - Wednesday 5th October 

• LG4 - Thursday 6th October 

• LG5 - Monday 10th October 

• LG6 - Tuesday 11th October 

• LG7 - Wednesday 12th October 

• LG8 - Thursday 13th October 
 

A reminder that students will need to meet under the canopy outside main reception at 8:35am on their 
learning group's scheduled date. They will return to St Laurence by approximately 4:30pm. Please ensure that 
your son/daughter has everything included in the kit list below with them: 

• To wear casual clothing, they can be active in and don’t mind getting muddy – walking trousers, sports 
leggings or jogging bottoms are ideal. NO JEANS. Warm layers depending on the weather forecast.  

• A small rucksack to carry their belongings in  
• Waterproof coat AND trousers  
• Walking boots (broken in) or comfortable trainers they don’t mind getting wet/muddy  
• A large packed lunch and a drink (due to students with severe nut allergies, please ensure that they do 

not bring or eat nuts on this trip)   
• Extra snacks due to the slightly longer school day  
• To make sure they have any personal medication with them e.g. inhalers or epi-pens   

Please note:  
students who are in receipt of FSM will receive a packed lunch from school on this date. 
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In Careers this week:    

 

Making informed decisions: supporting parents and carers 

One of our key aims this year is to ensure that you feel supported in giving advice and guidance to your children 

as they make their choices and decisions. Over the course of this year, we will be including wherever possible, 

links to webinars and parent/carer-focussed publications. Some may be more relevant to you than others, but we 

will aim to cover a broad range of areas. 

As always, please do get in touch: careers@st-laurence.com 

 

Careermag 

Please find attached the link to the latest addition of Careermag, designed to support parents and guardians in 

their conversations with their children. 

https://careermap.co.uk/careermag-parents-carers-guardians/ 

 

The Parent Perspective podcast 

Hosted by Rachel Burden, this podcast series talks to parents and looks to provide support to ensure that parents 

and cares feel confident to support their child in making informed decisions and choices. 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/the-parent-perspective-podcast/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you!  

Many thanks to those of you who have already offered to support us in our various events. We are very grateful 

for your offers and will be in touch once details have been finalised. If you have not yet been in touch, we always 

have space! 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Please note there has been a date change for Y10 and Y12 Work Experience 
weeks: 
 

• Y12 work experience will now take place W/C 5th June 2023 

• Y10 work experience will now take place W/C 12th June 2023 

 
 

mailto:careers@st-laurence.com
https://careermap.co.uk/careermag-parents-carers-guardians/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/the-parent-perspective-podcast/
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From: Mrs Nash – Head of Drama 
 
The productions of 'As You Like It' for the Shakespeare School's Festival and the NT 
Connection's play 'Tuesday' by Alison Carr are now cast.  
 
Rehearsals for 'Tuesday' are on a Monday and a Tuesday and 'As You Like It' rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays.  
 
Letters with further details, including important dates will be coming home in due course.  
 
From Thursday 6th October Year 7 Drama club will take place in Trinity Hall on Thursdays from 
3.15-4.15. 
 
Some more places are now available - please sign up on SchoolCloud. Please note that, due to 
demand for places, if any student misses two consecutive sessions without explanation they 
will be removed from the register to make way for others.   
 
Students who took part in productions (including performances of assessments) last year are 
reminded to please bring in slips for the awards evening on 12th October.  Letters can still be 
collected from the Drama department.  
 
 

Mrs Favali, Teacher of Psychology, was recently invited to write a blog for the Centre for 

Holocaust Education on the theme of “Re-thinking Dark Tourism in Holocaust Education”. 

Mrs Favali writes “Understanding how dark tourist sites are being used in Holocaust 

education continues to be important as we begin to navigate the increased use of digital 

and virtual technology in the post-COVID pandemic era, where again concepts of ‘tourism’ 

will need rethinking. Dark tourism will always be a controversial and contested term, 

specifically in the context of Holocaust education. However, re-framing or accepting such 

educational trips as a sub-genre of dark tourism can subsequently improve Holocaust 

teaching. I’ve made my peace with the idea that I am indeed a dark tourist.’ 

You can read the full, thought-provoking blog here: ‘Re-thinking Dark Tourism in Holocaust 

Education’ – Centre for Holocaust Education  

 

https://holocausteducation.org.uk/2022/09/26/re-thinking-dark-tourism-in-holocaust-education/
https://holocausteducation.org.uk/2022/09/26/re-thinking-dark-tourism-in-holocaust-education/
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Dyslexia Awareness Event  

This event is open to parents/ carers, school staff and anyone who would like to find out more about dyslexia in 
Wiltshire. 

When and where: 

Wednesday 12th October 2022, 14:00pm – 17:00pm 

Bythesea Road County Hall, Bythesea Road. Trowbridge BA14 8JN 

About this event 

The event is being hosted by Alison Szalay (Wiltshire Council Specialist SEN Service), Caroline Fowke (Wiltshire 

Dyslexia Association). They will be accompanied by attendees from the following organisations: 

• Wiltshire dyslexia-friendly schools 

• Marlborough & District Dyslexia Association 

• Wiltshire Parent Carer Council 

• Microsoft 

• Access Ability Solutions 

• Therapeutic Counselling 

• Scanning Pens 

• Succeed with Dyslexia 

• Phonic Books 

• Widgit 

• Inspiration 

Drop in to this free event to find out more about support available in Wiltshire and ask questions 

Further information: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dyslexia-awareness-event-tickets-415276803097?utm-
campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-
term=listing 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dyslexia-awareness-event-tickets-415276803097?utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dyslexia-awareness-event-tickets-415276803097?utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dyslexia-awareness-event-tickets-415276803097?utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=listing
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From: Mr Blowers, Director of 6th Form 
 

Afghanaid fundraiser – Thursday 6th October 3:00pm – 4:00pm at the 6th Form Centre  
 
Our Student Leaders are dedicated to raising funds to support Afghanaid in the range of work they do.  
 
To this end we will be running the following after school – Please note this is for 6th Form Students only.  
 
To come along and take part students will need to pay £3 via ParentPay which will go directly to Afghanaid 
 
If you would like to donate any further to this great cause please do so by going to: 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks for all your continued support of our great 6th Form 
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Fixtures for week commencing the week beginning 3rd October 

• Monday 3rd October - Year 9 Rugby vs. Frome (Away) 

• Tuesday 4th October - Year 11 Netball Triangular vs St Augustine’s and Kingdown (Away) Returning at 

approx. 5:45pm  

• Tuesday 4th October - Year 11 Rugby vs Clarendon (Home) 

• Wednesday 5th October - U18 Rugby vs BWA (Home) 

 
 

Mr Carter legs it in aid of the NSCPCC 
 

On Sunday 9th October Mr Carter is running the Richmond Runfest Marathon to raise money for the 
NSPCC. This will be his first ever marathon and the furthest distance he has ever run.  
 
“I hope you can sponsor me and support this brilliant cause aimed at ending child abuse in the UK.  
Thank you so much, Mr Carter” 
 

Donations can be made via ParentPay: 
 
 Welcome to ParentPay, your online payment application 

 

 

 

 

Are you a parent who was a former student at St Laurence School? 
 
Do you know about the St Laurence Alumni? 
 
Scan the QR Code to find out more – and claim your free and exclusive St 
Laurence Tote Bag 

 

 

https://app.parentpay.com/PPManager4W3/PaymentItems/Item/?pi=2934616
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Week commencing 3rd October 

 
 



 [Type her e]  [Type her e]  [Type her e]  

 Reporting a Student Absence: 01225 309501   or Email: attendance@st-laurence.com   

Week commencing 10th October 
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Week Commencing 17th October 
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