Parent / Carer Bulletin
Week Commencing 25th April 2022

Headteacher’s Update
Dear All
A short message from me to wish you a very happy Easter.
A much fuller end of term comment can be found in this term’s copy of Connect which is again, an excellent
celebration of all we are and all we do.
Mr Farrer

Week B – School Calendar
25/04

•

Term 5 Commences

26/04

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Y10 Written Exams begin – tbc
Y11 GCSE German Speaking Exams; 08:35am – 3:00pm
Y11 GCSE German Speaking Exams; 08:35am – 3:00pm
UKMT Junior Challenge Test; 08:35am – 10:05am
Y13 A-level Revision Webinars; 3:30pm – 4:30pm
Matilda Rehearsals; 3:00pm – 5:00pm
Y11 GCSE German Speaking Exams; 08:35am – 3:00pm
Y6 Parents/Carers Evening 5:30pm-7:30pm
Y11 Reports Issued

•

BANK HOLIDAY

27/04

28/04

29/04
02/05

For your diary:
When: Thursday 5th May
What: School closes at 1:30pm to all students
Why: Y8 Subject Consultation 2:30pm – 7:30pm (Booking open from Tuesday 26th April)
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Collective Worship: Term 5
Theme: Advocacy
God, please help us, whether we have faith,
or no faith, to….

Imagine a world where we take responsibility, not
not only for our own actions, but the actions of the world.
May we learn to take a stand against the issues we feel
passionate about.
We hope to live in a society where we make attempts to
adapt our behaviour for the better.
We are grateful for the opportunities to fight for social
change.
We hope that people will be willing and able to speak out
against social issues.

From: Mrs Rhodes - Director of Progress KS3
Advance Notice for Year 8 Parents/Carers
The Year 8 Subject Consultation Meetings will take place virtually (SchoolCloud) on:
Thursday 5th May 2.30pm-7.30pm.
A letter will be emailed home this week, with information on how the system works, so please look out for
this.

Bookings will be open from Tuesday 26th April at 6.30am.
There is an expectation that all parents/carers will attend this virtual event, so please make a note in your
diaries. Thank you.

From: Mrs Howsham – Outdoor Education Organiser
Year 9 Black Rock Residential
A reminder that the final payment for the Black Rock residential is due by Friday 22nd April.
Year 10 Bronze DofE
A reminder that the deadline for the payment of the final instalment for the Bronze DofE Expedition was
Friday 8th April.
Year 12 and Year 13 Gold DofE
A reminder that the deadline for the payment of the next instalment for the Gold DofE Expedition was Friday
8th April.
Please pay any outstanding instalments via ParentPay as soon as possible.
Thank you, Mrs Howsam
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From: Mr Blowers – Director of Sixth Form
Key dates for your calendar:
Tuesday 3rd May – Friday 6th May: Year 12: - Summer Exams
This will be a combination of written and practical assessments completed in Test conditions to
assess Year 12 Progress. More details will follow on this including some Revision guidance and
support.
Friday 13th May: Year 13 Final Day
In fact, the last teaching day will be Thursday 12th. Students will be invited in for a breakfast and final
Assembly on this morning. Written exams are scheduled to begin the following week
Thursday 30th June: Year 13 Prom at Cumberwell Park
This is booked and details will come out in due course.

Year 12 Summer Exams:
Written Exams will run in school from Tuesday 3rd May – Friday 6th May. Year 12 students will be on study
leave during this period and should only come into school for their timetabled exams.
Revision:
We launched revision with Year 12 on Monday 4th April. All Year 12 Students should be completing:
• structured revision timetables
• a Minimum of 3 x 40 mins session each day after school*
*This may increase over Easter Break but students should factor in time off too and prioritise wellbeing.
Where possible teachers will set Revision tasks for homework in the coming weeks.
Ukraine Fun Run – Fund Raiser:
Our new Sixth Form Leaders (in Year 12) wanted to do something to support International Red Cross working
in the Ukraine; to this end they organised a fun run which was held after school on Friday 1st April - to date
we have raised £700 which is a phenomenal achievement!
It was a fantastic event showcasing the elite athletic potential of a few – and the more moderate attempts of
the rest of us. The main thing was it was run in our usual St Laurence way, with participation being key, and
all finishers were cheered as they crossed the line.
Mr Blowers would like to thank:
- the Sixth Form leaders for coordinating the event
- those staff and students who kindly volunteered their time to marshal the event
- and, of course, thanks to all those students and staff who signed up and contributed
Your efforts will make a real difference to the work of the International Red Cross in the Ukraine and you
should feel really proud of yourselves.
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From: Mr Minghella – Teacher of Computing
Cybersecurity in Computer Science Lessons
After the Easter break, students will be studying Cybersecurity in their Computer Science Lessons.
The aim of this is to help students to become confident users of digital platforms and services, becoming
aware of cybersecurity threats in the real world and knowing how to protect themselves.
A part of this will be using the Cyber Explorers website: https://www.cyberexplorers.co.uk/.
This initiative gives students a chance to solve cybersecurity issues using the Cyber Explorers website and
develops skills that they can use elsewhere.
As part of the registration process, we have been asked to share the terms & conditions with you
here: https://www.cyberexplorers.co.uk/privacy-notices/parent-or-guardian-and-child
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email at marmin@st-laurence.com
Mr Minghella.

Sports News
On Tuesday 5th April our Y11 football team played their final game of the season with a 6-1 win over
Matravers School resulting in them being crowned champions!
They now play the winner of Mid Wiltshire league at the final day on Thursday 28th April.
The following day the same team played in the County Cup Quarter Final against Nova Hreod, equalising 2-2
at the end of the game before going on to win on penalties.

Mr Carter with the winning team
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Student Report of the St Laurence vs Nova Hreod County Cup Quarter Final Game by
Edward Rimmer, Captain
The quarter final of the county cup was never going to be an easy game. When we saw a tall and muscular
team walking through the rain, we knew we were in for a physical affair. As soon as Mr Moore blew his
whistle for the start of the game, Nova’s intentions were clear - attack!
Their early pressure paid off as they drilled the ball towards goal; the horrendous bobble took the ball into
the net and there was nothing Toby could do to save it.
The first half continued at a fast paced, one sided game. However, we stood our ground and some colossal
defensive efforts kept the game at 1-0 going into half time. During the interval, we all could see what the
issue was - transitioning the ball from defence into attack. Unfortunately, it seemed like improving that was
easier said than done, but we knew it was still all to play for in the second half.
The wind blew hard as the whistle went and Nova Hreod got on the front foot once again. They played some
nice football and were always looking for the big striker to provide an end product, but we still remained firm
and kept them at bay.
Despite the never-ending pressure, we still managed to have episodes of great play, mainly when we
switched the ball to Jacob and Lex on the wings. As the game reached its conclusion, their striker found
himself in a pocket of space and fired another effort towards goal. We had a moment of déjà vu, as once
again the ball took a cruel bobble past Toby and into the net.
With just under ten minutes left to play, we had a gigantic mountain to climb if we were to reach the semifinals. To Nova Hreod’s dismay, our heads would not drop! Straight after kick off we were on the front foot
and some scintillating passing play led to Fin cutting the ball back to Sam, who provided the perfect finish,
lifting the ball into roof of the net. 2-1 with five minutes left. We knew we could push for the crucial
equaliser and not leave the growing crowd of teachers and parents disappointed. However, as the seconds
faded away, so did our hopes of getting the goal. One last attack created a final chance from a corner. Lex
whipped in a beautiful ball that curled itself over the keeper and into the top left corner of the goal. Scenes!
The lads sprinted and slid their way over to celebrate the wonderful equaliser. Mr Moore blew the whistle to
finish the game, but penalties followed to decide the winner of this spectacular encounter.
Five penalties each then sudden death would decide who heads into the semis. Nova Hreod were first to
take. First penalty, goal, Toby unlucky not to keep it out. Fin stepped up first for SLS and converted a fantastic
penalty to level the score. Nova Hreod stepped up again - another good penalty. Jacob was next to step up to
the spot, but his penalty was kept out by the feet of the opposition keeper. Up stepped the next Nova Hreod
taker, the pressure in abundance; He struck the ball and Toby was there to deny him magnificently!! Rory
was next to the spot with the chance to level the score again and he slotted the ball calmly into the bottom
corner. Nova converted their 4th spot kick and all eyes turned to Sam, who placed a convincing penalty to the
right of the keeper.
With the score at 3-3 the shootout was now in a sudden death scenario, but it was impossible to predict a
winner. The visitors’ 5th taker stepped up and scored to put the pressure back on us. Ed made his way to the
penalty spot, the opposing player attempting to get in his head. He stepped up and placed the ball past the
outstretched leg of the keeper, 4-4!
A break in the rain made it a perfect setting for this intense finale. Nova Hreod’s 6th walked nervously up to
the stage, and hit a venomous shot that was exquisitely tipped onto the bar, what a save by Toby! Score to
win! Responsibility of the potential match winning penalty fell to Lex. Everyone held their breath as Lex took
his run up and struck the ball into the net, ice running through his veins!! Everyone rushed to celebrate with
him, whilst showing full respect to our opponents.
A fantastic comeback by the team capped off by a brilliant performance in the penalty shootout. The
afternoon completed by a muddy team knee slide in the pouring rain! Onto the semi-finals. Up the SLS!!
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From: The ILC Team
Thank you to all students who took part in our World Book Day Design Your Own Book Jacket Competition.
We have two winners, Ayelen Metcalfe and Kitty Greig. We would like to congratulate them on their
excellent designs. Well done!
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Current Staff Vacancies
Please refer to the Website (Staff Vacancies | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com) for further details.
EXTERNAL VACANCIES

Closing Date

Teacher of English, 1.0 FTE, Permanent, weff 1st
September 2022

Monday 25th April 2022

Interview
Date
TBC

Teacher of English, Maternity Cover, 1.0 FTE, weff 1st Monday 25th April 2022
September 2022

TBC

Head of DT, TLR2b, Permanent, weff 1st September
2022

Monday 25th April 2022

TBC

Teacher of Science (Physics), 0.8FTE – 1.0FTE,
Permanent, weff 1st September 2022

Monday 25th April 2022

TBC

Science Technician, 27 hours pw, 39 weeks pa,
Permanent, to start ASAP

Monday 25th April 2022

TBC

Office Administrator – including Educational Visits Co- Monday 25th April 2022
Ordinator (EVC), 20 hours pw, 40 weeks pa, to start
ASAP

TBC

Teaching Assistant – Fixed Term Contract (Until
Wednesday 27th April 2022
21/08/2022); 27.5 hours per week, 8:30am – 2:00pm 9:00am
Monday – Friday, 39 weeks per annum (term time only)

TBC

Head of MFL, TRL2b, Permanent, weff 1st September
2022

TBC

Friday 29th April 2022 at
9:00am

Cover / Supply Teachers
Ongoing
Flexible hours (between 15-35 hours pw over 5 days).
Permanent

TBC

Exam Invigilators
Ongoing
Casual contracts, Hours and days will vary according to
need, but availability between 08.00am/08.30am3.30pm up to 5 days per week in May and June is
desirable.

TBC

From: Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service

Dear parents/carers
With the longer, and hopefully warmer days, the Fire and Rescue Service unfortunately see an increase in
avoidable fires caused by fire play or misuse, for example BBQs and campfires in unsuitable and safe areas.
Please could you talk to your child about the dangers and consequences of fire play, for example lighting
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small fires, setting fire to rubbish, fire and aerosol cans and help them to make safe and responsible choices.
If you are concerned that your child is involved in fire setting activities please contact us for free confidential
advice Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service | Firesetters (dwfire.org.uk)
If any member of your family is considering having a BBQ or campfire, please be aware of the risks and how
to safely have a BBQ or campfire, including considering other options.
Please visit Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service | Heath fires and countryside safety (dwfire.org.uk) for
information on how to stay fire safe outdoors.
Thank you, Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service

Art Competition

Connect Term 4 is now on our website and can be seen here: Newsletters | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com)
Mainly the hard work of our students, this term’s stories include:
•

Meet our new Head Students

•

Living with Williams Syndrome – Amy tells of her experiences

•

Read how Ewan became elected to represent Wiltshire West in the National Youth
Parliament

•

An interview with author Manjeet Mann, write of this year’s St Laurence Reads book
“Run, Rebel”

Plus, lots more. We hope you enjoy it, The Connect Team
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Have you seen this fantastic Facebook selling page?
Set up and run independently of the school to enable parents and carers to buy, sell or swap uniform and
other related items, such as books and other school requirements, it can be a great way to supplement your
child’s uniform – especially when approaching the end of the school year.

Disclaimer: St Laurence School has no affiliation to this independently run site and are not involved in the management
of it in any way.
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