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Headteacher’s Update 

 

 Week A 

08/11 • Y11 GCSE Mock Exams begin 

• Y10 Work Experience 
Placement Induction P1 

09/11 • Y10 Work Experience Placement 
Induction P1 

10/11 • Y10 Work Experience Placement 
Induction P1 

• GCSE Art Workshops (Ceramics) 
3:15 – 5:15 

11/11 • Royal Navy Logistics Event 10:30 
– 12:30 

• Sixth Form UKMT Senior Maths 
Challenge 10:30 – 12:00 

• Y7 EoP and Reports Issued 
12/11  

 

 
 
Dear All 
 

Welcome back to Term 2. It can be a difficult term with 
darker evenings, colder weather and a lot happening in 
school – mocks, practicals, reports, and as we have 
certainly still got to deal with a higher level of illness than 
usual due to Covid, it is important to let us know if you 
have any concerns. 
 

Winter certainly seems to be setting in with frosted wind 
screens in the morning. It also means that in ventilated 
classrooms, the temperature can get quite low so please 
do ensure your child is appropriately dressed when 
coming to school. I have asked staff to allow students to 
wear coats if it is cold in the classrooms. 
 

You will have seen that prior to the break, transmission 
was extremely high and Wiltshire was in the ‘black’ zone. 
There has been some very pleasing news that trans- 
mission has significantly fallen since then but we are still 
on a ‘high’ level so we are keeping our current risk 
management strategies of ventilation, social distancing 
where possible, mask wearing unless exempt and hand 
washing. We have been speaking with Public Health 
weekly and they are happy with our plan. 
 

We have had our Sixth Form event for Year 11 but if you 
were unable to attend, the main speeches are on the 
website and there is a personalised pack for all Year 11 
students 
 

Tim Farrer 
 

Let us see the world, the people around us 
and ourselves through different lenses.  
 

May we understand that everyone is 
travelling on a different path in life.  
 

Help us be more understanding of those 
whose lives we do not know.  
 

Let our minds be more open towards them.  
 

We hope to receive direction and learn how 
best to perceive the world in the most 
realistic way possible.  
 

May we understand that human beings are 
complicated and varied, so let us view 
everyone in their most positive filter. 
 From Robert Beesley – Clerk to the Governors 

 

Parent Governor Election 
 

We are pleased to announce Catherine Giachritsis has 
been elected as a Parent Governor following the recent 
election. Catherine will serve in this role for four years. 
 

We would like to express our thanks to both candidates 
for standing in the election. 
 
 

From the Home of the Lost & Found 
 

A large number of water bottles and flasks 
were left at Lost Property last term. 
 

If your child has lost theirs please ask them 
to check in Lost Property. 
 

Any unclaimed bottle and flasks will be 
disposed of during w/c 15th November. 
 

Thank you. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

     Poppy Sales for Remembrance Sunday  
      
     Poppies will be available to buy during Tutorial time and from Reception next week. 
 

     All proceeds are in aid of the Poppy Appeal and we ask for a minimum donation of 50p per poppy. 
 
    Thank you for your support. 

 
 

Covid and Flu Vaccinations Update 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

On Wednesday afternoon we received the following email from Virgin Care, the team who have been 

leading on the immunisation programme. As you will see they are now not returning to the school and 

you will need to book via the National Booking System if you wish to have your child vaccinated. I 

appreciate that this will be frustrating for many of you.  
 

Any concerns or questions however must be directed to Virgin Care using the details below. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Tim Farrer, Headteacher 

 

From the School Aged Immunisation Team 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
For several reasons, including the rapid roll out and high uptake of the extended vaccination 
programme, the School Aged Immunisation Team are not always able to complete all requested Covid 
and flu vaccinations in schools on the day of the session.  
 

We apologise that your child’s school is one of these schools and we apologise if, due to this, your child 
has missed the opportunity to be vaccinated. We are working with wider systems to ensure that all 
children have further opportunities to receive these vaccines should you require.  
 

For Covid-19 vaccines you are able to book via the National Booking System from 23rd October 2021 - 
Book or manage your coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  
 

For children who have already consented for the flu Immunisation and were absent, or declined the 
vaccination on the day of our recent visit, you can book your child into one of our Virgin Care 
Community Catch Up Clinics by calling 0300 247 0082.  
 

Please note: clinics for flu will run until the end of January 2021 
 

Best Wishes 
 

School Age Immunisations Team, Virgin Care Services Limited 
 
From Mrs Martin – Medical Administrator  
 

Please refer to the email sent to you on Wednesday 3rd November for further information on the 
locations offering the vaccinations.  
 

Please refer to the St Laurence website for further details. The email may have also gone into your Junk 
Mailbox, so please check there too. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


 

 

 

    
 
 
 
 

 

From Mr Blowers – Director of Sixth Form 
 
Year 11 Moving Up Day & Sixth Form Open Evening 
 
On Thursday November 4th we hosted our annual “Moving Up” Day for Year 11 with our Sixth Form 
Open Evening and it was fantastic to be able to welcome our Year 11 students to the event following 
the hiatus of the previous year. 
 

During the day we had a carousel of four sessions where Year 11 students learnt about the range of 
options available to them “Post 16”, including: 
 

• Sixth Form 

• Apprenticeships 

• College pathways 
 

Particular thanks go to Miss Woodley for organising this part of the event. 
 

We followed this with our Sixth Form Open Evening enabling students to visit the array of subjects on 
offer. Each student was given an Information Pack to take away with them, containing the Sixth Form 
Prospectus and Options Booklet, to help with their decision making. 
 

Applying to St Laurence Sixth Form: 
 

Compete the electronic Application Form, found on the school website, in the Latest News column, 
and on our Sixth Form page at: Join us – Applications to Sixth Form  

Admissions to Sixth Form | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com)  
 

We strongly recommend all Year 11 students to apply for a place in Sixth Form - we want to be sure 
that you have a range of options as you consider your next steps. 
 

Deadline for Applications: 
 Friday 26th November 3pm 
 

Applications received after this deadline may result in students not being accepted on to the course of 
their choosing, as subjects are filled on a first come first served basis. 
 

I would like to offer thanks to our subject specialists who, as ever, showcased their subjects with 
knowledge and enthusiasm - illustrating why our Sixth Form attains such consistently high results. 
 

Particular praise should go to the 40 plus Sixth Form students who supported the event. It was their 
passion and insight which really allowed Year 11 students to learn about life as a Sixth Former and the 
subjects on offer. 
 

Thanks again to everyone who attended and all those involved in making this such a successful 
occasion. 
 

Aidan Blowers 
 

https://st-laurence.com/admissions-to-sixth-form


 

 

 

 

From Mrs Nash – Head of Drama 
 

Year 11 Revision 
 

A letter has been emailed home regarding revision sessions for Year 11 GCSE Drama students. These 
sessions will help prepare students for the upcoming mocks; they include an opportunity to re-watch 
'Falling' and to attend either individual or group revision sessions.  
 

There will also be a breakfast revision session on Wednesday 17th November, prior to the exam. 
Students who wish to attend this must have written parental permission - there is a reply slip at the 
bottom of the letter or please email Mrs Nash (catnas@st-laurence.com) 
 

Wuthering Heights - Wise Children  
 

We were very lucky to have seen this excellent production with our GCSE and A Level students before 
half term.  There is an opportunity to watch the play live streamed from the Bristol Old Vic - this week 
only - for those students who may wish to write about the play in their examinations and who wish to 
watch it again for revision purposes - or if you just want to watch it for the first time for the pure 
pleasure of it! For more information and to book, visit the Bristol Old Vic Website Wuthering Heights | 
Bristol Old Vic 
 

Year 7/8 Drama Club 
 

I'm pleased to announce that Year 7/8 Drama club will be EVERY Wednesday this term - from 3.15-4.15 
in Trinity Hall.  Students can join us weekly or on a more ad hoc basis. Drama Club participants will be 
the first to know of details regarding our planned junior production of 'Matilda' later in the year and 
regular attendees will be prioritised to be cast in the 'juicier' roles.  
 

Forthcoming Dates:  
 

Our Year 13 A Level Drama students enjoyed a trip to Bath Theatrical Costume Hire in Frome over half 
term to choose costumes for their performance of extracts from 'The Importance of Being Earnest' by 
Oscar Wilde.  Current Covid restrictions allowing, these pieces will be performed in the studio from 6pm 
on Wednesday 15th November. To book a place please email me at the above address.  There is no 
charge for the event but there will be a charity collection for The Hub in Bradford on Avon (either your 
loose change or a 'Christmas Treat').  
 

Looking further ahead, Year 11 will be performing their scripted assessment pieces on 7th December. 
 

Year 10 GCSE group are about to start work on a semi devised production of 'When This is All Over' in 
conjunction with Company Three, which we hope will be performed before Christmas.  
 
Mrs Nash 

 
 

From Mr Minghella – Teacher of Computing 
 

All Key Stage 3 students will be taking part in the BEBRAS UK 2021 Challenge during their Computer 
Science lessons between 8th-19th November.   
 

This is a yearly online challenge that tests students' ability to solve problems using logic and 
Computational Thinking Skills.   
 

This isn’t a marked activity however certificates may be awarded following this opportunity to take part 
in some fun and challenging activities. 
 

If you are interested and would like to know more (or even try some of the challenges yourself), please 
go to https://bebras.uk/ 
 

mailto:catnas@st-laurence.com
https://bristololdvic.org.uk/whats-on/wuthering-heights?utm_campaign=12772408_Two%20Days%20to%20Go%20until%20Wuthering%20Heights%20Live%20Broadcast&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Bristol.Old.Vic&dm_i=1KNW,7LR94,6R572M,UYPFC,1
https://bristololdvic.org.uk/whats-on/wuthering-heights?utm_campaign=12772408_Two%20Days%20to%20Go%20until%20Wuthering%20Heights%20Live%20Broadcast&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Bristol.Old.Vic&dm_i=1KNW,7LR94,6R572M,UYPFC,1
https://bebras.uk/


 

 

Timetable of Y11 Mock Written Examinations in Sports Hall (8-18 November 2021) 

Mon, 8 Nov week A 
Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Lunch Session 2 Exam  

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Geography Global Paper 1 – 1h30m 

 

11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 

English Language – 1h45m 

Tue, 9 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

History 2h   11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 

Double Science  Biology - 1h15m 
Triple Science Biology - 1h45m 

Wed, 10 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam  

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

RE Ethics - 2h 
11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 

Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 

Maths Paper 1 (non-calculator) - 1h 

Thu, 11 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam  

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

English Literature - 1h  
11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 

Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 

German Listening – 1h05m (Lecture Theatre) 

French Reading - 1h30m  

Fri, 12 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Business Studies - 1h30m 
Design Technology - 2h 
Food - 1h45m 

11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00  

Double Science Chemistry - 1h15m 
Triple Science Chemistry – 1h45m 

Mon, 15 Nov week B 
Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Maths Paper 2 (calculator) - 1h 
 

 
 

11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography UK Paper 2 - 1h30m 

 
Tue, 16 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam  

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 
 

French Listening – 1h05m (Lecture Theatre) 

German Reading  - 1h30m  
PE Paper 1 - 1h15m 
Computer Science Paper 1 - 1h30m 

 

11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 

Double Science Physics - 1h15m 
Triple Science Physics– 1h45m 

 
 
 Wed, 17 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam  

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Dance - 1h30m 
Drama - 1h 
PE Paper 2 - 1h15m 
Computer Science Paper 2 - 1h  
Music - 1h45m (Lecture Theatre) 
 
 

11.05 – 11.30 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 

German Writing – 1h40m 

French Writing - 1h40m  

Thu, 18 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late Break Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam  

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

 RE World Religions - 1h 

 

11.05 – 11.25 Normal lesson 12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under main  
quad canopy by 1.00 

Maths Paper 3 (calculator) - 1h 

 

Fri, 19 Nov Session 1 Exam      

Line up  under main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Catch Up Session (Lecture Theatre)      



 

 

If you are entitled to exam access arrangements, this is detailed below:   
 

Candidates who are entitled to a word processor, reader, scribe or separate room access arrangement will be collected from the main 
quad canopy and taken to their exam room. 
• If you do not have an exam timetabled for any of the sessions then you must follow your normal Year 11 timetable. 

• You will need to return to normal timetable after your morning exams, but in the afternoon you will be free to go home when your exam is complete. If you need to 
remain on site to wait for transport there will be space provided. 

• All exams will be held in the Sports Hall unless otherwise indicated on your exam timetable. 

• All information relating to exams, including seating plans will be displayed on the exams notice board in the main school quad and on class charts each day. 

• You may bring water into the exam hall in a clear, label-free bottle.  Do not bring food. 

• Please bring equipment in a clear pencil case or plastic bag and do not bring calculator cases into the exam hall.  

• You must not bring into the exam room notes, mobile phones, watches, MP3/4 player or similar digital devices 

• Extra time will be accommodated for students with approved access arrangements, but please be aware that buses will not wait after school so  
alternative transport home may need to be arranged by students/parents/carers. 
 

If you have a clash of subjects within an exam session, your individual timetable will show when you will sit your clash exams. 
 

Y11 Mock GCSE Practical Exam Timetable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Art Wed, 1 December (both groups) 

Dance Wed, 24 November 

Design Technology Tue, 23 November 

Food Tue, 23 & Wed, 24 November (half groups) 

French Thu, 25 November (11B/Fr1 Mrs Woodley) 
Fri, 26 November (11D/Fr1 Mrs Barber) 

German Thu, 25 November (11A/Dh1 Mrs Heyes) 
Fri, 26 November (11B/Dh1 Miss Reinfelder) 
Fri, 26 November (11C/Dh1 Mr Dutton) 

Graphics Mon, 29 November (11B/Gr1) 
Tue, 30 November (11D/Gr1) 

Music Tue, 23 November 

PE Mon, 22 November 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Prices: 
5ft TREES - £50  6ft TREES - £60  7ft TREES - £70 

 
CLAIM YOUR DISCOUNT OF £5 PER TREE BY PRE-ORDERING NOW 

 



 

 

 

Menu for week commencing Monday 8th November 

 
Also available on our website: Menu-week-commencing-081121.pdf (st-laurence.com) 

https://st-laurence.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Menu-week-commencing-081121.pdf


 

 

 
 


