
 

 

 

 

1st October 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
I hope this finds you well and that the start of term has been positive. I am writing to you as we have 
decided to make some changes to our operation based on the rising cases of COVID in the 
community and nationally. We know that you may find this concerning, but we are continuing to 
monitor the situation and are working closely with Wiltshire Council and the national Public Health 
team. This letter is to inform you of the current situation and provide advice on how to support your 
child. The reported cases in school do not meet any of the thresholds identified by the Government 
and our risk level has not changed but we want to be as proactive as possible and ask for your 
support. 

 
The school remains open, and your child should continue to attend as normal if they remain well and 
are not displaying Covid 19 symptoms. We are encouraging and asking household members that are 
aged 11 and over to continue with twice weekly LFD testing to help identify cases promptly as this is 
one way we can reduce transmission. We have extra test kits should you need them. To note, the 
immunisation programme is also being carried out today and you will have received the consent 
email from the NHS.  

 
From Monday 4th October we have taken the decision to host collective worship and assembly online 
as opposed to using Trinity Hall or Wiltshire Music Centre. Much as this is regrettable, these are 
large group gatherings and at this time, we think it prudent to revert back to online and will be doing 
the same with staff meetings. 

 
Breaks and lunches are split in three still and this was the case during the previous lockdowns. We 
have kept this in place as it resolves any crowding issue in the restaurant and reduces numbers 
moving around the school at the same time but, we are now having allocated areas for year groups 
in the restaurant and these will be clearly signposted. Students should also wear a mask (unless 
exempt) when queueing in the restaurant and in corridors between lessons. 

 
Ventilation remains in place in all classrooms and we are still promoting the use of hand sanitiser. 
Students may wear a mask if they wish but we do not require these in the classroom at this moment 
in time. We retained the extra cleaners that the school employed so enhanced cleaning is already 
taking place and will continue to be so. 

 
Below is the guidance given by Public Health on what to do if your child develops symptoms and 
current instructions on what to do next. I hope that you will continue to support us with our joint 
efforts to find the balance between providing the best education possible whilst doing everything we 
can to keep children as safe as possible. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

 
Tim Farrer 
Headteacher 



 

 

 

 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or tests positive for COVID-

19 
If your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they should get a PCR test and remain at 
home at least until the result is known. If negative, the child can end self-isolation; if positive, the 
child should isolate for 10 days after their symptoms appeared. Symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-
19) remain a new, continuous cough, or a high temperature, or a loss of, or change in, their normal 
sense of taste or smell (anosmia). If the child has a positive test result but does not have symptoms, 
they should stay at home and self-isolate for 10 days from the date the positive test was taken. This 
isolation period will be extended if they go on to develop symptoms by counting 10 full days from 
the day of their symptom onset. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for a PCR test. 

 

Instructions for people who live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 (tested positive 

or symptomatic awaiting a test result) 

From 16 August 2021, you will not be required to self-isolate if you are a contact of someone who has 

tested positive for COVID-19 and any of the following apply: 

 

• you are fully vaccinated 

• you are below the age of 18 years 6 months 

• you have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• you are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 
Fully vaccinated means that you have been vaccinated with an MHRA approved COVID-19 vaccine in 
the UK, and at least 14 days have passed since you received the recommended doses of that vaccine. 

 
Any member of the household who is aged 18 years and 6 months or over and has only received one 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine or has not received any dose of the COVID-19 vaccination will still be 
required to self-isolate as household contact of a someone with COVID-19 symptoms awaiting 
testing and someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. Please read the stay at home guidance 
which provides information on this.  

 
Instructions for household contacts who are not required to self-isolate from 16 August 
Even if you are vaccinated, you can still be infected with COVID-19 and pass it on to others. If you are 
identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 but you are not required to self-isolate, you can 
help protect others by following the guidance on how to stay safe and help prevent the spread. 
Student/child close contacts not required to self-isolate should continue to attend the educational 
setting as normal. 

 

Further Information 

 

Further information is available at  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#exempt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do#keeping-yourself-and-others-safe
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

