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Year 11 Parents Information Evening  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Mock exams 

Will students be examined on the whole course so far or will the topics be reduced because of the impact COVid-19 has had? 

• This will be determined by Heads of Department for their subjects in accordance with what is known for their subjects. It 
is our expectations that mock exams are reflective of what we know the students will & could be assessed on in Summer 
2022. 

When will students know which content they will be tested on for their GCSE mock exams? 

• The content of the Year 11 mock exams will be published on Class Charts along with a range of other revision materials 
in advance of the Year 11 subject evening on 14th October 2021. This will detail the topics that will be assessed but will 
not contain the specific questions or areas of topics that may be tested. We would like to give the students as close to a 
realistic experience as we can of what they will encounter at the end of Year 11 to help them best prepare. 

When will students know about how they will be assessed at the end of Year 11? 

• At the time of publication, the government is holding with its stance of teaching the full course. We do not know for 
certain what changes, if any, will be put in place. A public consultation was held during the summer of 2021 with 
regards to the examinations in 2022 but the outcomes of this are yet to be made public.  

 

“Catch-up” 

What additional support is in place for students to catch up from the impact of COVid-19 (especially in English, Maths and 

Science)?  

Will practical subjects be allocated additional time in the studios to catch up on their lost learning due to remote learning? 

The government are meant to be allocating schools catch up funding to help Year 11 sustain the progress they would usually 
have made in their 2-year GCSE journey. What does this look like? 

• Catch-up funding was provided to support all students and not just exam year groups.  This year, we have increased our 
staffing in the core subjects (English, Maths and Science) and additional teaching is deployed as the Head of Department 
feels best.  There is also additional intervention that is offered in English and Maths and students are invited to this 
where it will meet their need.  There are also extra lessons on the horizon for Year 11s in all subjects and £5,000 has 
been spent on additional resources to support Year 11, namely in non-core subjects. We have also used some of the 
catch-up funding to fund a subscription to GCSEPod for students. This is being used in lessons, as homework tasks and 
can be used by students to support their independent learning. There are opportunities to access specialist rooms after-
school and I would encourage students to speak directly to their teacher to see what nights are possible. 

 

Work experience 

When would be an appropriate time for my Year 11 child to do work experience? 

• In the holidays ideally, although this will be dependent on each situation. We have had to run it this way for this year as 
there has been so much school missed and so we are not able to use one of the school weeks as we would normally do in 
Y10. There is also time after the GCSE exams have finished which may well be easier for some students. 

How can I support my child with finding a work experience placement?  

• Start with asking friends and family if they have any links to businesses or their own workplaces. It may also be that 
local businesses are looking for Saturday workers and so will let you try out for a week's work experience before offering 
you a job. If that doesn't work, then we would be able to give you the names of local businesses who work with us and 
may be available. This year however, we are unable to provide the same level of administrative support and so the 
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contract will be between your child and the business directly.  For those of you hoping to return to our Sixth Form, we 
will also be offering you a work experience placement in Year 12. 

Are there any risks to using virtual work experience placements? 

• Each company has its own safeguarding procedures, and they are available for you to look through on the websites. All 
those who deliver virtual work experience have been vetted before they are allowed to offer it. Having said that, it is 
always good practice to be aware of potential online dangers and to ensure that your child feels safe and secure in the 
environment before leaving.   

 

 


