
 

Parent / Carer Bulletin 
 

Friday 24th September 2021 
 
 
 
 

   Dear All, 

Headteacher’s Update 

 

 
 
 
 

Collective Worship Term 1 
Theme: Curiosity 

Staff and students have been working hard over the last week and  
the school seems very much to be in full swing.  
 
We do appreciate your feedback on the start of term as it can be a 
challenging time so please do stay in touch.  
 
Aside from lessons, we have all been working towards our  
Open Evening which is to be held on 29th September.  
 
We have opened it up to parents of year 5 and 6 and are  
expecting a large turnout.  
 
If you are a current parent without a student in those year 
groups but would like to see the school, there are planned 
opportunities for you to see the school. I know all too well that  
many of you have yet to actually step foot in the building. 

 
We are also holding our Year 7 Challenge events to offer more 
opportunities for them to form friendships and get to know  
the rest of their year group. Staff, sixth formers and year 7 will be 
taking part in a range of activities after school on either Friday  
or Monday and my thanks go to the people involved. 

 
Finally, a quick reminder that next Thursday is an INSET day so  
students will not be coming into school. 

 

Kind regards 
 
 Tim Farrer 

 Week B 

27/09  Year 7 Challenge Day – 
3.00- 
  5.00pm 

28/09  

29/09  Open Evening 5.00-8.00pm 

30/09  School closed to students 

01/10  Nasal Flu Immunisations - 
  Year7-11 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Help us to be curious in our 
everyday lives. 

May we find a deeper interest in 
new topics and new ways to help 
in our collective society. 

We hope to become more involved in 
the social issues we see around us. 

We ask for help in consolidating 
our knowledge. 

May we gain the knowledge to fulfil 
our curiosity for the better. 

Let us ask the right questions and in 
life about the things that truly 
matter. 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From Mrs Martin – Medical Administration 
 

 Nasal Flu Immunisation Reminder 
 

 The nasal flu vaccination is taking place for students in Years 7-11 at: 
 

 St Laurence School on Friday 1st October 2021 
 

 Consent must be submitted by midnight on Saturday 25th September. Where consent is received after this    
 deadline there will be an invitation from Virgin Care to an additional session.   
 
 Please note: The additional session will be at an alternative venue, selected by Virgin Care. 
 
 The deadline is fixed by the vaccination provider and late consent for Friday 1st October will not be accepted. 
 
 If you have not received the link, or letter, from the Virgin Care Immunisation Team via IRIS/ParentMail    
 please contact vanmar@st-laurence.com 
 
 Thank you, Mrs Martin 

From Virgin Care Immunisation Team 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
  

We are receiving feedback that a lot of parents are requesting their NHS number and having to wait to 
receive a letter back.  
 

Please do not wait for a letter, if you have the NHS number then please do add it to the electronic 
consent.  
 

If you are experiencing problems with this, we have ensured that this is not a mandatory field therefore 
please continue with the consent without the NHS number.   
  

For the schools that are yet to receive their electronic consent links we are sending these out in a phased 
way and you will receive them in due course.  
  

Many thanks. Virgin Care Immunisation Team  
 

Message from: The Home of the Lost & Found 
 

We have accrued a wide range of items in Lost Property already this term. Items include spectacles; 
jewellery, coats and jackets; PE kit and water bottles. 
 

We are keen to reunite these with their owners but need your help. Please remember to: 
 

• Label clothing and equipment with your child’s full name and year and House details – we can 
return named items via Tutor Trays 

• Check it is still readable after laundering  

• Remind students to check it their item has been handed in to Student Reception - it may take 
several days for it to make its way there so a return visit may be necessary 

 

Please note: There are also a number of unclaimed items from last year (especially coats and PE Kit). 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:vanmar@st-laurence.com


 

From: Mrs Barber – Assistant Headteacher, Online Safety Lead 
 

National Online Safety 
 

The online world is posing an ever-increasing risk to children, and it is important that schools, parents and 
carers work together to take an active role in teaching children about online dangers. Learning how to act 
safely when using the internet is an incredibly important part of safeguarding our children.  
We are therefore delighted to announce that we are showing our commitment to protecting our students 
online by subscribing to ‘National Online Safety’. 
 

National Online Safety provide resources including courses (presented by Myleene Klass), online video 
resources and weekly guides covering a huge range of topics, including: 
 

• Online Relationships 

• Fake Profiles & Social Bots 

• Online Bullying 

• Online Grooming 

• Child Sexual Exploitation  

• Sexual Harassment & Violence 

• Sexting 

• Live Streaming 

• Online Identity 

• Screen Addiction  

• Online Challenges 

• Overspending 

• Social Media Platform 

• Online Gambling 

• Radicalisation, Terrorism & Extremism  

• Age Inappropriate Content 

• Copyright & Ownership  

• Hacking 

• Fake News 

• Online Fraud 

• Online Reputation 

• Personal Data 

• Pornography  

• Targeted Adverts & Pop-Ups 

• The Dark Web 

• Games & Trends 

 
To create your free account, please follow the link below and complete your details. When you’re set up, 
you’ll be able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.   
 

You can access National Online Safety online via any device, including downloading the resource as a 
smartphone app.  
 

To register for your free account, please use this link: 
 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/st-laurence-school 
 

Green Group led by Leon Kashdan-Brown (year 13) 
 

Inspired to make a difference and take part in social action, students and staff of St Laurence School have created 

a new committee for students - Green Group. Green Group has been established in order to address the Climate 

and Ecological emergency on a local scale in the school community, encouraging students and staff to pool ideas 

and work on improving the attitudes towards, and methods of, improving sustainability in the school.  

The group has been built up around a new project - the Eco-Schools’ Green Flag Award. This consists of several 

stages where students can assess and set out plans of action to improve the school’s sustainability. A fun and 

challenging experience, students can help in a variety of ways - creating posters to raise awareness of recycling; 

potting trees; engaging in debates and taking on leadership responsibilities within the group. On completion, the 

school will earn the title of an Eco-School and have a long-lasting structure to ensure we all keep looking forward 

and create innovative ways to tackle environmental challenges.  

Green Group is an all-inclusive group with meetings held after school each Thursday for students and staff that 

may be interested in the SL6 Centre.  With a strong and enthusiastic team of students, we look forward to 

providing guidance, and exciting projects for students of all years across the school.  If you think your child may be 

interested in supporting this group, do talk it over with them and ask them to come along. 

You’ll be hearing more from us about the things we have planned and achieved at St Laurence.  

Leon and the Green Group. ☺  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/st-laurence-school


 
From Mr Blowers – Assistant Headteacher & Director of Sixth Form 
 
6th Form Open Evening – Thursday 4th November 4.30-7.30 

 
Come and see why we are the largest and most successful local 6th Form. 

 
As part of “Year 11 Moving Up” week we will be showcasing our wonderful 6th Form and we really  
hope you can join us to find out how you can join us in 2022 
 

We are so proud of what we do: 
 

- We were the highest attaining State 6th Form in Wiltshire in the last exam series  

- Our students have attained a stunning “Grade B” average for the last 5 years 

- We are rated in the top 15% of 6th Forms nationally (ALPS) 

- Over 25 different courses to choose from including: Biology; Law; Criminology; 

      Film Studies; Drama; Business Studies - you name it, we have it! 

- A modern bespoke 6th Form Centre with IT study spaces for 6th Form 

- Thriving Gold Duke of Edinburgh (The largest cohort locally) 

- A community service programme where all students give back to the local community 
 

There will be lots more information coming your way – but please note the date and we can’t wait to 
see you on this evening. 

From Mrs Nash – Head of Drama 
 

This week saw the return of Drama performances to St Laurence with Year 11 bravely taking to the stage 
with their Devised pieces.  
 

Congratulations to all the students, some of whom were performing in front of a live audience for the 
first time ever!  
 

Thank you to those friends and family who came and supported them.  We look forward to welcoming 
you to more performances here in school throughout the academic year.  

 
 
From Mrs Warren – Teacher of Drama 
 

Preparation of the Shakespeare Schools Festival have now begun in earnest after an amazing set of 
auditions.  
 

Mr Farrer and Mrs Warren were blown away by the very high standard and found it hard to make choices 
about who is play the roles in MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM, but the cast is now set and we will begin 
working on the show every Thursday.  
 

The cast have also agreed to put in some extra rehearsal time by having an open rehearsal as part of next 
week's Open Evening.  
 

We're also delighted that Drama Club for Year 7 and 8 has started this week too. Very exciting after a long 
break! There is room for more members if there are any of your young people who'd like to sign up- it's 
not too late! 

 



 

  

Join other schools and be part of the Bike to School Week 

community. 

Many schools wish to promote active travel due to the physical and mental health benefits for children. The 

start of term is a great time to establish positive travel habits. And Bike to School Week is a great way to 

encourage families to make healthier, greener transport choices. 
 

Get ready for Bike to School Week: 27 Sept - 1 Oct 2021 

•  Show our M Check video and Bike to School Week assembly presentation in classes and assemblies 

•  Familiarise yourself with our free curriculum-based classroom resources 

•  Display the Bike to School Week poster around the school 

•  Email our e-flyer to parents and ask families to make a pledge to cycle or scoot, to be in with a chance of    

winning a Frog bike 

•  Encourage parents to download the guide to a hassle-free school run (see e-flyer for link) 
  

 

Let everybody know your school is taking part, share success stories on #BikeToSchoolWeek and 

above all, have fun. 
 

 

Bike to School Week is delivered by Sustrans, with support from our partners the Bikeability Trust. 

To find out more about Bike to School Week and download the free resources visit...  

www.sustrans.org.uk/BiketoSchoolWeek  

 

If you have any questions, suggestions or feedback please contact us at education@sustrans.org.uk.  

We’re always happy to hear from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SQ-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SP-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SO-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SN-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SM-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SL-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SJ-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-7JLJV-V9813V-4KH2SI-1/c.aspx
mailto:education@sustrans.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For those who use the Staverton / Paxcroft Mead bus   
 
You will have realised that we have had a few issues with oversubscription for this service. Even after completing a survey 
for numbers, there were too many students for the numbers who had completed the survey.  We have had to make the 
decision to change the route and timings to the bus to collect all the students who require a service from Staverton / 
Paxcroft Mead.  The amount of students ranges from 45 one day to 59 the next.  Beeline provide a 53 seater and were 
left unsure of which days additional runs would be needed.  This can make students very anxious each day.  Therefore we 
have adapted the route to ensure that all students can be picked up every day.  This may mean an earlier start for some.  
However I do want to reassure you that the school does have a breakfast club that open at 07.45am each morning in the 
main restaurant where students will be safe, warm and supervised. 
 
There will be a slight increase in the fare as there is an increase in the time the bus and driver will be needed.  We have 
negotiated with Beeline an increase from Monday 27th to £23per week for a 5-day ticket.  This will be in place until the 
end of December and may increase to £25per week for a 5-day ticket from January 2022.   We apologise for the 
inconvenience and stress this has caused some parents and students, however we feel this new route and timings are the 
best option.  However we will be monitoring this with the company. 
 
This is the new route and timings 
 
FROM MONDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
Prices will be  
Weekly Tickets £23    
4 Day Ticket £20  
3 Day Ticket- £15 
Return Journey- £6 
Single Journey- £4 
 

 
 

 


