
 

15 July 2021 

Dear Parent 

Year 9 Circuit Break – July 15th and July 16th 

Today we have been alerted to a further positive case of COVID 19 in year 9. This is now the fourth 
case over a short period of time and it would mean that we will have almost a third of the year 
group self-isolating. 

I have spoken with Public Health at length today and we have agreed that the best way to approach 
this is to implement a ‘circuit break’ in school for year 9 to allow for any further positive cases to be 
established prior to the last week of term. It is not a decision I wanted to make but the number of 
cases in one year group and the number of students isolating have meant it is the only option we 
have. I apologise for the inconvenience this will cause you. 

This means that all year 9 students should remain at home on Thursday 15th July and Friday 16th July 
unless already self-isolating. Those already identified as close contacts should follow the information 
on their personalised letter that will have been sent by the school. 

Apart from those already self-isolating, if your child has not become symptomatic, had a positive test 
result or been identified as a close contact through another venue, they can return to school on 
Monday 19th July. We are doing this, based on advice and guidance, to try to break the transmission 
in advance of the summer holiday as well as provide the most effective education for all students in 
the year group.  

If your child is already self-isolating as they have previously been identified as a close contact of a 
positive case, they must continue to isolate for the dates that have already been communicated. 
However, the remainder of the year group are not currently identified as close contacts and do not 
need to isolate at home over the weekend. 

On Thursday 15th and Friday 16th July, the majority of lessons will be conducted for all Y9 students on 
Teams. Where this is not possible, work will be provided on ClassCharts. 

We would also ask that you conduct a lateral flow test on Sunday before returning to school on 
Monday 19th July. If the test is positive: 

 Inform the school of the positive test result using the admin@st-laurence.com email address 
 do not attend school 
 continue to self-isolate 
 book a PCR test  

You will receive further guidance and isolation dates from Public Health England when your PCR test 
result is confirmed. 
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