
 

 

22nd July 2021 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

I hope you are well and that the prospect of the summer break is a positive one for you.  I hope we 

get some great weather, a sense of moving forward from the extremely challenging year we have 

had and some time as a family to get away. This is the first end of year letter that I have written to 

you and yet I feel as if I have been at the school for many years. I have been made to feel extremely 

welcome by you, our amazing students and the community as a whole. For that, I offer you my 

sincerest thanks. 

It has to be noted what a year it has been. September saw the apparent ‘return’ of students to 

lessons in school but the term was disrupted through cases rising, locally and nationally, and this 

then led to the third lockdown on January 4th. Students were at home again but the live lesson 

development meant that most students had a more personalised and engaging experience with their 

learning. Later in March, we invited students back and had to establish a testing centre on site and 

year 11 and 13 students had examinations cancelled and schools were tasked with providing the 

Teacher Assessed Grades. With only days left, we still have a sense of uncertainty about next year. 

With cases again rising in the community it is hard to predict where will be in six weeks’ time but we 

know that we will have to implement testing again on return to school for all year groups and 

currently there is a consultation on how students will be assessed next summer. What I hope we are 

succeeding with is keeping a sense of stability here at school for our students and trying to make 

sure we meet their needs as much as we are able. If we have had to send groups home to isolate, I 

do sincerely apologise as I know this will have caused frustration and inconvenience but please know 

this has only been done when absolutely necessary. The timings have also caused issues as on 

occasion, we have not been aware of an issue until students arrived at school and again, this will 

have been frustrating. If we could have done it earlier we really would have. 

On our return in September, we have planned a series of training days for staff that focus on our 

ethos and on teaching and learning. I want all staff to be reminded of our mission that ‘people are 

our treasure’ and explore again how that is lived out in a daily interaction. I also want us to plan for 

engaging, personalised and impactful teaching and learning so that if we do have an uninterrupted 

year, students make the progress they need, to ensure their aspirations remain within reach. 

We do have some new staff joining us in September and of course, that means that we are waving 

farewell to some also. We wish all of them well in the future and thank them for their commitment 

and hard work. Although we value all their contributions, I would like to say a special farewell to 

Miss Scott in Maths who has been here 12 years; Mr Taylor in PE for 15 years’ service; Mrs Marlow 

in RE and Mrs Chantry in Geography for 18 years’ service; and Dr Alldred for 22 and a half years of 

service. Finally, we are saying farewell to Ms Purnell, our Deputy Head, who has been promoted to 

the role of Headteacher at Ansford Academy. On a personal note, I could not have asked for a 

greater person to support me in what was a very difficult transition into a new school. We will miss 

her kindness, her wisdom and her incredible commitment to the school and we know she will be an 

excellent Headteacher. 



 

 

The School continues to have Safeguarding as its priority and we know that this last year has created 

many new needs and issues regarding student, staff and parental wellbeing. We have adapted 

approaches and spent much time considering the PSHE and wellbeing programme so we can 

support. We have also been working on a response to the Everyone’s Invited movement. Wiltshire 

Local Authority asked every school to review their practices in relation to sexual abuse and we now 

have an established working group made up of staff and Governors. We invited parental input so 

many thanks to those of you who responded and we have also sought student feedback. September 

will see the last meeting where final decisions and plans will be made and we will communicate 

further about that then. 

Moving forward, I am very keen to be able to see the School in its more ‘normal’ operation as I have 

yet to experience that. What I will be focussing on and asking staff to do is ensure we are providing 

as many opportunities as possible for students to take part in leadership, both in school and further 

afield. I want clubs and enrichment activities to be fully up and running and will be running one 

myself; a production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ to be performed as part of the Shakespeare 

Schools’ Festival at the Tobacco Factory in Bristol. This will be only one of so many opportunities for 

your child to enrich and develop their learning and character. I also want the school to be outward 

facing, finding partnerships and links with outside agencies to further enhance what we do here. 

I hope also that I get the opportunity to physically meet with you. We are planning to hold some ‘in 

person’ events next year although listening to your feedback, we will be keeping parents’ evenings 

online. Meeting online or communicating via email is not the best way to form relationships but they 

sadly have been our only option. Although we have busy lives here at school, as you do, we will 

endeavour to meet where possible. 

A reminder about our return in September: 

Date School Activity Students Required 

Wednesday 1st September INSET day None 

Thursday 2nd September  INSET day None 

Friday 3rd September Year 7 and 12 Induction Year 7 and 12 (8.25am) 

Monday 6th September School open All years (8.25am) 

 

Our expectations for uniform, attendance and attitude will remain extremely high and if you have 

any questions about procedures or what is needed, please do contact the school. A reminder though 

that as of September, students need to arrive in school uniform and change into PE kit if they have 

PE or Dance that day. 

For now, thank you again for your welcome and I wish you a relaxing and enjoyable summer 

Best wishes 

 
Tim Farrer 
Headteacher 


