
 

DofE Bronze Expedition Update 2 
 

«FirstName» «LastName» «Temp_Reg» 
 

18 April 2021 

 

Dear «FirstName», 

I am writing to confirm details for the next stage of our Bronze DofE Expedition. It contains a 
reminder of important dates, news about your DofE Team, an explanation of our no camping rule 
and a reminder of your kit list. 

 

Teams 
At present we have 55 boys and 45 girls registered to take part in our DofE expedition. From this 
number I must create 15 mixed groups of 6 or 7 students. I am grateful to those students who 
specified a preference for team members. I have tried hard to ensure that everyone has as many of 
their chosen friends in their group as possible. There is a full list of all the Teams at the end of this 
letter. 

«FirstName» you are in Team «Team». 

 

Dates Reminder 
There are three important dates which you need to be working towards. You will receive important 
information about your two weekends at the Expedition Initial Meeting this Wednesday. 

 

Expedition Initial Meeting Wednesday, 21st April 2021, 15:00 - 16:00 
 That’s this Wednesday immediately after school. 
 
Practice Weekend Saturday 8th May & Sunday 9th May 2021 at St Laurence 

School 
 
Assessed Expedition Weekend Friday 18th June & Saturday 19th June 2021 in The 

Mendip Hills, Somerset.  
 



 

Expedition Weekend – No Camping 
The no camping decision is extremely disappointing for everyone. As several of your parents 
have pointed out, the overnight camping is the highlight of the weekend and everyone looks 
forward to this as do our volunteer staff (teachers like camping too). It also places an 
additional transport burden upon your parents which we regret. So why can’t we camp 
when technically (as things stand) this would be allowed by the government. 
 
• After over a year of locked down and zoned learning St Laurence School is working 

toward a phased return to normal classroom teaching. Unfortunately, our Expedition 
Weekend comes before this planned return and we must adhere to the main school 
timetable. 

• Yes, you share classrooms and recreational space within you bubble but sharing a tent 
all night with two or three other people from different households who may 
unknowingly carry the Covid19 virus is very different. 

• We cannot guarantee that England’s roadmap out of lockdown is going to proceed 
without setbacks, so we must work toward a resilient plan. 

 
Apart from this disappointing set back the Practice Weekend and the Assessed Expedition 
will proceed in all other respects and our expedition providers will make every effort to 
ensure that your experience is as real as possible and as true to the sprit of DofE as we can. 
You will receive training in all aspects of the expedition including pitching tents and camp 
craft and you will need to take at least one tent per team with you on the expedition. 
 
 

Kit List 
So, there is no change to the kit list. Tents and other camping hardware will be provided by 
Wildcountry Consultants. A good rucksack can be a friend for life, and it can take you on 
many adventures. I hope that yours will give years of active service. However, St Laurence 
School does have some rucksacks and other kit such as boots for hire if you’re not sure. 
Please contact Mr Peters for more details. (marpet@st-laurence.com). A copy of 
Wildcountry Consultants kit list is available on the St Laurence School website. See School 
Life / Outdoor Education. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr Peters (DofE Bronze Maternity Cover) 
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