
 

 
 
 

Friday 5th March 2021 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 

I hope this finds you well and that your child is, amongst other things, feeling positive about 

returning to school next week. I am very excited to finally have an opportunity to see the school in 

‘normal’ operation and to get to meet the students. I will be teaching my first face to face lessons 

since joining next week as well which I am very much looking forward to.  At the end of this update, 

please see some detail that has come from Wiltshire regarding travel to school and testing – this is in 

addition to the information we have already shared. 

All the information necessary for our return has come out to you.  In terms of consent I am delighted 

to see that 90% have agreed and the testing programme will begin next week as outlined. Please talk 

through the return plan with your child and make sure they have everything they need to make a 

running start on their first day back.  

We will be offering tutorial time for students and ensuring that their pastoral and wellbeing needs 

are met, alongside a swift return to their academic studies. Year 13 will be carrying out some in class 

assessments from 15th March to support with the CAG process and we will be informing parents of 

the school’s approach to CAGs this year but only after we have welcomed students back.  

The school will have to continue to operate the zone system so please remind your child to use the 

correct entrance and exit and also, please get them to revisit the timings of the school day as they 

may have forgotten. 

With the excitement I feel, I also appreciate just how hard the staff have worked across the third 

lockdown and how hard staff are working now to ensure a safe and productive return for students.  I 

imagine students have the fullest range of feelings about their return – from great excitement to 

significant worry – and for me, the best way to approach this, is to ensure we work together and 

remain in communication with each other. Please be assured we will do everything in our power to 

welcome them back and support them as they readjust to school again. 

Year 12 & 13 return to school 

Students will come to school for their 1st Covid test on Monday 8th and then return home. 

A reminder that students will start lessons in school P2 on Tuesday 9th March. There will be no 

taught lesson P1 and work will be put on Class Charts. If students need to come in earlier that is fine 

and they can work in their usual study spaces. 

Year 13 Covid Tests 

Year 13s will collect their 3rd and final test when they have their 2nd one on Thursday next week. 

They can take this test at home the following week, self-test and email in test results. We have taken 

this decision to support students so they do not need to worry about this when the have their In 

School Assessments. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
Asymptomatic Testing  
 
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. 
Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not have 
symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and 
support bubbles. Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, 
childcare or support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 

• through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 

• by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2 
packs of 7 tests 

• by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing 
through other routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most. 

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from mobiles 
and landlines).  Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm. 
 
Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to take a test. 
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, 
washing hands, wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital 
role in reducing transmission rates.  Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our everyday 
lives will help us all to play our part and do what we can to protect each other. 

Travelling to school safely 
 

If you live a short distance from school, walk, cycle or scoot to and from school wherever it is 
possible and safe to do so.  Avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of your household or support 
bubble.  if you are using public transport to get to school, plan ahead and allow more time for your 
journey.  When you are travelling by public or dedicated school transport, don’t forget to: 

• wear a face covering (unless you are exempt, including if you are aged 11 and under). It 
is important you wear them for the entirety of your journey, including inside a bus or 
train station 

• social distance where possible 

• wash or sanitise your hands regularly 

• be considerate to fellow passengers and staff 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

With kind regards, 

 
Tim Farrer 
Headteacher 
 
 

   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff

