
 

 
 
 

Tuesday, 2nd March 2021 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 

I hope this finds you well. We are very busy preparing for the return of the students and on a 

personal level, I must tell you how excited I am to finally be meeting my students. 

You will have received from me last week, the outline timetable for testing and return to school. 

Having canvassed the local schools, it seems that every school is taking a different approach but we 

seem to be one of the first in terms of getting students back on site. That is not to say we are rushing 

it, but we do believe they need to be back in face to face lessons. As part of this, we are following 

the guidance when we ask that, unless exempt, students wear a mask in all communal areas and in 

classrooms. This will add a further layer of protection and therefore confidence in being present in 

school and although we will not be taking a heavy handed approach, we will be reminding students 

and our expectation is that they follow our instructions. If your child is exempt from wearing a mask, 

please ensure that you have contacted your son/daughter’s Head of House so that an exemption 

card can be issued and school staff informed. 

Testing 

The deadline to give consent for the lateral flow testing is 10am on Wednesday 3rd March. This is 

voluntary but I would encourage you to respond. The link with a personal code to book a testing 

appointment on Monday or Wednesday or both will be coming to you today. The more testing that 

takes place, whatever the views of their reliability, the greater the likelihood of additional safety for 

the wider school community, parents and relatives. 

Uniform expectations  

We are aware that most shops are closed at the moment so buying new uniform may be tricky.  As a 

result, we will be making the same adjustments as we did at the start of the academic year and 

offering the compromise of either wearing school uniform or school PE kit. We will expect students 

to follow the published expectations for school PE Kit and school uniform as detailed on the school 

website. Students must not mix and match the school uniform with the school PE Kit.  

Behaviour expectations 

Our normal high expectations of behaviour are unchanged.  In addition, we will be enforcing strict 

requirements around public health and will not tolerate students’ failure to observe rules around 

staying within designated zones, observing good hygiene, hand washing and refraining from actions 

which cause harm or alarm to others. 

Equipment  

For obvious reasons, sharing of equipment will still not be possible, so a basic kit of the following 

items is essential: Pens, Pencils, Pencil sharpener, Eraser, Ruler, Basic maths equipment, Calculator, 

Highlighters, Scissors, Glue stick.  In addition, 6th form students will need one Lever Arch Day Folder 

with dividers for each subject. 



 

 

 

Arrivals once term is underway  

Routines will be very familiar to students as they have not changed since they were established in 

the autumn term. Each year group will enter and leave the site by the specific entrance / exit they 

used from September, which is signed clearly. There will also be a small amount of staggering to 

keep year groups apart as they arrive and leave. Full details are given below. Upon arrival, every 

student will be required to wash their hands and sanitiser will be available throughout the day as 

well. We would like students NOT to arrive on site before 8.15 am please. However, we do recognise 

that this will not always be possible so, as before, students will be able to wait in their specific 

outdoor area until they move to their tutor rooms. We expect all students to be on site for 8.25am 

so that they have time to wash their hands before moving to their tutor rooms when directed by 

duty staff at 8.30am.  

Below are the timings of the school day which are also in the student planner. It would be useful for 

students to familiarise themselves with this again prior to return. 

TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY 
from Tuesday 9th March 2021 

 
TIME 
 

LESSON ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

8.35am – 9.00am Tutorial 
 

 

9.00am – 10.00am Period 1 
 

10.00am – 11.20am Period 2 (including break) Y7 + Y9       10.00am – 10.20am 
Y11 + 6F     10.30am – 10.50am   BREAK TIMES 
Y8 + Y10     11.00am – 11.20am 
 

11.20am – 12.20pm Period 3 
 

 

12.20pm – 2.00pm Period 4 (including lunch) Y7 + Y9       12.20pm – 12.50pm 
Y11 + 6F     12.55pm – 1.25pm    LUNCH TIMES 
Y8 + Y10     1.30pm – 2.00pm 
 

2.00pm – 3.00pm Period 5 (including 
staggered finish) 

Y7 + Y8        2.50pm 
Y9 + Y10      2.55pm                       EXIT TIMES 
Y11 + 6F      3.00pm 
 

 

Leaving the site  

We will continue to stagger the end of the school day, as detailed above, to allow for a smooth exit 

from the site. We have kept the amount of staggering to a minimum to avoid disruption. We will 

review these arrangements as the term progresses.  

 



 

 

 

 

St Laurence Extra 

Before and after school clubs and activities will not, unfortunately, be available, at least until Easter, 

while we evaluate the situation. This is to ensure that we maintain bubbles separation and also 

enable the required level of cleaning to take place. 

A further email will come to you at the end of this week but for now, take care. 

With kind regards, 

 
Tim Farrer 
Headteacher 
 
 

   


