
 

Friday 22nd January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I do hope this letter finds you and your family well and that you are managing to cope with 

the continued lockdown. We have had some lovely feedback from you regarding the online, 

live lessons but as a way of gauging how well they are progressing, we will be sending out a 

'Family Survey' next week. Rather than a 'parent' survey, we are asking you to complete it 

with your son or daughter so we can get the fullest picture of how well we are supporting 

you all. The consultation on how students will be assessed in the summer is now open and 

this closes next week. After that point, we will be able to give you a clearer idea as to what 

will be happening and how the school will respond. For now, our advice is very much to 

continue with all the work being set by teaching staff so that the fullest body of evidence 

will be available come the summer. 

There are some updates for you this week and they are listed below: 

 

Online Learning: Attendance 
We are monitoring attendance at online lessons and are really pleased to see that students 
are sustaining high levels of attendance and engaging well in in our remote learning 
provision.  If students are absent from their lessons, we will be contacting you. We do 
understand that there may be good reasons why students are unable to attend lessons on a 
particular day, for example if they are ill.  In those cases, please can you communicate with 
us by 8.30am on the day of absence by either calling the school absence line on 
01225 309501 or emailing attendance@st-laurence.com 
 

Wellbeing 

At St Laurence School we value your child’s emotional wellbeing as highly as their academic 
success.  There is an increasing awareness about how the pandemic could impact all our 
mental health and we are especially concerned about the wellbeing of our young people 
during this period of school closure.  We want to signpost you to the wealth of resources 
available on our school website if you require support for your child or your family.   
  
Please click on the red button on the home page for support services that may be of use 
during this lockdown.  The student wellbeing section (under school life) has an additional 
range of resources covering a wider range of issues. 
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February Half term 

We have taken the decision that we will not be open for students over the half term in 

February. Demand for this was minimal in the first lockdown and as all lessons are being 

delivered online, we feel we are meeting the curriculum needs of the students. However, 

the local authority is offering to provide activities for students and families that need them. 

If you need help in accessing these, please contact your child's Head of House. 

 
6th Form: 
Really well done on all the hard work we are seeing in lessons – keep at it and ensure you 
are staying up to date with all work set on Class Charts please. 
  
UCAS – A reminder that the application deadline was extended until January 29th – all 
applications must be submitted before then. 
  
If you have any concerns at all – remember to get in touch directly with the 6th Form Team:  
Mr Blowers, Mrs Chatfield & Mrs Brown 
 
I wish you a lovely weekend. 
 
With kind regards, 

 
Tim Farrer 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


