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Welcome to Key Stage 4 at St Laurence. 

It’s time for our Year 9 students to decide which subjects 
they will study over the next two years. 

Some subjects are compulsory and students must follow 
these courses as core subjects in Year 10 and Year 11. 

In addition, students are able to choose from a range of 
option subjects, some of which they will have studied in Year 
7 to Year  9, some of which will be new. 

In designing our Key Stage 4 curriculum, we have 
endeavoured to provide a range of courses to suit student 
needs, enabling them to achieve success and prepare them 
for their next steps after Year 11. 

The move from Year 9 into Year 10 is an exciting one and one 

that students typically embrace with open arms. It is really 

the first time in their school life that they have a choice about 

their future pathway. We pride ourselves on offering a broad 

and balanced curriculum; one that students can really engage 

with and study subjects they are genuinely passionate about. 

The choices that students make over the coming term are 

important ones. They will shape the choices they make for 

their post-16 study; be that onto A-Levels, College courses 

or Apprenticeships. For students and parents this can be 

daunting, but further support will be available at that time. 

However, we believe the best advice to give during the 

options process is to remind students to study what they 

find interesting.  

 

Mr T Hainsworth 

Director of Learning & Progress (KS4) 

 
Mr C Dutton 
Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum, Standards & 
Assessment) 

Our curriculum reflects our Christian Mission and Values. These are rooted in the narrative of the martyr St 

Laurence, who when ordered by the prefect of Rome to bring the treasures of the Church, responded by saying 

“people are the Church's treasure".  In Matthew 6.21, we read: “for where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also”. At St Laurence you will find a School whose vision and practice is informed by the belief that 

people are our treasure, as a gift from God, and are far more important than narrow definitions of educational 

excellence.  In our practice you will see where our heart is.  

Introduction 
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Our KS4 Curriculum 

The diagram above shows the curriculum time given to different areas of the Key Stage 4 curriculum. We feel 

that the proportion of curriculum time in English and Maths allows all students to achieve their potential in 

these subjects and opens up more routes of study after Year 11. This is of particular importance as students 

will continue in education until the age of 18, as a result of the Raising of the Participation Age (RPA), and will 

be expected to achieve at least a Grade 4 in GCSE English and Maths.  

 

To ensure students can access a variety of progression routes following the completion of their GCSEs, at least 

one option choice should be French, German, Geography or History.  We strongly recommend that students 

choose a modern language (French or German) alongside  Geography or History.  

 

Given the church status of St Laurence School, it is a requirement that all students study Philosophy & Ethics 

and we feel that this GCSE will provide them with the critical thinking skills to be able to express their personal 

responses and insights on questions and issues surrounding identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, 

values and commitments.  

 

In Key Stage 4, students will be able to develop 

a whole range of skills, many of which they 

have embedded as part of their Key Stage 3 

curriculum in all subjects. Over the coming 

term, students will receive a range of advice 

from a variety of members of staff across the 

school.  

 

For more information and to see curriculum 

maps for each subject, please visit the Key 

Stage 4 section of the school website. 

Your child's 

curriculum 

Core subjects 

Option subjects 

English &  

English Literature (16%) 

Maths (14%) 

Combined Science (18%) 

Philosophy, Ethics & World 

Beliefs (10%) 

Core PE (8%) 

PSHE (4%) 

Option 1 (10%) 

Option 2 (10%) 

Option 3 (10%) 
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Curriculum Reform 

Following the reform to all GCSE qualifications in 2015, all 

subjects follow revised specifications for GCSE graded 9-1. 

This has replaced the more traditional subject gradings of 

A*-G. As part of this reform students are expected to study 

each of their subjects over a two year period in linear 

fashion; i.e. the exams are all taken at the end of Year 11. 

In addition, coursework (non-examined assessment) has 

been removed or reduced in these new specifications for 

the majority of GCSE qualifications. Foundation papers are 

available in Science, Maths and Modern Foreign Languages 

but have been removed in all other subjects, with the 

principle that students of all abilities will still be able to 

access similar questions found within a one tier paper 

system.  

 

The table to the right, provided by Ofqual, demonstrates 

the grading system that is currently in place and how it 

correlates to the previous A*-G structure. 

A small number of our students will be offered the opportunity to study a slightly different curriculum. These 

students will receive a designated letter stating this offer. This offer includes the opportunity to study Land 

Based Studies for three hours per week at Lackham College or study one less GCSE option in favour of 

additional English, Maths and Science. Some students are also offered the chance to work towards the 

Certificate of Personal Effectiveness provided by ASDAN. These students are invited on a needs basis following 

discussions between the Learning & Progress and AEN teams. 

 

In addition, we also offer some students a tailored curriculum with either time in Study Support or some 

additional core intervention and some private study slots.  In order to ensure the students have access to the 

most appropriate curriculum,  the Learning & Progress 

and AEN teams, will make contact to discuss these choices 

with you.  

As well as this, in Year 11, some students are offered the 

opportunity for six weeks’ additional timetabled English 

and Maths lessons to focus on securing the best grade for 

them in these subjects.  These students are identified by 

the English and Maths teams each half-term. 

Support to succeed  

GCSE grading 
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Making your choices 
Deciding on option choices can be a challenging time for all students. They will study these subjects for a two 

year period and will help inform their choices for post-16 studies; be that A-Levels, College courses or 

Apprenticeships. The skills students develop over the two years will also support them in any career path they 

take.  
 

For these reasons, it is important that students take the time to think through their option choices carefully. 

They should consider what they enjoy studying at the moment and if they think the courses sound interesting 

enough to keep them engaged for another two years. Consider how they feel about each subject and their 

confidence with them; do they feel as though they can be successful in these subjects?  
 

If students have some understanding of the career path they would like to take, they need to spend some time 

working backwards from that career. What do they need to do, to be able to work in that specific area? Do 

they need to go to university? What would they need to study? From there, students can work backwards and 

consider what A-Levels or College course they need to complete and therefore what GCSE subjects will best 

prepare them for that. In this instance, an appointments with our Careers Advisor may be worthwhile.  
 

However, many students don’t have their career plans mapped out and it is not expected that they do. For 

these students, it is important that they consider carefully what they enjoy and what they feel as though they 

can succeed in.  
 

Who to talk to about your choices 
There are a range of different members of staff that can support students through this options process. Subject 

teachers, tutors, Head of House, careers advisors and the Learning & Progress team are all available to offer 

advice. In addition, older students will have current knowledge of different subjects. Parents and siblings will 

also have valuable advice worth listening to. 
 

Ultimately, students need to make the decision that is right for them.  

What will they 

find enjoyable 

and interesting to 

study for two 

years? 

What 

qualifications do 

they need for 

your post-16 

studies? 

What subject(s) do 

they feel confident in 

and can succeed in? 

Year 9 Options Process 
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Year 9 Options Process 
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Once all forms have been 

returned, we will construct 

the Key Stage 4 timetable and 

will try to accommodate all of 

your preferences. Very 

occasionally, we cannot offer 

the subjects you have chosen. 

If this happens, we will 

contact students and parents 

directly to discuss the 

possible alternatives.  



 

 

Careers at St Laurence 

Careers Education Information, Advice and Guidance 
(CEIAG) is an integral part of your education. 

Careers Education is mainly delivered through PSHE lessons 
and work experience but indirectly in many different ways; 
for example through visitors to school, visiting speakers in 
Collective Worship, as well as part-time jobs, friends and 
family. This year in particular there are also many online 
opportunities available to you which you can access 
through the school website or via the announcements 
section in ClassCharts.  

Careers Information is widely available and there are 
several links on the school website that will support your 
research into different careers. By now you should have had information about CareerPilot which is the e-
portfolio we will be using in school. Alongside the activities in the online tutorial, there is a huge amount of 
information which you can relate to your specific interests and skills. The website ‘Career Comp@nion’ is also 
an excellent pathway through which to discover more about your chosen career.  

Advice and guidance is available throughout your school life from teachers, Heads of House or Subject, 
tutors and specific staff. At times of transition (Year 9, Year 11 and Years 12/13), careers advice can be 
crucial to decisions that you make about your future. To support you in making your Career Plan, your 
tutor will mentor you throughout your GCSEs at key points. This will keep your Head of House informed 
of your ideas and discussions. 

Tips for making decisions 

• Think of the decision as part of a longer-term plan 

• Consider what are your best subjects and why 

• Attend the Key Stage 4 Curriculum evening and talk to your teachers at the Year 9 Subject Evening 

• Find out (through research) if you need certain subjects to pursue a particular university 

course or job/career 

• Email the Careers team for an appointment with a Careers 
Advisor 

 

How to contact the Independent Careers Adviser for an 
interview? 

You should ask your tutor to contact Ms Woodley or Ms Smith. 
Email: careers@st-laurence.com 

How do you get help and advice? 

Within school, there are a number of key people, other than your 
teachers or tutor, who you can talk to for advice: 

• Mr Dutton - Assistant Head (Curriculum, Standards, Assessment) 
• Mr Hainsworth - Director of Learning and Progress (KS4) 
• Mrs Rhodes - Director of Learning and Progress (KS3) 
• Ms Woodley - CEIAG coordinator 
• Ms Smith - CEIAG administrator 
• Heads of House / Assistant Heads of House / Tutor 
 
For more information regarding Careers, please visit the Careers 
section of the school website.  
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Option subjects 

Art and Design 

Business Studies 

Computer Science 

Dance 

Design Technology 

(Product Design) 

Design Technology (Textiles) 

Drama 

Food 

French  

Geography 

German 

Graphic Communication 

History 

Music 

PE (GCSE) 

Separate Sciences 

Sport Studies 

For more information about each subject, please see the curriculum maps on the Key Stage 4 section of the 

school website. 

https://st-laurence.com/key-stage-4


 

 

Art and Design 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

If you want to develop skills in art and design, expand your 

creativity and imagination then you will enjoy GCSE Fine Art and 

Design. You will get involved in, and work with, a wide range of 

media applications, possibilities for personal expression are 

endless! The qualification can lead to art and design related 

employment or to courses such as A Level or other Art and Design 

courses which in turn can lead to Higher Education. 

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification and study art from a wide variety of sources. During the course, students 

look at three topics: 

Assessment 

The course is 100% coursework; there is no written examination. 

Component 1: Portfolio 60% 

Your portfolio should include research including artist analysis, supporting studies and work showing the 

development of your ideas, leading to two final pieces of art work. 

Component 2: Externally set assignment 40% 

Students respond to their chosen theme from an externally set assignment paper. There is a preparatory period 

to develop supporting studies followed by 10 hours of supervised time to produce a final piece of work. 

All non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school/college and moderated by the exam board during 

a visit.  

 

Progression 

The qualification can lead to art and design related employment or to courses such as A Level or BTEC Art, 

which in turn can lead to Higher Education courses. Careers in art and design span many different specialist 

areas, from painting, sculpture and photography, to architecture, fashion, animation and graphic design.  

 

Who to contact 

Mrs L Metcalfe  -  lismet@st-laurence.com 
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Natural Forms 

Students experiment with a range a wide range of materials and techniques to 

produce studies and a final outcome based on organic natural shapes, e.g. shells, 

flowers, plants, skulls, insects, wildlife, fruit etc. 

Man Made 

Students experiment with a wide range of materials and techniques to produce 

studies and a final piece based on man made objects, environments and concepts, 

e.g. tools, architecture, collections, possessions, fashion, etc. 

Theme set by the 

exam board 

Students select a theme from a selection set by the exam board to produce a mini 

portfolio and final piece of work. 
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Business Studies 
Option subject 
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Who would enjoy this subject? 

If you enjoy communicating and explaining your ideas, 

thinking creatively and making decisions, working with 

numbers to solve business problems or learning about the 

world of business through real and relevant local, national 

and international brands, then GCSE Business Studies is the 

right subject for you. It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied 

this prior to taking this course. You might have an interest in 

business, and want to start your own one day. You may have 

an enquiring mind and be interested in learning about the world around you, how businesses are set up, and 

what it is that makes someone a great entrepreneur. This course will help you to understand all this and more. 

Content 
Students follow the Edexcel specification and as part of this they are expected to cover: 

Assessment 

The qualification is 100% examination. The topics will be assessed in two equally weighted exam papers at the 

end of the course. There is no coursework.   

Paper 1 - Investigating business; 90 minute exam; 50% of the grade.  

Paper 2 - Building a business; 90 minute exam; 50% of the grade.    
 

Progression 
After this qualification you’ll understand the world of business and have developed skills in:  

- making decisions and developing persuasive arguments 

- creative and practical problem solving 

- understanding data, finance and communication.  

It’s also a great step preparing you for further and higher education such as A levels and BTEC courses. GCSE 

Business Studies could help prepare you for an entrepreneurial role and help you to gain an understanding of 

what is involved in a business-related profession, like accountancy, law, marketing leisure and tourism.  

Who to contact 

Mr D McNulty - darmcn@st-laurence.com 

Investigating business  

1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship  

1.2 Spotting a business opportunity  

1.3 Putting an idea into practice 

1.4 Making the business effective 

1.5 Understanding external influences on business  

Building a business  

2.1 Growing the business 

2.2. Making marketing decisions  

2.3 Making operational decisions  

2.4 Making financial decisions 

2.5  Making human resource decisions 

Contents page 
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Computer Science 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

This course will provide you with an understanding of the basics of 
computer programming and how it can be used to solve problems. 
Students will also learn the ‘behind the scenes’ of computers and 
discover how they work, looking into the relevant software/ 
hardware required to make computers function the way they do. 
Students will carry out investigations into practical problems relating 
to current issues involving mobile phones and gaming. Students will 
need to be able to think logically and have good problem solving 
skills to succeed at GCSE computing. This is an academic course and 
requires you to have a confident understanding of maths and a 
“confident” as per the Key Learning Concepts grid. 
 

Content 

Students follow the OCR specification and as a result will study the following: 

 

 
 

 

Assessment 

The assessment is 100% examination. The exams take place at the end of Year 11.   

Paper 1: Computer Systems – 1 hour 30 minutes; 50% of the grade. 

Paper 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming – 1 hour 30 minutes; 50% of the grade 

 

Progression 

The course immediately leads onto computing courses and is a good starting point into any career involving 
Computers or ICT. Potential careers include;  
 
• computer programmer 
• computer game developer 
• cryptanalyst  
• app inventor 
 
Studying computer sciences prepares students for the changing digital world. 
 

Who to contact 

Mr M Minghella - marmin@st-laurence.com  

 Computer Systems 

Systems architecture, Memory and storage, Computer networks, connections and 

protocols, Network security, Systems software, Ethical, legal, cultural and 

environmental impacts of digital technology 

 Computational 

Thinking, Algorithms 

and Programming. 

Algorithms, Programming fundamentals, Producing robust programs, Boolean 

logic, Programming languages and Integrated Development Environments  
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Dance 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which 

encourages dancers to develop their creative, 

physical, emotional and intellectual capacity. 

Dancers are good leaders who are not afraid to 

perform solo. Dance is not just a practical subject, 

it also includes a large theory element where 

dancers are taught to describe, interpret and 

evaluate professional dance works.  

 

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification. They cover the following topics: 

 
 

It is strongly recommended that students who study GCSE Dance attend a one hour after school session to 

practice their performances. 

 

Assessment 

40% of the course is based on a single written examination. The other 60% is controlled assessment.  

You will be required to: 

 
Performance -  30% of the GCSE; set phrases through solo performance and duet/trio performance 
Choreography -  30% of the GCSE; choreograph a solo/duo/group dance 
Appreciation - 1 hour 30 minutes written exam; 40% of the GCSE; based on students own practice in 
performance and choreography and the GCSE Dance anthology 

 

Progression 

Students can study dance as an A-Level and onto University. They can also attend specialised dance colleges. 

Mostly, dancers can apply their skills to the following industries: Dance leaders in local area. Dance teachers. 

Work in arts administration for a dance company or theatre. A Yoga or Pilate’s instructor. A dance photographer 

or videographer. Costume or clothing designer. A physical therapist or dance medicine specialist.  
 

Who to contact:   

Miss S Eyles - sareyl@st-laurence.com  

Performance  
This includes two set solo contemporary dance phrases taught by the teacher 

and a trio performance piece.  

Choreography 
This includes responding to a set stimulus from AQA and independently  

creating a choreography in response to that stimulus.  

Appreciation   
This includes the study of six professional set works,  evaluating your own 

performance and choreography . 
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Design Technology (Product Design) 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using 

creativity and imagination, you will design and make products that solve real 

and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering your own 

and others’ needs, wants and values. You acquire a broad range of subject 

knowledge and draw on disciplines such as Mathematics, Science, 

Engineering, Computing and Art. You will learn how to take risks, becoming 

resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the 

evaluation of past and present design and technology, you will develop a 

critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world.  
 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification and as a result will study the following: 

Assessment 

The course is 50% written exam and 50% coursework. 

Written exam: 2 hours; 50% of the GCSE 

Section A – Core technical principles  (including some multiple choice questions) 

Section B – Specialist technical principles  (short answer questions and one extended response) 

Section C – Designing and making principles (short answer and extended response questions) 

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30–35 hours; 50% of the GCSE 
Choose from a range of contexts to devise your own design brief.  Research, design, plan, make, analyse and 
evaluate.  You will produce a portfolio of work and a prototype of your chosen product. 

 

Progression 
This GCSE can lead to A level Design & Technology, careers and degrees in Engineering, Product Design, Interior 

Design, Fashion, and Architecture, demonstrating problem solving qualities, an ability to work to deadlines and 

a capacity to communicate graphically and verbally.  

 

Who to contact 

Mrs A Ainsworth - annain@st-laurence.com 
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Core technical principles 
Topics include new and emerging technologies, energy generation and 
storage, developments in new materials, systems approach to designing, 
mechanical devices, materials and their working properties. 

Specialist technical 
principles 

Topics include selection of materials or components, forces and stresses, 

ecological and social footprint, sources and origins, using and working with 
materials, stock forms, types and sizes, scales of production, specialist 
techniques and processes, surface treatments and finishes. 

Designing and making 
principles  

Topics include investigation, primary and secondary data, environmental, 
social and economic challenge, the work of others, design strategies, 
communication of design ideas, prototype development, selection of 
materials and components, tolerances, material management, 
specialist tools & equipment, specialist techniques & processes. 
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Design Technology (Textiles) 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using 

creativity and imagination, you will design and make Textiles products using fabrics 

and components which solve real and relevant problems. You will consider your 

own and others’ needs, wants and values in order to design textile products. You 

acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as 

Mathematics, Science and Art. You will learn how to take risks, becoming 

resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable designers. Through the evaluation 

of past and present trends and fashions, you will develop a critical understanding of 

the impact of the Textiles Industry on daily life and the wider world.  
 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification and as a result will study the following: 

 

Assessment 

The course is 50% written exam and 50% coursework. 

Written exam: 2 hours; 50% of GCSE 

Section A – Core technical principles  (including some multiple choice questions) 

Section B – Specialist technical principles  (short answer questions and one extended response) 

Section C – Designing and making principles (short answer and extended response questions) 

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30–35 hours; 50% of GCSE 
Choose from a range of contexts to devise your own design brief.  Research, design, plan, make, analyse and 
evaluate.  You will produce a portfolio of work and a prototype of your chosen product. 

 

Progression 
This GCSE can lead to A level Design & Technology (Fashion and Textiles), careers and degrees in  Fashion and 

Product Design, fashion journalism, Interior Design, and Architecture, demonstrating problem solving qualities, 

an ability to work to deadlines and a capacity to communicate graphically and verbally.  

 

Who to contact 

Mrs S Christie - sarchr@st-laurence.com 

Core technical 
principles 

Topics include new and emerging manufacturing technologies, developments in new 
fabrics and components, materials and their working properties, and the use of energy 
in the Textiles Industry.  

Specialist 
technical 
principles 

Topics include selection of textiles materials or components, forces and stresses on 
products, ecological and social footprint, sources and origins,  

using and working with different fabrics, stock forms of fabric and components, scales of 
production, specialist manufacturing techniques and processes, surface treatments and 
finishes. 

Designing and 
making 
principles  

Topics include investigation, using primary and secondary research data, environmental, 
social and economic challenge, the work of fashion designers, design strategies, 
communication of design ideas, toile development, selection of materials and 
components, tolerances, working with fabric properties i.e. drape and stretch, 
specialist tools & equipment, specialist techniques & processes. 
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Drama 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

GCSE Drama is a fantastic course and is not just about acting. The 

course inevitably covers all sorts of transferable skills that will be 

useful throughout life; communication, presentation/public speaking, 

group and leadership skills, problem solving, time management, 

initiative and the ability to work to a deadline as well as enabling you 

to embrace your creative side. Drama is also a subject to consider if 

you want a job in the entertainment industry, either in front of an 

audience or behind the scenes.  

Content 

Students follow the AQA Drama specification and as part of this they will cover the following topics:

 
Assessment 

As part of GCSE Drama, students will complete one theory exam as well as practical elements. 

Devising Workshop (40%): You take part in one practical devising workshop/performance (acting or design) 
and complete a Devising Written Log. This is internally assessed.  
Performance (20%): You will perform two extracts from one play in a formal exam performance.  This will be 
externally assessed. 
Examinations (40%): You will take a written exam that lasts 1 hour and 45 minutes. You will be assessed on your 

knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre based on the study of one set play and a live theatre 

review.  

Progression 

Students can study drama as an A-Level. The Drama and Theatre Studies course allows you to explore a range 

of different styles of theatre, theatre history as well as different practitioners.  From this point you could 

progress to expand your knowledge at University. There are also significant links to other subjects at A-Level 

and undergraduate courses. Higher levels of study include: BTEC National Performing Arts (Acting), LAMDA and 

Guildhall qualifications, Speech and Drama exams which can all lead to roles in the media industry. 

Who to contact 

Miss S Watts –  sopwat@st-laurence.com  

Page to Stage - Texts 

This includes exploring play texts. This is both a practical exploration and 
theory based unit. Plays studied might include The 39 Steps, and Blood 
Brothers  

Theatre Live 

This includes your analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre practi-
tioners. You will have the chance to attend theatre visits and workshops. 
You will also be given the opportunity to watch live/streamed pieces of 
theatre in a range of different styles. 

Devising  
This includes the creation of  a devised piece of drama that has been devel-
oped from a stimulus. You will develop your piece over time to create an in-
teresting and creative piece of theatre to perform to a live audience.  
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Food 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

The food and drink industry is the UK’s largest 

manufacturing sector.  There are a variety of career 

opportunities you could pursue in this field.  If you like a 

practical challenge, enjoy investigational work, learning 

about how and why recipes work (Food Science) then you 

will enjoy this course.  You will extend a range of practical 

skills, whilst also developing transferable skills such as 

organisation, time management, analysis, evaluation and 

independence.  Learning how to cook is a crucial life skill 

that enables you to feed yourselves and others affordably 

and well, now and in later life.  

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification and study the following topics: 

Assessment 

The course is 50% written examination and 50% coursework. 

Written examination - 50% of final GCSE grade; 1 hour 45 minute exam which covers the five content areas. 

Coursework - 50% of final GCSE grade; A food investigation assesses students' understanding of the working 

characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients. A report of approximately 2000 words will be 

written as evidence. A food preparation assessment to show your knowledge, skills and understanding as you 

plan, prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes in a three-hour practical exam. 

 

Progression 

Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark on an 

apprenticeship or full time career in the catering or food industries, for example, work in Health Promotion, 

Dietetics, Food Product Design / Recipe development, Environmental Health, Hotel and Retail Management, 

Hospitality and Consumer Education.   

 

Who to contact 

Mrs M Dobson - micdob@st-laurence.com 
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Food, nutrition and health  Current dietary guidelines, healthy eating, special diets 

Food science   
Why we cook food, methods of heat transfer, different cooking methods,  
functional & chemical properties of food 

Food safety 
Food spoilage, bacterial contamination, buying, storing, preparing &    

cooking food safely 

Food choice Factors influencing food choice, food labelling and marketing 

Food provenance 
Food and the environment, sustainability, food processing and  production, 

additives, GM and organic foods. 
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French 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

French adds an international dimension to your choice of 

GCSE subjects, which is something many employers and 

higher education providers are looking for.  French 

students have greater opportunities to work and/or study 

abroad, or work for companies in the UK with international 

links. If you enjoy meeting and talking to people from 

other countries, finding out about their cultures and 

learning how language works, then studying GCSE French 

is an excellent choice. 

 

Content 

Students follow the Edexcel specification and study French culture through a range of interesting topics: 

 
 

Assessment 

The course is 100% examination; there is no coursework. These exams take place at the end of Year 11.  

Paper 1—Listening and understanding in French – 25% of the final GCSE grade.  
Paper 2—Speaking in French – 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
Paper 3—Reading and understanding in French – 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
Paper 4—Writing in French – 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
 

 

Progression 

Students can study French as an A-Level and onto University. Students with language skills and knowledge 

usually have an advantage over people without them.  They stand out as talented and successful people, with 

broad and exciting horizons.  French students are in a stronger position to get a job in companies with 

international links, to work or study in French speaking countries later in life and find it easier to learn other 

languages later if they want to. 

 

Who to contact 

Mrs L Barber – laubar@st-laurence.com 

Identity and culture Who am I? Daily life, Cultural life 

Local area, holiday and 

travel 
 Holidays, Travel and Tourist transactions, Town, Region, Country 

School What school is like, School activities 

Future aspirations, 

study and work 
Using languages beyond the classroom, Ambitions, Work 

International and global 

dimension 
Bringing the world together, Environmental issues 
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Geography 
Option subject 

 

17 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

Geography is a subject that is well respected in the working 

world not just for the content it gives you but also the skills 

you develop. Geographers are great analysers of information; 

they can create, interpret and evaluate information and have 

great understanding of the concepts and processes which 

make our world work. You will also develop your extended 

writing skills to assess and evaluate key concepts and ideas. 

You will study up to date, relevant and interesting ideas which 

will help join together your understanding of English, maths, 

science, and other humanities based subjects. 

#ChooseGeography 

 

Content 
Students follow the Edexcel B specification and study Global and UK based geography. In these areas they cover 

the following topics: 

 
You are guaranteed two compulsory fieldwork days as required for the course at a cost of approximately £20 

for both. On this you will learn practical fieldwork skills through a “hands-on” approach to learning. 

 

Assessment 

The course is 100% examination; there is no coursework. These exams take place at the end of Year 11.  

Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues – 1 hour 30 minutes; 37.5% of the grade 

Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues – 1 hour 30 minutes; 37.5% of the grade 

Paper 3: People and Environment Issues – 1 hour 30 minutes; 25% of the grade 
 

 

Progression 

Students can study geography as an A-Level and onto University. There are also significant to links to other 

subjects at A-Level and undergraduate courses. Mostly, geographers can apply their skills to the following 

industries; Development and global issues, Civil Service, Global business, Travel, Tourism and Leisure, GIS, 

Physical environment industries and many more. For more information please visit the RGS website Going 

Places with Geography. This video from the RGS helps you further understand what Geography can lead you to.  

 

Who to contact 

Mr T Hainsworth - thohai@st-laurence.com  

Global Geographical  

Issues 

This includes Hazardous Earth, Development Dynamics and Challenges of an 

Urbanising World 

UK Geographical Issues 
This includes the UK’s Evolving Physical Landscape and the UK’s Evolving 

Human Landscape. Fieldwork skills are also developed here. 

People and Environment 

Issues 

This includes People and the Biosphere, Forests under Threat and 

Consuming Energy Resources. 
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German 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

German adds an international dimension to your choice 

of GCSE subjects, which is something many employers 

and higher education providers are looking for.  German 

students have greater opportunities to work and/or 

study abroad, or work for companies in the UK with 

international links. If you enjoy meeting and talking to 

people from other countries, finding out about their 

cultures and learning how language works, then studying 

GCSE German is an excellent choice. 

 

Content 

Students follow the Edexcel specification and study German culture through a range of interesting topics: 

 
 

Assessment 

The course is 100% examination; there is no coursework. These exams take place at the end of Year 11.  

Paper 1—Listening and understanding in German – 25% of the final GCSE grade.  
Paper 2—Speaking in German – 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
Paper 3—Reading and understanding in German – 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
Paper 4—Writing in German – 25% of the final GCSE grade. 
 

 

Progression 

Students can study German as an A-Level and onto University. Students with language skills and knowledge 

usually have an advantage over people without them.  They stand out as talented and successful people, with 

broad and exciting horizons.  German students are in a stronger position to get a job in companies with 

international links, to work or study in German speaking countries later in life and find it easier to learn other 

languages later if they want to. 

 

Who to contact 

Mrs L Barber – laubar@st-laurence.com 

Identity and culture Who am I? Daily life, Cultural life 

Local area, holiday and 

travel 
 Holidays, Travel and Tourist transactions, Town, Region, Country 

School What school is like, School activities 

Future aspirations, 

study and work 
Using languages beyond the classroom, Ambitions, Work 

International and global 

dimension 
Bringing the world together, Environmental issues 

18 

Contents page 

Click for more information  

mailto:laubar@st-laurence.com
https://www.loom.com/share/a2783e4d8c7c42a0bf5f6f0c9a148758


 

 

Graphic Communication 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

If you have an eye for illustration, animation, typography and 

photography, then Graphic Communication may be the subject for 

you. You will develop skills in the art of visual communication - 

whether it is through the form of a poster, packaging, album cover 

art, magazine covers and many more.  Graphics will enable you to 

develop the skills in combining text and image to successfully 

convey a message. You will be able to use a wide range of media 

and materials, including digital applications such as Photoshop, 

InDesign and Illustrator. The qualification can lead to related A 

Level or equivalent qualifications, onto further education or onto design related employment. 

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification. During the course, students respond to three design briefs: 

Assessment 

The course is 100% coursework; there is no written examination. 

Component 1: Portfolio 60% 

Your portfolio should include research, supporting studies and work showing the development of your ideas, 

leading to two final pieces of digital work 

Component 2: Externally set assignment 40% 

Students respond to their chosen theme from an externally set assignment paper. There is a preparatory period 

followed by 10 hours of supervised time.   

All non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school and moderated by the exam board during a visit.  

 

Progression 

The qualification can lead to art and design related employment or to courses such as A Level or BTEC Graphic 

Communication, which in turn can lead to Higher Education courses. Careers relating to this subject span many 

different specialist areas, from graphic design, game design, animation, and illustration. 

 

Who to contact 

Mrs L Metcalfe  -  lismet@st-laurence.com 
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Magazine 

Project 

Students research into current publications and focus on designing your own magazine front 

cover, considering target audience, typography, layout, design and visual impact 

Mock Exam 

Project 

Students look at a range of briefs from a past exam paper and produce a portfolio of work as 

a response leading to a final outcome - this could be a poster, packaging, digital design etc. 

Theme set 

by the exam 

board 

Students choose from a range of briefs set by the exam piece and produce a portfolio of 

work as a response leading to a final outcome - this could be a poster, packaging, digital 

design etc. 
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History 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

History helps us to explore why people behave as 

they do, why certain events have taken place as 

they have, and why the world is structured in the 

way it is today. History offers students the 

opportunity to acquire and improve on many of the 

key skills which have been identified as a priority for 

Higher Education and employment. History students 

will develop the ability to locate, study and interpret 

written and visual material, in order to extract 

evidence and meaning. They will also learn to 

contextualise, analyse, problem-solve and think critically. Crucially the study of History at GCSE will help 

students to become strong communicators, able to express their findings clearly and effectively. 

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification and study national and international history. In these areas they cover 

the following topics: 

 
 

There is an optional trip to Berlin in Y10, the approximate cost of this four day trip is £500.  

 

Assessment 

The course is 100% examination; there is no coursework. These exams take place at the end of Year 11.  

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world - 2 hours; 50% of the overall grade 

Paper 2: Shaping the modern nation -  2 hours; 50% of the overall grade 
 
 

Progression 

Students can study History at A-Level and onto University. The skills you will develop at GCSE History are highly 

transferable to other subjects. Students that study History go on to work in a variety of industries, including 

politics, law, journalism, the military, academia, consultancy, banking, business, PR, marketing and much more.  

 

Who to contact 

Mr T Bailey - thobai@st-laurence.com 

Paper 1: Understanding 

the modern world  

This includes a period study of democracy and dictatorships in Germany, 

1890-1945, and an in-depth study of Conflict and tension between East and 

West, 1945-72.  

Paper 2: Shaping the 

nation 

This includes a thematic study of Britain Health and the people, c1000-

present day and an in-depth study on Elizabethan England, c1568-1603.  
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Music 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

Music at GCSE is a subject with a strong practical as well as 

an academic focus.  If you enjoy performing or creating 

your own music, or if you are interested in analysing how  

composers are influenced by the cultural aspects of when 

and where they work, you will find this course rewarding.  

You study a range of music from all styles and traditions 

and you develop your own musical interests.  The course 

also encourages the development of life-skills such as 

critical and creative thinking, cultural understanding, self-

discipline and motivation. 

 

Content 

Students follow the Edexcel specification. As part of this GCSE they are expected to cover: 

 
 

Assessment 

There is one written exam, Listening and Appraising, which takes place at the end of Year 11—1 hour 45 

minutes; 40% of the final grade. 

Performances are recorded EITHER as an exam OR as a public performance during Terms 3 and 4 of Year 11. A 

minimum of 4 minutes performance time is required—30% of the final grade.  You take part in performances 

during the course, either in school or in the wider community. 

The Composing component is coursework. Two compositions are submitted as audio recordings. A minimum 

recording time of 3 minutes is required—30% of the final grade. 

 
 

Progression 

Students can study Music at A Level or Music Technology/Music Performance as a BTEC.  Both these routes can 

progress to University or Music College, with either an academic or a practical focus.  Music is one of the oldest 

academic subjects and is a well regarded A Level when applying to other undergraduate courses. Music related 

careers include performing, composing, working with film, TV, radio or computer games.  From critical thinking 

to administration, those who study Music gain a wide range of skills applicable to many different professions.  

 

Who to contact 

Miss R Hancock - rebhan@st-laurence.com 

Performing 
This includes a solo and an ensemble performance.  The music selected can be in any 

style or genre. 

Composing 
This includes 1 free choice composition, and 1 composition to a set brief.  The music 

composed can be in any style. 

Listening and 

Appraising 

This includes studying a range of pieces, including set works from the following topics: 

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Fusions, Stage and Screen 
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PE (GCSE) 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

GCSE PE is an excellent option for aspiring sports 

performers. This course is ideal if you are 

interested in the sciences behind sport and 

physical education and are a strong practical 

performer. The course challenges you to develop 

your higher order thinking skills whilst providing an 

opportunity to develop and gain credit for sports 

performance. 

 

 

Content 

Students will follow the OCR specification and as part of this they will study: 

 
 

Assessment 
The course is 60% written examination and 40% coursework.  

60% of your final grade is from the two theory elements which are assessed in two 1 hour 15 minute exams at 

the end of Year 11. 

30% of your overall grade comes from your performance in 3 different sports: 1 team sport, 1 individual sport 

and 1 other (either team or individual). 

There is a piece of coursework where you will analyse and evaluate your performance in a sport. This is worth 

the final 10% of your GCSE grade. 

 
 

Progression 

Students can study Physical Education as an A-Level and onto University. They could choose to follow a 

vocational pathway of either a BTEC or Cambridge technical course. There are also significant to links to other 

subjects at A-Level and undergraduate courses. Mostly, Physical education students can apply their skills to the 

following industries: physiotherapy; teaching or coaching; sport analysis; sport science and many more.  

 

Who to contact 

Mrs S Voutt - sarvou@st-laurence.com 

 

The human body and 

movement in sport 

You will learn about the physical makeup of an elite performer, how to test, train and 

improve your performance and the benefits of an active, healthy lifestyle.  

Psychological and 

cultural influences in 

sport  

You will  also learn about the psychology of sports performance. This includes how 

your brain processes information and how personality, motivation and aggression 

impacts sports people. You will also learn about how cultural factors like gender, 

media, sponsorship and technology impact on local and elite sport.  

Practical performance 

You will develop control, quality and consistency of both core and advanced skills in a 

range of sports, and show you can apply your skills effectively in game situations. Your 

best 3 activities (1 team, 1 individual, 1 other( either team or individual) will be 

assessed for the practical coursework element 
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Separate Sciences 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

Are you interested in learning about the world around you and 

finding innovative solutions to real world challenges? Then 

GCSE Separate Science is for you. This is an academic course 

and requires you to have a confident understanding of science 

and a “confident” as per the Key Learning Concepts grid. 

Science is everywhere; it’s in our homes, our classrooms, the 

businesses we visit and the roads we drive on. Products and 

services you use everyday are shaped by science and 

technological innovations. It’s predicted that 75% of all jobs 

will require STEM skills over the next decade. 

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification for Separate Science and topics studied will include some of the 

following: 

 

Assessment 

There are a total of six written examinations at the end of GCSE; there is no coursework.  

Each science has two exam papers. Each exam is 1 hour 45 Minutes with 100 marks per paper. Students receive 

a grade for each individual science subject with each of the two exams per subject counting for 50% of the final 

grade.  

There are 8 required practical activities for each Separate Science, which are assessed in the terminal exam. 

Students will be entered for either HIGHER or FOUNDATION Tier examinations. A student taking Higher Tier 

assessments will be awarded a grade within the range of 4 to 9. A student taking Foundation Tier will be 

awarded a grade within the range of 1 to 5.  

 
 

Progression 

Separate Sciences leads naturally to all Level 3 STEM subject courses, including A Levels, BTECs and 
Apprenticeships, as well as being coupled with non-STEM subjects. Click on the link for more information on 
STEM careers, opportunities in science & why science is for you. 
 

Who to contact  

Mrs K Letts - katlet@st-laurence.com 
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Biology Cells, Organisation, Infection, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis, Inheritance, Variation & Evolution and Ecology. 

Chemistry 

Atomic Structure, Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure & Properties of Matter, Quantitative Chemistry, 

Chemical & Energy Changes, Rates of Reaction, Organic Chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the  

Atmosphere and Using Resources. 

Physics 
Energy, Electricity, Particle Model, Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves, Magnetism & Electromagnetism and 

Space 
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Sport Studies (Cambridge Nationals) 
Option subject 

Who would enjoy this subject? 

This course is ideal for students who enjoy sport, enjoy 

developing their performance, have the confidence to lead 

others. Learners will develop an appreciation of the importance 

of sport locally and nationally, understand different ways of 

being involved in sport and how this shapes the sports industry. 

The course offers learners the chance to develop different types 

of skills such as communication, problem solving and evaluation 

and analysis, largely through practical means.  

 

Content  

Students will follow the OCR Cambridge National certificate in sport studies which includes the following 4 

units: 

 
 

 

Assessment 

There is one written exam piece testing the students knowledge of “Contemporary Issues”, worth 25% (60 

marks). The remaining 75% (180 marks) is assessed through coursework in the other 3 components worth 25% 

each.  

 
 

Progression 

Cambridge Nationals provide a strong base for progression to Further Education, whether it is on to our Level 3 

Cambridge Technicals or A Levels, or to an apprenticeship or work. Sport is a high-profile and expanding 

industry and there is a growing need for qualified professionals and capable volunteers. There is a wide range 

of job roles to progress into such as; Sports Coach, Fitness Instructor and Leisure Assistant, Activity leader, 

Organisation and management of sports events.  

 

Who to contact 

Mr B Taylor - bentay@st-laurence.com 

Contempoary 

Issues 

Topics include; Drugs in Sport, Global Sporting events, Barriers and solutions to get 

people taking part in sport, Values and ethical behaviour 

Developing 

Sports skills 

This is a mainly a practical unit where you will try out a range of sports and key skills 

in both team and individual sports. You will learn how to develop both your own 

Sports 

Leadership 

You will develop knowledge, understanding and practical skills required to be an 

effective sport leader. You will plan and deliver safe and effective sports sessions and 

Sport and the 

Media 

This is the relationship between sports and the media; how sport uses the media to 

promote itself and the media uses sport to develop its image. We look at the effect 
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Core subjects 
English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Combined Science 

PSHE 

Philosophy, Ethics & World Beliefs 

For more information about each subject, please see the curriculum maps on the Key Stage 4 section of the 

school website. 

https://st-laurence.com/key-stage-4


 

 

 

English Language 
Core subject 
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Why is it important to study this subject? 

English Language complements English Literature in that it asks 

students to read for meaning, and analyse language and structure. The 

course allows students to write stories and to craft persuasive, 

transactional ‘real world’ pieces of writing. There is no content to 

learn, as such, as the exams are all ‘unseen’, but there are numerous 

skills that students will benefit from improving, such as synthesis, 

evaluation and inference—as well as honing their own creative writing 

skills. 

 

Content 
Students follow the Eduqas specification and study fiction and non-fiction reading and writing. 

 

Assessment 

The course is 100% examination; there is no coursework. These exams take place at the end of Year 11.  

Component 1 (40%) - responding to unseen fiction; narrative writing 

Component 2 (60%) - responding to unseen non-fiction; persuasive and transactional writing 

Component 3 Spoken Language - an individual talk  

 

Progression 

English Language allows sixth form applicants to illustrate that they can read and respond quickly and 

accurately to a variety of texts, and produce sophisticated extended writing; these are significant life skills that 

will also appeal to employers in due course. The English department runs four courses, post-GCSE, and English 

Language GCSE  is undoubtedly highly-valued as preparation for these. 

 

Who to contact 

Mr J Chadwick - jamcha@st-laurence.com  

Reading fiction 
Detailed study of how writers create impressions of characters and loca-

tions, through a variety of excerpts from stories and novels 

Narrative writing 
Exploration of how narratives are crafted, including characterisation, dia-

logue, description and action, openings and endings, narrative arcs. 

Reading non-fiction 
Detailed study of how writers use language to put forward opinions; this 

includes comparison of modern and 19th century non-fiction texts 

Persuasive and  

transactional writing 

Exploration of how arguments are crafted in writing, including persuasive 

techniques, argument structure, and relationship between purpose-

audience-format 
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English Literature 
Core subject 
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Why is it important to study this subject? 

English Literature asks students to read for meaning in prose, poetry 

and drama. The historical context of literary texts adds a fascinating 

dimension to their study and interpretation. English Literature 

students learn the forensic analysis of language, and how a character 

or theme develops over the course of a text. They consider the 

purpose of why writers write, and develop sophisticated inference 

skills, taking into consideration a variety of opinions about possible 

meanings in text. Literature teaches students about life and how we 

interpret it. 

 

Content 

Students follow the Eduqas specification and study prose, poetry and drama. 

 

Assessment 

The course is 100% examination; there is no coursework. These exams take place at the end of Year 11.  

Component 1 (40%) - Shakespeare extract question and whole play question; anthology poem question and 

comparison question 

Component 2 (60%) - Modern text ‘exploding’ question (extract and whole text); 19th century novel ‘exploding’ 

question (extract and whole novel); unseen poem question and unseen poems comparison question 

 

Progression 

English Literature allows sixth form applicants to illustrate that they can infer, interpret and construct an 

argument; these are significant life skills that will also appeal to employers in due course. The English 

department runs four courses, post-GCSE, and English Literature GCSE  is undoubtedly highly-valued as 

preparation for these. 

 

Who to contact 

Mr J Chadwick - jamcha@st-laurence.com  

Poetry 
An anthology of 18 poems, from the Romantic era to modern poetry;  

unseen poetry 

Shakespeare A detailed study of the play Macbeth 

Modern text 
The play An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley, or the novel The Woman in Black 

by Susan Hill 

19th century novel The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Why is it important to study this subject? 

This course is suitable for students of all abilities and it 

encourages students to consider theoretical concepts 

alongside developing their practical Science skills. At St 

Laurence we aim to stimulate interest and curiosity through 

relating ideas to the real world along with developing an 

awareness of “Working Scientifically” whether it be 

investigating, observing, experimenting or testing out ideas 

and thinking about them. Science provides the perfect 

platform for students to develop lifelong skills such as 

problem solving, team work, communication and critical 

thinking. Its predicted that 75% of all jobs will require STEM 

skills over the next decade. 

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification and topics studied will include some of the following: 

 

Assessment 

There are a total of six written examinations at the end of GCSE; there is no coursework.  

Each science has two exam papers. Each exam is 1 hour 15 Minutes with 70 marks per paper and comprises 

16.7% of the final GCSE grade.  

The practical activities are embedded within the teaching topics. The development of practical skills is a 

fundamental aspect of the study which will help students throughout their course in preparation for the written 

examinations.  

There is HIGHER or FOUNDATION Tier examinations. Higher Tier exams are awarded a grade within the range of 

4 - 4 to 9 - 9. Foundation Tier assessments are awarded a grade within the range of 1 - 1 to 5 - 5. 

 

Progression 

Combined Science allows for progression to all Level 3 STEM subject courses, including A Levels, BTECs and 

Apprenticeships, as well as being coupled with non STEM subjects.  

 

Who to contact  

Mrs K Letts - katlet@st-laurence.com 

Combined Science 
Core subject 
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Biology Cells, Organisation, Infection, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis, Inheritance, Variation & Evolution and Ecology. 

Chemistry 

Atomic Structure, Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure & Properties of Matter, Quantitative Chemistry, 

Chemical & Energy Changes, Rates of Reaction, Organic Chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the  

Atmosphere and Using Resources. 

Physics Energy, Electricity, Particle Model, Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves and Magnetism & Electromagnetism. 
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Why is it important to study this subject? 

This course will provide you with an understanding of mathe-
matics and the opportunity to acquire a valuable qualification 
often requested by employers. It has been designed to provide 
skills that will be useful in later life, including problem solving, 
independent enquiry, logical thinking and functional skills for the 
workplace. 
 

 

Content 

Students follow the AQA specification and they build on the con-

tent covered at KS3. Some examples of the topics students will  

cover are below: 

 

Assessment 

The course is 100% examination; there is no coursework. These exams take place at the end of Year 11.  There 

are two levels of paper available: Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9). 

Paper 1: Non-calculator – 1 hour 30 minutes; 33.3% of the grade. 

Paper 2: Calculator – 1 hour 30 minutes; 33.3% of the grade 

Paper 3: Calculator – 1 hour 30 minutes; 33.3% of the grade 

 
 

Progression 

A good performance in GCSE Mathematics is valued by all employers. For higher tier candidates this course 

could lead onto A Level Maths. Other A level subjects also require competent mathematical skills e.g. Physics, 

Economics and Business, Psychology and Geography. Mathematics qualifications can also help and may be a 

requirement in the following areas: engineering, banking, retail management, air traffic control, architecture, 

surveying, accountancy and computing.  

 

Who to contact 

Mr J Moody – jammoo@st-laurence.com  

Mathematics 
Core subject 
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Number 
Place value, fractions, decimals, percentages, number operations, properties of 
number. 

Algebra Expressions, formulae, equations, identities, algebraic manipulation, graphs. 

Geometry and Measures Angles, area and perimeter, shape properties, Pythagoras’, trigonometry. 

Ratio, proportion and 
rates of change 

Ratio problems, direct and inverse proportion, kinematic graphs. 

Probability 
Language of probability, probability scale, single event probability, combined 
events, set theory, probability diagrams. 

Statistics Collecting, processing, representing, interpreting and analysing data. 
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Why is it important to study this subject? 

PSHE helps students to develop the knowledge, skills and 

attributes they will need to think as an individual, as family 

members and as members of society. The statutory PSHE 

curriculum enables students to make responsible decisions, 

which will help them to manage many of the most crucial 

opportunities, challenges and responsibilities students will face 

whilst growing up.   

 

Content 

The PSHE curriculum is tailored to meet the needs and demands of our students in St Laurence School. 

*External professionals will be used to help deliver aspects of the content. 

It is vital that students have the opportunity to explore their own attitudes, values and beliefs and to develop 

the skills, language and strategies necessary to manage these issues should they encounter them in their lives. 

These include some of the following; 

Empathy and compassion, respect for others, decision making, resilience, self-improvement, self-regulation, 

clarify own values, self-organisation. 

 

Assessment 

There will be no formal assessment for this subject. 

 

Progression 

Within KS5, students will receive a core curriculum, where there will be significant links to developing the 

whole person. This is to ensure that students are ready to take on the next challenges of University, the world 

of work and living in modern Britain. 

 

Who to contact 

Miss C Bryer - chabry@st-laurence.com  

PSHE 
Core subject 

30 

Relationships and 

sex education* 

 Different types of families, relationships, communication in relationships, safer sex, 

consent, rape, sexual exploitation, grooming, coercion,  parenthood responsibilities, 

pregnancy, break ups, family breakdown, domestic abuse, forced marriage, 

pornography, FGM 

Health and 

wellbeing 

 Mental health, internet safety and harms, physical health and fitness, healthy 

eating, drugs, alcohol and tobacco, health and prevention, basic first aid.  

Living in the wider 

world 
 POST-16, careers, work experience, finances, active citizens 
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Why is it important to study this subject? 

Students will study world beliefs through philosophical 

and ethical thinking. This is an activity people 

undertake when they seek to understand fundamental 

truths about themselves, the world in which they live, 

and their relationships to the world and to each other. 

Philosophy can be seen as a mix of disciplines as you 

need to have knowledge of many different topics 

including; politics, history, theology, science and 

nature.  

 

Content 

Students follow the Eduqas syllabus where they will study a range of ethical and philosophic issues, through a 

range of world views 

 

 
 

 

Assessment 

The course is 100% written examination; there is no coursework. All examinations are taking at the end of Year 

11. 

Unit 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World (50% of the GCSE grade) 

Unit 2: Study of Christianity (25% of the GCSE grade) 

Unit 3: Study of a World Faith (25% of the GCSE grade) 

 
 

Progression 

The course is a good foundation for any subject at A Level. The analytical, evaluative skills and the ability to 

take on board other viewpoints are valued by all A Levels. It is useful when considering careers in Medicine, 

Law, Politics, Teaching, Lecturing and any career where discussion, critical evaluation and analysis are required. 

 

Who to contact 

Mr A Watkin – adawat@st-laurence.com   

Ethical issues in 

the modern 
This includes issues of Life and Death, Human Rights, Good and Evil and Relationships. 

Christian Beliefs 

and Practices 

This includes is Britain a Christian country, arguments for the existence of God, 

charities, concepts of God and many more. 

Islam This includes key Islamic beliefs and practices. 

Philosophy, Ethics & World Beliefs 
Core subject 

31 
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Appendix 



 

 

AEN Provision 

Testing for Exam Access Arrangements in Year 9: important information for all parents 

Some students are entitled to additional support in their GCSEs, known as examination access arrangements. Such 
arrangements could include a candidate having extra time, using a computer, having access to a computer reader, having a 
prompter or using a scribe. Other forms of support are also available. The intention behind an arrangement is to meet the 
particular needs of individual candidates without affecting the integrity of the exam. 

The regulations are set out clearly by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) and strict guidelines are in place with regard 
to who may carry out the testing, and under what circumstances candidates may have an access arrangement.  These 
guidelines are updated yearly.   

To ascertain whether a student is entitled to an access arrangement, St Laurence follows the procedures set out below: 

• The literacy skills (including reading and writing speed) of all students in Year 9 are tested using an online package, LUCID 

Exact. This is one of the forms of testing permitted by the JCQ regulations. Parents are not automatically informed of test 

scores, which are for internal purposes only. It is considered good practice to screen all students so that previously 

unidentified needs can be highlighted.  (Students are also screened in Year 7, also using a different LUCID Exact test, so that 

a history of need can be established, if needed).  

• It is likely, although not guaranteed, that students with a history of special needs/disability (SEND) who have persistent and 

significant difficulties, which is well -documented and for which the School holds evidence of need, may be entitled to 

appropriate access arrangements. The specific arrangement is determined by the School’s Special Needs Coordinator 

(SENCo), and is based upon the results obtained from testing using LUCID Exact, as well as a range of other tests permitted 

by the JCQ, well-documented evidence of prior need and teacher evidence, in accordance with JCQ regulations.  

• Occasionally, students who do not have a prior history of SEND show, through their LUCID Exact results, that they may be 

entitled to an access arrangement. Should this happen, teaching staff are asked to monitor progress and performance in 

class and assessments, and this may lead to further testing, depending on the teachers’ feedback. We do not inform 

parents at this stage. This is to avoid unnecessary worry; it is worth noting that a low score on LUCID Exact can arise 

because a student has taken his/her time with the assessment, and we have noticed that this applies especially in the 

reading speed section of the LUCID Exact test. Therefore, a low score is not necessarily an indication that a student has a 

particular need.   If parents / carers have any concerns about a potential and as yet undiagnosed SEND, they are strongly 

urged to make direct contact with a member of SEND team at the earliest possibly opportunity.    

• Teachers are consulted at all stages of the process, as their evidence is vital if an application for an access arrangement is to 

be considered. Applications can be made during Year 10 if concerns arise, and even at the start of Year 11 in very rare 

circumstances, but in all cases the application must reflect a candidate’s ‘normal way of working’ in class and in tests/

internal assessments. This means that last-minute applications are not permissible. (Please note that in the case of illness/

injury/exceptional circumstances prior to the Year 11 exams, a case may be made for ‘special consideration.’ This is a 

different procedure and contact should be made with the School’s Examinations Officers should the need arise). 

• In rare cases where further testing or teacher concern indicates a potential underlying need which has not previously been 

identified, further discussions with teaching staff and students will be held. We do not inform parents at this stage until the 

outcome of teacher/student discussion is known. For some students, exam technique can lie at the heart of any difficulties, 

rather than a specific, persistent and long-term need. Individual subject teachers will advise parents where exam technique 

needs to be addressed. It is therefore essential that individual discussions are held with students to get a true picture of 

student need. A member of the AEN team usually speaks to a student privately during tutor time whenever possible, 

although occasionally time pressures can mean that students are spoken to briefly during lesson time. If a parent/carer feels 

that such a discussion would be inappropriate, please inform the School as soon as possible, so that alternative 

arrangements can be considered.   It is important that parents raise any concerns directly with a member of the SEND 

team.   

When an application for an Access Arrangement is made, parents will be informed by letter and will be invited to make contact 

with a member of the Additional Educational Needs team to discuss the issue further, if required. 

Please be aware that the JCQ makes clear that a privately commissioned assessment carried out without prior consultation 

with the School cannot be used to award access arrangements and cannot be used to process an application.  If you are 

considering commissioning a private report, you are strongly urged to get in touch with Mrs Ridyard, as per the details 

below. 

If you have any questions relating to the above, please contact Mrs Ridyard, SEN Administrator on joarid@st-laurence.com or 

by telephone on 309556  

Dr Elizabeth Alldred, SENCo, November 2020 
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Disclaimer 
This document is accurate at the time of printing but may be subject to change. The school reserves the right to restrict 
the number of students taking particular courses in KS4 or remove a course should it not have a sufficient number of 
students. 

Care - Inspire - Succeed 


