
 

17th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we reach the end of this term and this challenging year of 2020 I am writing to share news and give 

some important reminders about the start of term in January. But first of all I want to thank you for your 

support through this term in reminding and encouraging students to follow the Covid rules and make the 

most of their learning opportunities, both in school and remotely. With the start of the vaccine rollout 

there is good grounds for optimism that there can be a return to normal ways of working in school before 

the end of the academic year, which will be a huge relief all round. Our staff would like to thank you for all 

the kind wishes and gestures received during this difficult period. 

Informing us about Covid cases during the holidays: 

Please will you inform us via the admin@st-laurence.com address of any positive Covid cases received for 

students during the holiday period. This email inbox will be checked regularly, specifically for this purpose, 

and we will inform our parents and carers if any action is required. At the start of term in January, please 

keep children at home if they are unwell, so we can avoid infections spreading. We have attached some 

useful information posters from Public Health for your guidance. 

Start of term: 

Term starts for all year groups at the usual time on Monday 4th January, unless you hear otherwise. Our 

year group zones and entry requirements will still apply, as will all other current aspects of our routines and 

expectations. You may have heard about proposals for a rollout of mass testing in schools, as announced 

just this Tuesday. If this is adopted it will take a huge amount of planning and there are, as yet, many 

unanswered questions, so please bear with us and don’t expect this to be available from the start of term. 

Year 7 Virtual Carol Service and Christmas Concert:  

This year it has not been possible to put on our usual Christmas performances due to social distancing 

requirements.  Instead, we have recorded our annual Carol Service, and also a Christmas concert, in the 

Wiltshire Music Centre auditorium.  Due to COVID restrictions, rehearsal time has been limited to one 

lesson per class, and Year 7 students have worked really hard to rehearse and perform their music and 

readings in such a short space of time. 

The performances can be viewed on St Laurence School media stream via the following links: 

Carol service: https://media.st-laurence.com/View.aspx?id=5516~4r~SDdBPyeZ 

  

Concert: https://media.st-laurence.com/View.aspx?id=5517~4s~tetdzxqm 

 
Connect: 

I hope you have seen the superb Christmas edition of Connect, our online school magazine, back again after 

a difficult year and showcasing students’ work– please check our website here: https://st-

laurence.com/newsletters. 

mailto:admin@st-laurence.com
https://media.st-laurence.com/View.aspx?id=5516~4r~SDdBPyeZ
https://media.st-laurence.com/View.aspx?id=5517~4s~tetdzxqm
https://st-laurence.com/newsletters
https://st-laurence.com/newsletters


 

 

Farewell to members of staff: 

At the end of this term we are saying farewell to a number of staff members and, on your behalf, I’d like to 

thank them for all their contributions to St Laurence and wish them every success for the future: 

Mr White, Head of Drama: Mr White has been here for 16 years and has made huge contributions to Drama 

and Performing Arts, both in the classroom and in the many shows he has produced. 

Miss Harding, Computing Coordinator: Miss Harding has built up the Computing curriculum from virtually 

nothing, so students from years 7 to 11 are able to benefit in this area. 

Ms Kuratle, our Art Therapy Assistant: Ms Kuratle has worked at St Laurence for over 8 years and has given 

huge help and support to many individual students. 

Miss Sheaff, Teaching Assistant: Miss Sheaff has worked with many students in class and small groups; she 

has also introduced and built up our vegetable production and poultry facility. 

Miss Roberts, Teacher of Music: Miss Roberts has seen classes through from September and helped 

produce our year 7 carol concert. 

Sixth Form: 

UCAS reminder – The school deadline for all UCAS applications is Friday 18th December – please ensure 
that you have completed all sections and paid the fee which means that Mr Blowers can then check it and 
send it off. 
  
Year 13 Mock Exams – Monday 4th- Friday 8th January (Written Papers): 
Students will have study leave in this week and are only required to come in for their exams – they should 
each have received their exam timetable by email. If they have any concerns they should contact the exams 
team on: exams@st-laurence.com 
  
All Year 13s will return to school for normal lessons on Monday 11th January 
  
Monday 11th-Friday 15th January: Practical exams will run in some subjects 
 
Parking reminder: 

Please can we ask parents and carers dropping children off to exercise due care and consideration for 
residents, especially at our Churches entrance. There have been some instances of drives being blocked so 
our neighbours were not able to get into their property, so we respectfully ask your cooperation in this 
matter. 
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Finally: 

This will, of course, be my final letter to you, as I retire from headship. It has been a great privilege and joy 

to serve the St Laurence School community for the last eight years. This is a very special school and I would 

like to thank you, as parents and carers, for the partnership and support which has enabled our amazing 

young people to thrive and learn. Thank you too for the generous messages I have received over the last 

few days. I hand over now to Mr Tim Farrer the new Headteacher, after a detailed transition process.            

I know your children and the school will be in very good hands. 

May I wish you and your family a happy and safe Christmas and a peaceful and hopeful new year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Fergus Stewart   

Headteacher      


