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Welcome
“Comprehensive education does not get much better than this.  

Parents who are in a position to choose from the entire range of 
education on offer in the UK choose St Laurence.

If you live locally, why look anywhere else?”

We care • We inspire • We succeed

The Good
Schools Guide

  The Sixth Form at St Laurence School is a vibrant, dynamic and aspirational community. 
All students are provided with the skills and knowledge to face the future with 

confidence. Whether students are new to St Laurence School or whether they move into 
the Sixth Form from within, the moment is a defining one. It marks a clear transition and 
it brings with it a changed status. Students are regarded within the school community as 
young adults.

The Sixth Form are housed within their own new Sixth Form Centre that opened in 
September 2015. The Sixth Form Centre is a place to socialise in the common room as well 
as study in the study room that is fully equipped with IT facilities. The Sixth Form Centre is 
also the place where students will find support and guidance from both myself, the Assistant 
Director of Sixth Form Mrs Chatfield and our Student Support Officer Miss Macauley every 
day. St Laurence School has an excellent academic record, results are outstanding and the 
vast majority of our students secure a place at their first choice university with a significant 
number gaining admission to Oxford and Cambridge. We are a value-adding Sixth Form in 
every sense.

Beyond the academic arena, Sixth Form life brings a broad range of opportunities. We aim 
to provide ‘something for everyone’ so that students are empowered to make choices that 
are right for them. Music, incorporating the world famous Wiltshire Music Centre, drama 
and sport are very strong and there are many opportunities for leadership development.

We do all we can to ensure that our students leave the Sixth Form with a firm sense that we 
are part of a global society with a key role to play in its future. Our aim is that every student 
leaves with skills and experiences that will set them up to continue tasting success long into 
the future. Ultimately, for each and every student: we care, we inspire and we succeed.

Aidan Blowers, Director of Sixth Form



4 Reasons  
to join  
St Laurence
1.  High Expectations equals 

High Achievement
All staff at St Laurence will have the highest 
expectations of you. We will want you 
to strive to be the very best you can be 
from day one in order to realise your full 
potential. This is achieved through strong 
relationships between staff and students 
built on trust, respect and reward. Put 
simply, success is an expectation, and 
our A Level results speak for themselves, 
preparing you for life at university, 
vocational learning or the world of work.

2. Support for You
We will support you to achieve your 
full potential. When you need to talk to 
someone, there will be someone here. 
When there are reasons to celebrate, 
we will share it with you. When you 
have difficult decisions to make, there 
will be expert advice on hand to help. 
For students to succeed they will face 
challenges along the way and it is our job 
to help you conquer these challenges and 
allow you to fully achieve the wonderful 
things you are capable of.

4. Our new Sixth Form Centre
The new Sixth Form Centre opened in 
September 2015 is our home and brings 
our Sixth Form provision bang up to date. It 
comprises of:
  •  A new large common room complete with 

kitchenette for the students to use. It is 
a space for socialising and reading the 
newspapers that are delivered each day

  •  A bespoke Sixth form only study room 
complete with IT equipment as well as 
individual work stations for written work

  •  Mr Blowers’, Mrs Chatfield’s and Miss 
Macauley’s offices

  • Six classrooms

3. Outside the classroom
The extra-curricular opportunities on offer at 
St Laurence will help set you apart from others 
and help fully develop your talents. This could 
be on a sports field, on the stage, in a foreign 
country sampling different cultures or high in 
the Himalayan Mountains pushing yourself 
to your physical limits. We firmly believe the 
learning does not stop at the classroom door. 
We will push you to try new things and give you 
experiences that will develop key skills such 
as problem solving, teamwork and leadership 
whilst at the same time, having fun!
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Learning Courses
Achievement is the cornerstone of the Sixth Form and we 
are proud of our students’ success in 2018 with:
  • Average grade per student in each subject: B-
  • A* & A: 29%
  • A* - B: 54%
  • 99% pass at A Level

This success has been achieved as a result of first class 
teaching and support throughout Sixth Form. The 
successes are helped by the fact that we believe that 
students have the right to choose the courses that they 
find interesting and challenging and that they will be 
motivated to do their very best in. Students choices will 
be discussed at the Sixth Form interview to ensure future 
career plans are catered for and will allow them to study 
the courses that interest and inspire them to achieve their 
very best day in and day out. 

Your Workload 
Each subject has nine 60 minute lessons over the 2 week 
timetable. You will be expected to complete at least 6 
hours of self-directed learning per subject, per week. 
Alongside these lessons you will have Core Enrichment 
lessons during your time in the Sixth Form. There is also 
the opportunity for students to complete the Extended 
Project Qualification as well as taking part in the St 
Laurence Community Service Scheme.

A Level Courses
Art and Design (AQA)

 Biology (AQA)

 Business and Economics (EDEXCEL)

 Chemistry B Salters (OCR)

 Classical Civilisation (OCR)

 Dance (AQA)

 English Language and Literature (OCR)

 English Literature (AQA)

 Extended Project (AQA)

 Film Studies (WJEC)

 Geography (EDEXCEL)

 Graphics (AQA)

 History (OCR)

 Languages: French/German (EDEXCEL)

Law (OCR)

Maths and Further Mathematics (AQA)

Music (EDEXCEL)

 Philosophy (AQA)

 Photography (AQA)

 Physical Education (OCR)

Physics (OCR)

 Product Design (WJEC)

 Psychology (AQA)

Sociology (AQA)

Theatre Studies (EDEXCEL)

Please note that courses subject to change
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Enrichment Opportunities
Achievement and learning does not stop in 
the classroom. We provide a whole host of 
opportunities for you to develop skills, gain 
new experiences and broaden your horizons 
so that you can leave as a rounded, confident 
and enriched individual that employers and 
universities want as part of their teams. 
 
Opportunities include our St Laurence 
Community Service Scheme where by you 
will volunteer for 2 hours per week locally 
and also a week of compulsory Work 
Experience at the start of Year 13 in order to 
develop and gain experiences and skills that 
will be vital for future success.

Clubs and societies to meet all needs

Concerts at various locations

Theatrical productions

Model United Nations

Sixth Form ski trip

Romania Project

World Challenge expeditions

French course Paris trip

CERN Physics trip

Supporting the Year 8 Lake District trip

Tutorial leadership

Mentoring responsibilities

Various sports teams

German Christmas markets trip

Geography Bay of Naples fieldwork

UCAS Convention

University visits

Berlin History visit

Product Design industry visits

Art gallery visits

Theatre trips

In-class support of younger year groups

Community volunteering opportunities

Philosophy and Ethics trip to Buckfast Abbey
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Support
St Laurence is, above all, a community  
and we deliver outstanding support to all 
our students both inside and outside of the 
classroom. Ultimately we pride ourselves  
on meeting the needs of every student in  
our care.

The Vertical House System
This is integral in providing support. For those 
continuing your learning journey with us, the 
continuity of a tutor who you have known for five 
years is essential. We as staff know your strengths 
and weaknesses; we know what makes you 
tick and therefore if you are looking for further 
challenges, struggling to deal with your workload 
or dealing with personal issues outside of Sixth 
Form there are staff and structures in place to 
ensure you get swiftly back on track. Students 
joining us in Year 12 will quickly settle into the St 
Laurence family and become part of one of the 
five houses that the school is divided into.

Future Preparation 
Core lessons will provide you with further 
study skills, work experience discussions and 
applications as well as essential advice on your 
next steps to university through UCAS or into 
the world of work through apprenticeships. Your 
core teacher, in addition to your tutor, will act as 
a key sounding board for advice and guidance. 
They will meet with you to discuss targets and 
ensure you are progressing and achieving as 
you should be.

Able and Gifted Students
There are bespoke systems in place to ensure that you are 
challenged and given every opportunity to take the next steps 
that you are capable of. Be it to study at Oxbridge or a Russell 
Group university, for Medicinal or Veterinary courses we have 
the structures in place to meet your needs. These include: 
  •  Oxbridge awareness conferences.
  •  Mock interviews or bespoke application advice. 
  •  Links with industry and universities to broaden your work 

and study experiences helping you reach the top.
  •  Talks and lectures from academic experts.
  • Links with alumni.

Specific Learning Needs and  
Additional Support
We will ensure that you are given the appropriate support and 
care from our team of highly trained and skilled professionals 
to ensure that you are able to make progress and realise your 
full potential. These professionals include your tutor, Head of 
House, Mr Blowers, Mrs Chatfield (Assistant Director of Sixth 
Form) and Miss Macauley (Sixth Form Support Officer) who is 
based in the Sixth Form Centre all day, every day.

Care  •  Inspire  •  SucceedCare  •  Inspire  •  Succeed



Transition

How to apply Even if you are considering other options we encourage 
you to apply for our Sixth Form as soon as possible. 

The Induction Day will take place in late 
June or early July. During the day you will 
sample lessons in each subject that you 
have chosen, and during the lesson you 
will be given summer work to complete 
before day one of Year 12. The work is 
designed to get you thinking about your 
studies after your long, lazy summer!

The GCSE results day will provide  
you with an opportunity to discuss 
course alterations that may occur before 
your life as a Sixth Former begins in early 
September.

While we will accept entry into the Sixth Form with a 4 in 
English Language and Maths we are not sure whether a 5 
will be required for entry onto certain University courses at 
a later date and therefore students can re-sit these subjects 
if they wish as a private candidate.

Application Form
The application form can be found under the ‘Join us’ tab 
on the front page of school website. www.st-laurence.com. 
Please fully complete the form and return it to St Laurence.

Interviews
For internal candidates there will take place during 
December and January. External candidates will be invited 
for interview during March or April. The interview will be an 
opportunity to discuss your preferred courses, check they 
match future career intentions and are balanced and suited 
to you. It also gives you a chance to ask any questions about 
the Sixth Form that you may have.

Entry Criteria
To progress into the St Laurence Sixth Form requires 
students to achieve a grade 4 in English Language and Maths 
plus three other 4 grades BUT students require at least a 
grade 5 in their chosen subject they wish to study at A Level. 
To study a Science(s) requires a 5,5 at higher tier level in 
Core and Additional Science GCSE as well as a 5 in higher tier 
Maths.

There is supplementary information for specific subjects 
included in the entry pack and on the school website. For 
subjects with a higher level of Maths content e.g. Geography 
and Business Studies a higher tier 5 grade in Maths is 
required and for subjects that require a strong level of 
English e.g. History and Philosophy and Ethics then a 5 grade 
is required in English Language or Literature.
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Our mission is to develop young people with active and creative  
minds. Within the context of our Christian foundation we aim to  

foster a sense of understanding and compassion for others and the 
courage to act on our beliefs. 

St Laurence strives to be an outstanding school, offering a broad 
and challenging education to meet the needs of all students. We are 

committed to inspiring students to achieve the highest standards 
of intellectual and personal development through a stimulating and 

comprehensive curriculum. 
Within a caring, respectful, inclusive community, we cultivate a desire 

to learn, take risks and accept challenges. We want our students to be 
resilient and adaptable, equipped with the knowledge, skills and curiosity 
to continue their education and become fulfilled, confident and socially 

responsible adults.

We care • We inspire • We succeed

Mission & Values

Freedom
With rights come responsibilities. Sixth 
Formers have more freedom and greater 
responsibility, whilst they remain an integral 
part of the wider school community. Many 
support students in Key Stage 3 lessons 
or act as reading buddies or mentors for 
lower school students. Sixth Formers are 
also integrated within the school’s vertical 
tutor system and this enables them to 
take the lead in supporting their tutor and 
become role models for younger students. In 
addition, the Sixth Form Committee has an 
active and important role in the direction and 
development of the school.
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Further Information

Please visit the school website to view the  
Sixth Form film and access other information  

on Sixth Form life at St Laurence.

If you have any further questions or queries 
or would like to organise a tour of the school 

please contact Aidan Blowers (Director of Sixth 
Form) via email: aidblo@st-laurence.com  

or call 01225 309500.

St Laurence School
Ashley Road

Bradford on Avon
Wiltshire

BA15 1DZ

www.st-laurence.com
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