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Despite difficult times, there are a lot of good things to celebrate here 
at St Laurence. We have been impressed by the approach of our year 
11 students in their mock exams, especially since they didn’t have any 
exams at the end of year 10. I also want to thank you for the support 
you have been giving in maintaining our uniform standards – there 
has been a noticeable improvement over the last week or so; this is 
really helpful in encouraging our school ethos and in promoting good 
standards of behaviour and commitment.  
Like most secondary schools locally and nationally, we seem to be 
going through a particularly difficult period as far as Covid cases are 
concerned. I realise that having your child at home isolating and 
learning online brings added pressures to families for a variety of 
reasons. I want to reassure you that the total number of cases in 
school is very low, even though the necessary isolation of larger 
numbers tends to magnify the scale of the problem. As always, we are 
working very closely with the local Public Health team, whose support 
has been magnificent, and maintaining all our safety measures. 
Students in the isolating year groups have taken really well to lessons 
on MS Teams and I am grateful to their teachers and also to you for 
your support. If you experience difficulties, please let us know and we 
will do all we can to respond quickly. 
We were very encouraged by the feedback you gave about the 
remote learning for the year 9 isolation period before half term. Key 
headlines were: 
82% said it was very easy or easy for their child to access the live 
lessons 
85% said that their child adapted really well or well to the live lessons 
55% said it was very easy or easy for their child to seek help from their 
teacher during the live lessons 
88% said it was very easy or easy for their child to locate lesson 
resources on Class Charts 
68% felt that the work was at an appropriate level for their child. 
The most successful aspect by far was identified as building routine 
into students’ days (88%). 
 
We will continue to work at improving our practice in this area. 
Indeed, part of today’s staff training is focussed on this. 
Thank you too to parents and carers of years 11 and 13 for the returns 
about the recent remote parents’ evenings. Again, your feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. 
We are always interested in hearing from parents and carers who 
would be interested in becoming a school Governor at some point 
when vacancies arise. Anyone interested in talking informally about 
this is encouraged to contact the Chair of Governors, Kieran Kilgallen, 
whose email address is on the website; alternatively, please contact 
the school and we will pass on your details. 
Our next Parent Carer bulletin will be sent on Friday 4th December. 

Fergus Stewart 
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 Week B 

23/11  

24/11  

25/11  

26/11  

27/11 Y11 GCSE Mock Written 
Exams End 

 
Collective Worship Term Theme: 
Wisdom 

  Headteacher’s Update:  

 

 
God, please help us, 
whether we have faith or no 
faith 
 
To accept the words of 
wisdom and store up its 
command within us.   
 
May we turn our ear to 
wisdom and apply our 
understanding to the 
challenges of everyday life.   
 
Let us call out for insight 
and cry aloud for 
understanding in this world.   
 
May we look for wisdom 
and understanding as if it is 
silver and gold.   
 
Let’s search for wisdom’s 
hidden treasure. 
   
 We hope that we will truly 
understand our role   and 
place in society. 
 
 (adapted from Proverbs 
2:1-11 (NIV)) 
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Salvation Army Suggested Gift List for Children and Young People 

We believe every child deserves a new gift at Christmas so we are unable to take used or second hand items for the Christmas 

Present Appeal. 

0-3 years:  dolls, teddy bears, cot mobiles, baby clothes, bath toys, CDs of suitable music and nursery rhymes, puzzles 

3-5: dolls and action figures, cars, lorries, DVDs and CDs (music and nursery rhymes), colouring sets, pencils, crayons, books, puzzles 

5-9: educational games & toys, stationery (colouring sets, pencils, crayons, school sets), CDs & family friendly DVDs, books, puzzles, 

wordsearch, crosswords 

9-12: games and toys, stationery, DVDs, books, t-shirts, hair accessories, gloves, scarves, hats 

13-16: books, make-up and toiletries (please try to ensure non-allergic ingredients if possible), gloves, scarves, hats, t-shirts, hair 

accessories and gift vouchers 

Over the years, millions of children and young people have benefited from gifts donated to The Salvation Army. 

By giving a gift to our Christmas Present Appeal you can make a real difference in someone’s life at Christmas 

Collection date December 7th  
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Eve Nott, Year 7 

 

Last month, St Laurence School took part in the 

Big Draw Festival 2020 – a worldwide 

celebration of drawing.  This year’s theme is ‘A 

Climate of Change’, with a focus on 

endangered animals.  Students were invited to 

draw their favourite endangered animal in any 

material of their choice to be included in our 

online gallery.  We have been blown away by 

their fantastic artwork and their passion for the 

environment! We will be showing more 

examples of this work and images from our 

Lockdown Photography competition in our 

Christmas issue of Connect.  

#ClimateofChange 

THE BIG DRAW 
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Digital Parenting 

We recognise that parents and carers wish to provide digital protection for their children and 
promote safe usage. As within school, there is a need to combine education with responsible 
oversight and to impose age appropriate controls over access to online materials and time 
spent with multi-media devices.  We regularly publish an infographic with some excellent 
examples of advice in respect to discussing e-safety with young people and understanding how 
to deploy home filtering. We are aware that these might not always reproduce well in this 
format and recommend that you access the link below to sign up and access the weekly 
infographic. This week’s theme is “Remote Education 10 Top Tips for parents and carers & 
children”.  These and other really valuable resources can be accessed 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/training. 
 

Please log into your ParentPay account to pay for the 
following items if relevant. 
 

Trip/Item Payment Due 

Calculators £9.20 All Year 

Geometry Sets £1.30 All Year 

A Level Calculator £20.25 All Year 

Sketchbooks Various All Year 

Face Masks – COVID 19 £3.00 Ongoing 

Disposable Face Mask £0.35 Ongoing 

Year 10 DofE Bronze £115.00 30/11/2020 

 
 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/training


 

 



 

 


