
 

Friday 11th September 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

First of all, I would like to thank you for your support as we have gone through the process of full school 

opening. The overwhelming majority of students have been absolutely superb in their following of the new 

rules and procedures for arrival, departure and moving around in school and maintaining their year group 

zones. It has been a joy to have students back in school. 

We have been monitoring how things have been working every day.  When we have become aware of 

pinch points within year group zones we have made modifications to ease flow of students.  We will 

continue to do this.  This letter contains a number of important messages and updates. 

Face Masks: 

I said in my last letter (28th August) that we would keep our position on the wearing of face masks under 

review.  I have now made the decision, in consultation with senior staff and the school governors, that we 

will move to the wearing of face masks in corridors and stairways from Monday 14th September.  The 

reasons for coming to this decision are: 

• There are still a few relatively crowded areas in corridors, which we could not easily foresee before 
we were able to monitor the live situation. 

• The wearing of masks in these areas will increase staff confidence when moving around, which they 
are doing throughout the day, between year group zones. 

• The changes in the national and local situation. 

• The compliance of students with our requirements so far, which gives me confidence that they will 
readily meet this new requirement. 

Students will not be required to wear a mask in outside areas, classrooms / study rooms or eating areas 

(apart from the servery / till areas in our two restaurants). 

While we are not required to supply masks by national guidelines, we have made the decision to issue each 

student with 3 washable masks. This a significant investment by the school in order to avoid inequalities 

and additional burdens on families. The masks are dual layer and an additional, filter can also be inserted. 

Further points to make are: 

• We are aware that some students will not be able to wear a mask for specific medical reasons and 
we will respect and support that position. We ask parents and carers to let the House team know 
about the issue, unless we have already been made aware of it. 

• We would advise that the masks are washed on a daily basis, hence the supply of 3 masks. 

• Students wearing a mask on school or public transport (which is still a requirement for all, including 
on trains) should change to a different mask for use during the school day, to avoid bringing 
contamination into school. 

• When not in use, students should have a sealable plastic bag in which to store their mask(s) 
hygienically. 

• Students should put a name (or at least initials) and year group on their mask in case it is lost. 

• If a student wishes to wear a different mask from the ones we supply, they may do so, although we 
would ask that their mask is worn safely and does not show inappropriate logos etc. They should 



 

not wear disposable masks because of the environmental impact and the need to use a different 
mask several times during the day. 

 
I am aware that this decision will not please everyone and that there are different views about mask 
wearing.  We are asking for your support in a challenging and new situation for schools.  We will not be 
taking a heavy-handed approach on Monday, since we realise that not every student will get all of this right 
straightaway. 
 
Students will be given a briefing about safe use of masks on Monday or, for sixth formers, as early as 

possible next week. 

We will review this decision in the light of our school, local and national situation and will inform you of the 

outcome of our review in 4 weeks’ time (9th October) if not before.  We will be able to supply additional 

masks on request, for a small charge. 

Uniform: 

We have been really pleased to see that the majority of students have returned in the correct uniform and 

the adjustments that we have made to help support families who have experienced delays in receiving 

uniform have been followed. Please can we remind you that: 

▪ All other aspects of our uniform policy remain in place so the wearing of necklaces, rings and 

multiple piercings, for example, are not acceptable and students will be asked to remove these 

items if they wear them; 

▪ Students should either wear school PE Kit or school uniform but should not mix across the two. 

If you are not sure about any aspect of our uniform policy, please do contact your child’s Assistant Head of 

House or Head of House.  Limited SLSA School uniform is available to purchase, please contact Mrs Howard 

via email on Studentreception@st-laurence.com 

Hand sanitiser: 

We are really pleased with the way students are using our handwash stations. While there is hand sanitiser 

in each classroom, we would encourage every student to carry their own small bottle of hand sanitiser as 

an additional precaution. 

Year 7 and 12 Photographs 

Individual Year 7 photographs were taken by Tempest Photography last week in school following the 

relevant precautions. We will be distributing a copy of the order form via Year 7 tutors this week and it will 

come home with your child so please make sure you check in their bag!  You will be able to make an order 

for photographs and other products online and all of the details about how to do this are on the form. 

Unfortunately this year, we will not be able to send orders to Tempest on your behalf so the only way to 

order photographs and other products is online. 

Year 12 photos will be passed to Year 12 students via the 6th Form Team. 
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Safeguarding updates 

We are aware of a real and particularly nasty viral post going around on TikTok. TikTok are dealing with the 
situation and it should be cleared within the next few days. However, you may want to prevent your child 
using TikTok temporarily or to speak to your child about what they would do if the child sees nasty content 
and who they would talk to. 
If they tell you they have seen something that upsets them: 

• Remain calm and non-judgemental. 

• Be curious - where have they seen this content? Can that channel/account be blocked? Ensure your 
child knows how to report content or that you do. 

• Don't treat 'online' as different to real life - to children online is real life. In the same way that we 
would talk about their day at school, their friends etc. we should have regular discussions about 
what they are doing online and what to do if something is concerning or upsetting. 

• Further support can be found at Childline and Papyrus; 

• https://www.papyrus-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Supporting-Your-Child-A-Guide-for-
Parents.pdf 

 

Advance notice: Parents’ evenings: 

Due to the Covid restrictions, the upcoming parents’ evenings for year 11 (8th October) and year 13 (15th 

October) will be carried out remotely, using Microsoft Teams or, if necessary, by phone. We will be sending 

out further information on booking etc nearer the dates of these events. Thank you for your patience with 

this situation. 

Headteacher interviews: 

These will be taking place next week, from Monday until Wednesday. Students may see candidates around 

school but there will be no disruption to their routines. The Governors will announce the outcome of the 

process in due course. 

Thank you again for your ongoing support 

With best wishes 

 

 
Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 
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