
 

 

 

28 August 2020 

 

Dear Year 12 Student, 

I wanted to take a moment to officially welcome you to the St Laurence 6th Form. I know how challenging the last few 

months have been, and added to this was all the uncertainty around results time about how and what you would 

receive for your GCSEs. It is important, I think, to feel that you absolutely deserve the grades that you got and now you 

need to prepare for A levels in 6th Form with us. 

In this letter I would like to share a few key pieces of information which will hopefully support you in starting at St 

Laurence 6th Form. 

Start Date – Thursday 3rd September 11am 

New year 12s will enter school via either entrance at Churches or Ashley Road on this day. They should make their way 

directly to the Wiltshire Music Centre where we will meet them for a Year 12 briefing. This will last until about 12 noon.  

From here half of Year 12 will go for photographs while the other half take a break. We will then rotate this process. 

All Year 12 students will have their timetabled lessons P4 and P5 on this day.  

(Note we will be starting on Week A) 

Friday 4th September 11.25am start (arrive for 11am to allow for handwashing) 

On this day the rest of the school will have extended tutorial so all Year 12 and 13 students should arrive for 11am 

ready for an 11.25 start where they would head straight to the designated class in their Year Zone in Fitzmaurice. 

If they have a study period P3 they would arrive in time for their first timetabled lesson – wash their hands and go 

straight to the lesson in their zone. 

Resources: 

Year 12s must come ready to learn. They should have completed all of their Summer transition work to a high quality 

standard. This can be found on the school website here: 

https://st-laurence.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Sixth-Form-Transition-Summer-Work-2020.pdf 

Students will need stationery and we would recommend highlighters as part of this. We would advise students to have 

1 lever arch day folder that they bring to school using dividers for each subject. At home they could have a further 

folder for each subject so that weekly they can file work from their day folder into their subject folders at home. This 

means they don’t need to bring copious folders in each day. 

Dress code: 

All Year 12 students must follow the dress code which can be found on the school website here.  

https://st-laurence.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Sixth-Form-Dress-Code-2020-2021.pdf 

 It is vital that this is respected and adhered to. If students have a query, they should raise this with a member of the 6th 

Form staff team. 
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6th Form Team: 

My name is Mr Aidan Blowers and I am the Director of 6th Form. I am ably supported by the fantastic team of: 

Mrs Trudi Chatfield – Assistant Director of 6th Form 

Mrs Jo Brown – 6th Form Student support officer  

If you have any queries at all please do feel free to get in contact with any one of us. 

Attendance: 

This as ever is going to be critical this year. You may know that for the time being 6th Form students will not attend 

tutorials. This is to support our Year Bubble plan and mitigate the mixing of students. 6th Form students should arrive 

from 8.40am ready for their lessons. A video explaining this in depth will be coming to you soon. 

We will be analysing all attendance carefully lesson by lesson every day. Clearly any lessons missed without adequate 

reason would be a significant issue and would trigger a range of consequences. 

Work Ethic: 

Last year our 6th Form achieved the highest attaining set of results in the county for a state school. This equated to a 

quite staggering average A level grade of a B for the whole year group. These high grades come as a result of the 

tremendous hard work from our students and staff – supplemented by great support at home. It is important that you 

should be in no doubt; A levels are tough. They are highly academic subjects which you will have to work hard and 

consistently for across the two years of study.  

17 hours minimum: 

Each student has 10 study periods a week – equating to 10 hours of study time outside of lessons. As a minimum we 

would expect students to spend a further hour at home after school completing work. There will be key times when it 

will be more than this but if students can get into the habit of doing this daily as a minimum they give themselves the 

best chance of success. This means 10 hours of study periods + 1 hour each day at home = 17 hours a week minimum. 

Families should also consider how this balances with paid work. We would recommend that students do not do more 

than about 10 hours a week as we believe it is a real challenge to balance this with their academic study. We would 

recommend ideally one full day free at a weekend to further support this. 

Partnerships: 

The success of the St Laurence 6th Form is built on strong relationships between all stakeholders. We want to ask you to 

work with us and support us in doing all we can for these young people. We can promise you that we will always do our 

best to listen, work with you and support you all moving forward. 

We are really excited about welcoming you as a year group. We know that it has been the most challenging of times for 

you and we can reassure you that we have worked tremendously hard to prepare for your arrival. So, work hard, take 

care and enjoy the end of your holiday. We look forward to seeing you at St Laurence in September. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Aidan Blowers 

Director of 6th Form  


