
 

28th August 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you have managed to have a break over the summer and are staying well. We are looking forward to 

having all our students back into school from next week and also to welcoming our new year 7 students. In 

this letter, which is rather long I’m afraid, I will summarise key information for next week and beyond. On 

our website there is a Frequently Asked Questions about school re-opening, which gathers together and 

updates all the information from the last month or so – please follow the link https://st-laurence.com/. We 

have also produced a short film (https://youtu.be/7igkekCzTq8), which we would like all students to watch 

before coming on to site, please, so they have some idea about what to expect in terms of how the site is 

set up to keep everyone safe. 

First of all, however, I would like again to congratulate our students on their A level and GCSE grades. What 

we have seen over the last few weeks has put our young people through further, unnecessary stress and 

the belated decision to use the Centre Assessed Grades was the only right way to proceed. The process we 

went through ensured that those grades were as accurate as we could make them – we posted a summary 

of the process on the Exams section of the website before the summer holidays. Therefore I want to assure 

everyone, and especially our candidates, that the grades they have finally been awarded are sound and fair 

reflections of their ability and effort throughout their courses.  

Site preparations: 

A great deal of work has been going on to ensure that the site and operations in school are organised so as 

to keep students and staff as safe as possible. As we explained in the letter at the end of term, key to this is 

that students in each year group will remain in separate bubbles, in specified zones of the school. Siblings in 

different bubbles will not be able to meet up during the day because we need to be consistent about 

maintaining those boundaries.  Important details are given below and in the film. In order to ensure that 

we can keep the zones separate, despite the limitations of our site, we have installed an extra double 

classroom and additional toilet blocks. One of the inevitable consequences, however, is that almost all our 

rooms, including most of our specialist rooms, will have to be used as general classrooms for the time 

being. This means that students will not be able to engage in practical work in subjects like Science, DT, Art 

and Music as frequently as they would normally. However teachers have adapted schemes of learning to 

take this into account. I hope this situation won’t last too long. 

Our hygiene, cleaning, first aid and Covid procedures are all set up, following guidance from the local 

Health Protection Team, the Department for Education and Wiltshire Council. 

Face masks: 

As you will be aware, the government has this week changed its position slightly on the wearing of face 

masks in school. It is now a requirement that, if a local lockdown comes into force, all students (apart from 

those with exemptions) will need a wear a mask in social areas and corridors. It is also at the discretion of 

each school whether to make the wearing of masks compulsory even without a local lockdown, if they 

believe it is right in their particular circumstances. 

https://st-laurence.com/
https://youtu.be/7igkekCzTq8


 

Currently we will NOT be requiring face masks in school. The rates of infection in our area are, thankfully, 
low; in addition we have worked hard to create as safe an environment as possible for students and 
staff. However, as we have always said, we recognise that some students may feel more comfortable 
wearing a mask in communal areas and they may do so, provided they use their mask in a safe and 
hygienic manner. 
 
Students MUST wear a face mask if travelling on public transport (service bus or train). We would also 
strongly advise wearing them on school transport. If they have worn a mask for the journey to school, they 
will be expected to remove this and, if they wish, replace it with a different mask for use in school. 
 
Meantime we have ordered a large number of washable face masks, so that we are able to provide them to 

students and staff if local restrictions come into place OR if we judge that we should make masks a 

requirement at St Laurence. Any decision will be informed by national and local advice and on our 

assessment of how things are working in school. We will, of course, keep you fully informed. 

Arrivals and departures on normal days, once term is underway: 

Each year group will enter and leave the site by a specific entrance / exit, which is signed clearly. There will 

also be a small amount of staggering to keep year groups apart as they arrive and leave. Full details are 

given below. Upon arrival, every student will be required to wash their hands and sanitiser will be available 

throughout the day as well.  

Before and after school clubs and activities will not, unfortunately, be available, at least in term 1, while we 

evaluate the situation. This is to ensure that we maintain bubbles separation and also enable the required 

level of cleaning to take place. 

We would like students NOT to arrive on site before 8.15 am please.  However we do recognise that this 

will not always be possible; students who cannot avoid arriving between 8.00 and 8.15 will need to use the 

correct entrance and remain in the outside area of their year group zone. All students need to be waiting 

outside their tutor room by 8.25am. 

 

Year 7 and 12 Induction, Thursday 3rd September: 

There are separate arrangements for year 7 and 12 students for their induction day on Thursday 3rd 

September, which have been shared by Mr Blowers for year 12 and Mrs Rhodes for year 7. Please follow 

the links to this information if required: 

Year 7: https://st-laurence.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Parent-letter-20th-July-2020.pdf 

Year 12: https://st-laurence.com/ 

 

Please can we respectfully ask parents and carers to observe social distancing when bringing and 

collecting their children. We must avoid gatherings outside school in order to maintain a Covid-safe 

environment. 

 

Social time: 

Each year group bubble will have its own break and lunch times, in a dedicated space, and food will be 

available to purchase (we have set up an additional servery and till in Trinity Hall). The machine for charging 

Parent Pay accounts with cash will no longer be available, so please ensure that your child’s account has 

enough of a balance for them to use the cashless system. 

https://st-laurence.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Parent-letter-20th-July-2020.pdf
https://st-laurence.com/


 

Students will have spaces where they can eat packed lunches. They should also bring their own water in a 

water bottle. They also need to bring a full set of the required equipment for lessons as no sharing will be 

possible: 

Pens 

Pencils 

Pencil; sharpener 

Eraser 

Ruler 

Basic maths equipment 

Calculator 

Highlighters 

Scissors 

Glue stick 

Reading book, for use between lessons if awaiting the next teacher. 

Please note that a mobile phone is NOT one of these requirements. 

 

Uniform: 

We are aware of the problems that some parents and carers are experiencing with uniform items ordered 

from Price and Buckland. I realise that this has caused additional stress, for which we sincerely apologise. 

We had been working with the supplier to try to avoid such problems, so it’s frustrating all round to find 

ourselves in this situation. 

However we have published a number of alternatives, which we hope will enable all students to feel 

confident when they arrive on site, while avoiding unnecessary cost to parents and carers. Please do check 

the updates on this link or through our website front page: https://st-laurence.com/post/8236. 

 

School transport: 

Wiltshire Council should have been in touch with all students who require school buses. They now have a 

dedicated transport page, which will answer most questions that parents and schools may have about 

returning to school using the school buses. If you have any queries, please look at this page and if you still 

have questions, you can contact the Transport team directly from the telephone numbers on the webpage: 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/transport-covid19 

Please consider encouraging your child to walk or cycle wherever possible, to cut down on vehicle 

congestion in our car parks and surrounding roads. 

 

Detailed Arrangements for Friday 4th September, when all students will be returning: 

We hope that you will watch our short film (https://youtu.be/7igkekCzTq8) which contains key information 

about the return to school. It would be useful to watch this with your children and to discuss some of the 

key information with them so that we can ensure a smooth start to the new school year. 

 

 

https://st-laurence.com/post/8236
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/transport-covid19
https://youtu.be/7igkekCzTq8


 

Arrival 

Please follow the guidance in the film which makes clear the systems that will be in place for queueing and 

hand sanitising once you arrive at school. 

 Entrance Go to Timings 

Year 7 Approach via Churches and use 

the 1st set of gates (by Aldhelm) 

to enter the site 

Tutor rooms which are 

based in Aldhelm and Lower 

Fitzmaurice (see below) 

On site for 8.30am and 

ready to start lessons at 

8.35am 

Year 8 Approach via Ashley Road car 

park and use the “bus gate” at 

the left of the Sports Hall to 

enter the site 

Tutor rooms which are 

based in Moulton (see 

below) 

Year 9 Approach via Ashley Road car 

park and use the back door of 

Trinity Hall to enter the site 

Tutor rooms which are 

based in Trinity and DT (see 

below) 

Year 10 Approach via Churches and use 

the main back gates by the bike 

sheds to enter the site (there 

will be a Y10 lane for entry) 

Tutor rooms which are 

based in 6FC and ILC (see 

below) 

Year 11 Approach via Churches and use 

the main back gates by the bike 

sheds to enter the site (there 

will be a Y11 lane for entry) 

Tutor rooms which are 

based in Trinity (see below) 

Year 12 

 

Use the y10/11 entrance by the 

bike shed on this day.  

P3 lessons which are based 

in Upper Fitzmaurice – you 

should collect your 

timetable from 11am in the 

restaurant extension; this 

tells you the rooms for 

lessons. 

On site and ready to start 

lessons at 11.25am 

 Year 13 

 

 

Leaving the site 

We will be staggering the end of the school day to allow for a smooth exit from the site. We have kept the 

amount of staggering to a minimum to avoid disruption. We will review these arrangements as the term 

progresses. 

Year 7 and Year 8 2.50pm 
Year 9 and Y10  2.55pm 
Year 11 and 6F  3.00pm 
 

Tutor Groups 

As part of our planning and risk assessment, we have created temporary tutor groups. All students and 

tutors remain in the same House but have been placed in a year group tutor group within the House. 

Students should check the list below so that they can identify the location of the tutor groups within their 

year group zone. This is the location that they should head for after entering the school site.  



 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Ashley 7A1 A1 8A1 M1 9A1 T17 10A1 S1 11A1 T3 

7A2 A2 8A2 M2 9A2 T18 10A2 S2 11A2 T4 

Budbury 7B1 A3 8B1 M3 9B1 T19 10B1 S3 11B1 T5 

7B2 A4 8B2 M4 9B2 F3 10B2 S4 11B2 T6 

Conigre 7C1 A5 8C1 M5 9C1 T1 10C1 S5 11C1 T7 

7C2 F7 8C2 M6 9C2 T2 10C2 S6 11C2 T8 

Huntingdon 7H1 F8 8H1 M7 9H1 D7 10H1 D2 11H1 T15 

7H2 F1 8H2 D6 9H2 D10 10H2 6FIT 11H2 T16 

Westfield 7W1 F5 8W1 H1 9W1 PC1 10W1 ILCL 11W1 T13 

7W2 F6 8W2 H2 9W2 PC2 10W2 ILCU 11W2 T14 

 

Please note that following the completion of the Science extension the rooms in Trinity Block have been re-

numbered. The new numbering system will be made clear on the short film (https://youtu.be/7igkekCzTq8) 

 and an updated map can be found on the website https://st-laurence.com/ and in the school planner, 

which students will receive when they return.  Please reassure your children that there will be plenty of 

staff around to help students find their new tutor room so there is no need to worry about getting this 

wrong or forgetting it. 

There is much more information in our FAQ document which can be found on the website https://st-

laurence.com/. If you have any remaining questions, staff will be in school from Tuesday 1st September. 

Whilst they will be engaged in staff training during Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd, they will be able to 

answer any urgent questions before the return to school. 

Behaviour expectations: 

We will give all students a full briefing on their first day about our enhanced expectations about safe 

conduct on site. We will publish an Addendum to our Behaviour Policy on our website and will send it out 

with a parent / carer survey in the next few weeks. 

Forward planning: 

We are finalising detailed plans for what we will do if there is a local or national school closure, or if some 

parts of the school need to self isolate. We aim to send these plans out to you during the term, for your 

information and feedback. Of course we hope the plans will not need to be mobilised but we are ready if 

this becomes necessary. 

Isolating: 

To help us all, please remember: 

• The quarantine requirements if returning from various specified countries – children should not be 

in school during quarantine. 

• If your child is displaying Covid symptoms they must not come to school. They need to get a Covid 

test and, if positive, must isolate for 10 days, with household contacts isolating for 14 days. The 

main symptoms are: 

https://youtu.be/7igkekCzTq8
https://st-laurence.com/
https://st-laurence.com/


 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 

• If your child displays Covid symptoms in school we will have to isolate them and ask you to fetch 

them straightaway. 

 

Thank you for all your patience over the last six months. Your continuing support as we move into this next 

phase will be really valued by us. Despite all the unusual arrangements, the return of all our students to 

school is a milestone moment for us and we are looking forward to it enormously.  Please remember the 

film and the FAQ section on the website. 

With best wishes 

 

 
Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 


