
 

19th July 2020 

Dear Year 13s 

As this school year comes to an end I really wanted to write a letter to you to say some of the things I 

would have said if we’d had a normal end to the year. You’re a very special year group to me because most 

of you started at St Laurence not long after I came here as headteacher in January 2013, so we have shared 

those years. You’ll also really be the last group of year 13 students I’ll be saying farewell to. 

So here are some of the thoughts I wanted to pass on to you: 

• First of all, thank you. You’ll never fully know how much of an influence and example you’ve been 

to all those students younger than you, who have watched and listened to you. All those causal 

conversations in tutor groups and bits of advice and encouragement you’ve passed on, most of 

which you’ll have forgotten about, have meant a great deal to them. Many of you have contributed 

to St Laurence across a wide range of activities, for example literacy support, leading Collective 

Worships and Briefings, helping in lessons with younger years, acting as coaches and mentors both 

academically and in sport…and the list goes on. The more you put in, the more you get out 

generally and I hope you’ve found that. 

• Then, congratulations. You worked really hard for the grades you’re going to receive in a few 

weeks and you thoroughly deserve the success. A Level courses are challenging and I know there 

will have been occasions when you may have felt like giving up – so well done for sticking to it – 

those are the moments you can look back on when things are tough with future challenges – you 

got through this so you can get through anything! And please don’t think for a second, and don’t let 

anyone else suggest to you either, that somehow these grades are any less valuable than grades in 

other years. Your teachers worked really hard to award you the right grades – I set extremely high 

standards for them in that process and they met those standards. You can walk away with your 

heads held high that you have achieved a set of A level grades that you worked for and deserve. 

• Remember though – and I do always say this – that grades, important as they are, do not define 

you. You are all unique and amazing people, with so many talents and rich personalities. I hope that 

your time at St Laurence has taught you some things that are even more important than grades and 

that will stay with you throughout your lives. 

• Finally, please stay in touch! You will always be welcome to drop in or email and let us know how 

you’re doing – nothing gives us more pleasure. And I will keep my promise to you that we’ll get you 

together to celebrate your successes – I can’t say when yet, until this crazy situation gets clearer, 

but I look forward to seeing you in the not too distant future. 

So have a good summer, enjoy your results and I want to wish you every kind of success as you move 

forward to your next steps. 

Very best wishes 

 
Fergus Stewart 
Headteacher 


