
 

19th July 2020 

 

Dear Year 11s 

As this school year comes to an end I really wanted to write a letter to you to say some of the things I 

would have said if we’d had a normal end to the year. Usually I’d have had the opportunity to say these 

things when we got you all together into the Sports Hall, sitting in your exam desks, the Friday before your 

exams began! 

So here are some of the thoughts I wanted to pass on to you anyway: 

• First of all, congratulations. You worked really hard for the grades you’re going to receive in a few 

weeks and you thoroughly deserve the success. I know that most of you will have had times during 

your courses when the going was really tough but you stuck with it, which is something to be really 

proud about. And please don’t think for a second, and don’t let anyone else suggest to you either, 

that somehow these grades are any less valuable than grades in other years. Your teachers worked 

really hard to award you the right grades – I set extremely high standards for them in that process 

and they met those standards. You can walk away with your heads held high that you have 

achieved a set of GCSE grades that you worked for and deserve. 

• I also want to say how proud I am of you all – and I know I speak for all the staff who have worked 

with you over the last five years. That pride goes far beyond the grades – you are all very special 

young people, who have made life in school a happy experience for your year group and everyone 

else – well, most of the time! What makes me most proud, actually, is the way you have grown as 

people and, despite the ups and downs some of you have experienced, you have come through as 

delightful individuals whom we all remember fondly. 

I know many of you will be returning to our sixth form and we are very much looking forward to that, even 

though school life will be slightly stranger for a while as we get used to new restrictions. Some of you will 

be moving on to College, apprenticeships or other sixth forms, and I want to wish you all the very best in 

whatever you do. I haven’t forgotten the promise I made to you that we would somehow find a way to get 

you together again to celebrate all your successes. At this stage I can’t tell you what or when that will be 

but, as life becomes clearer and, hopefully, less restricted, we’ll do that and I look forward to it. 

So have a good summer, enjoy your results and I want to wish you every kind of success as you move 

forward to your next steps. 

Very best wishes 

 
Fergus Stewart 
Headteacher 


