
 

Friday 3rd July 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our weekly letter from St Laurence. I hope that you and your families are well as these difficult 

times continue. I’d like to update you about a number of issues, under headings so you can go to the 

sections that apply for your children. 

Mental health and wellbeing: 

We are very aware of the stresses that have been experienced by many of our young people and have been 

providing support throughout this period and are continuing to work with partner agencies to do this.  

I’d like also to signpost you to Wiltshire’s Early Mental Health & Counselling service, run by Barnardo’s, in 

particular their On Your Mind website, which gives information for young people and for parents / carers, 

including links to resources and organisations that can support with emotional wellbeing.  Please visit our 

school website for this information (see pink box on front page and follow the links), as well as guidance to 

boost online safety understanding.  

Collective Worship: 

I have attached the weekly Collective Worship slides, which Mr Watkin also posts on Class Charts for all 

students. If your child hasn’t been accessing these, please encourage them to do so, so that we can 

maintain a school focus on those Church school values that are so important. 

 

Year 10 programme: 

Attendance has again been excellent this week, with really useful face to face discussions between students 

and their options teachers. Since phase 1 of this programme has gone so well, with your support and the 

students’ excellent participation, we are moving into Phase 2 next week, with classroom lessons for small 

groups in English Language, English Literature, Maths and Science. These will take place on their allocated 

House days, starting at 9.30am in Trinity Hall, as usual, and finishing at 1pm. Students have been asked to 

bring their own drink and snack. 

Each group of students will remain in one classroom for their lessons and teachers will move to their rooms 

at the allocated times. There will be clear social distancing and hygiene controls in each room. 

Key Stage 3 (years 7-9): 

Tutor calls on Teams to students have been going really well and are enabling us to build a fuller picture of 

the needs of each, so that we can prepare well for September.  We are working through the students 

systematically, so, if your child has not had that conversation yet, be assured that this will happen over the 

next two weeks. Meanwhile, thank you for continuing to support their remote learning – we are all looking 

forward to getting back to a more normal situation in September. Do remember that they can email any of 

their subject teachers for help and they will receive a reply with an appointment time on Microsoft teams.  

Please let us know immediately if there are any barriers to any of these contacts, in terms of IT access etc. 

Again, do remember that we have attached a guide for students and a copy of the questionnaire we are 

using for the tutor calls on ClassCharts. 

 



 

Year 11: 

Tutors are making contact with their year 11 students, as some of you will be aware already. This week a 

letter has been sent out about GCSE grades. I am aware that there is some disappointment about us not yet 

being able to publish definite details about our end of year 11 celebration. We made a commitment to 

students that we would find a way to get them together to mark this important point and we fully intend to 

do so. Please can I ask for your understanding and patience: there is no point in our publishing a date, only 

to risk having further disappointment if the arrangements have to be changed in the light of national and 

local restrictions. We will be giving more details in September. 

Please be aware of the important information sent out this week by Mr Blowers to year 11 students 

 

Years 12 & 13: 
Year 12 have been having lessons through Microsoft Teams all week with their teachers. The feedback we 

have had is that these have gone really well. We do appreciate the anxiety that some have about being 

seen on screen, this is certainly shared by staff too but it does seem that this is the “new normal” and 

hopefully as we use it more and more any nervousness will subside. 

Year 13 have also been written to about the collection of their A level results this summer which will come 

to students through their school email account on the day. Details about the range of support we are 

providing is detailed in the letter. 

 

Key worker and vulnerable provision: 

As I said a few weeks ago, we will not be able to continue the daily provision for key workers’ children and 

vulnerable students over the summer holiday period. However various schemes are being planned by 

Wiltshire Council and we will pass on details as we receive them. 

Essential locker access 

We have created a booking system to allow students to collect, only essential, items from their 

lockers.  There are a limited number of 15 minute slots as we are still adhering to social distancing guidance 

to ensure students and staff safety.  Please only book a slot if it’s for essential items that your child would 

need before September.  We apologise that we cannot allow a wider access at this time. 

Please use SLS systems to book a slot.   https://systems.st-laurence.com  click on the lockers icon  

 When coming in for this, 

• Please only park at Ashley top car park. 

• Only 1 person to attend the slot. 

• Please arrive promptly at your time. 

• You will be met by a member of staff at main reception. 

• Please have the locker key with you. 

• Please bring your own bag to collect items. 
 

Thank you. 

 

 

https://systems.st-laurence.com/


 

 

September: 

We have just received the long awaited detailed government guidelines on September re-opening.  Our 

planning is well underway and we will be sharing these with you before the end of this term. The logistical 

challenges are considerable and school life will be different from “normal” in various key respects.  

However our full intention is to get students back into school. 

Good news: 

This week we received the news that our bid to the Wolfson Foundation towards equipping our new 

Science extension has been successful. This will allow us to complete the programme of modernisation and 

much-needed updating of our Science facilities. Our students of today are the potential scientists, 

engineers and mathematicians of the future and this significant contribution enables us to equip our young 

people with the right tools to foster their knowledge, skills and enthusiasm for the sciences so that they 

might, one day, make a difference on a larger stage. But the benefits extend beyond the purely financial 

and, coming as it does during a period of uncertainty and challenge, this news acts as a tremendous fillip 

for our school community, whereby we can feel optimistic about the positive outcome on teaching and 

learning that this award will undoubtedly inspire.  

Thank you all for your continued support. 

With kind regards 

  
Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 


