
 

Friday 17th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As this term draws to a close I am writing again with some further important information, mainly around 

the start of term and return of students in September – it is quite a long letter but I hope the headings will 

be useful in helping you locate the relevant sections. Please read this alongside the details in my letter of 

10th July, which is available on the school website. I will write again during the last full week of the summer 

holidays with any further information and with a film which we will be making to help students visualise the 

set up in school. We will also be creating an FAQ summary, which will be posted on our website for your 

reference. 

Information for the end of this term: 

• No further work will be set on Class Charts after this Friday. Students should use Monday to consolidate 

and complete ongoing tasks. 

• The latest Collective Worship slides are attached. 

• Our provision for vulnerable students and children of key workers will be available on Monday 20th July 

and will then cease. 

• Our on-site programme for year 10 students ends today, Friday 17th July. I would like to thank all of 

them for their engagement and excellent behaviour throughout this period. 

• Year 12 students have been contacted by Mr Blowers about the time they should attend on site on 

Monday 20th July for an essential update. This will include details about their start in September as year 

13 students. 

• On Monday we will post on Class Charts our short end of term assembly, led and produced by our Lead 

Students. Please encourage your child to watch this so that we can end this extraordinary year together 

as a school community. 

• The school has refunded payments for all the cancelled School Trips and we would like to thank you for 

your patience.  If you have not received a refund that you were expecting please check your ParentPay 

account in the first instance.  You will need to withdraw the money in your parent pay account.  Please 

contact our finance team (finance@st-laurence.com) if you have any further queries. 

• Please note that we are not able to accept cash from September for reasons of hygiene and infection 

control; all items will have to be paid for by ParentPay.  If you have not set up or are unable to use a 

ParentPay account please email finance@st-laurence.com. 

Information for the summer holiday period: 

• I attach the latest version of the Wiltshire directory of summer activities and provisions, which may be 

of use to some of you. 

• There will be a great deal of site work taking place during the holidays, including the completion of our 

Science extension and the installation of several temporary buildings to provide additional facilities for 

September. Therefore the school site is closed throughout the holiday period. I would appreciate your 

help in ensuring that young people don’t use the site for recreational purposes as there will be a lot of 

vehicular activity and plant movement. 
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• A level and GCSE students will be emailed their grades from school, from 8am onwards, on 13th and 20th 

August respectively and full details about a range of follow up advice and guidance will be included 

with their grades. Please note that it will take several minutes to process all the emails, so students 

shouldn’t panic if their email doesn’t arrive at 8am exactly. 

• Please remember to order uniform items early from Price & Buckland (link on the school website), to 

avoid last minute delays. As I explained last week, in order to maintain supplies, we have agreed with 

Price & Buckland that there will be a limit of two of each item per child at this stage. Unfortunately our 

new second style of skirt won’t be available until later in the autumn – the existing style is available. 

Full details of our uniform requirements are on the school website (https://st-laurence.com/school-

uniform); our unchanged sixth form dress code is also available (https://st-laurence.com/admissions-

to-sixth-form). 

• We appreciate that some families may have experienced increased financial difficulties as a result of 

COVID-19.  Please be aware that we have a stock of second hand uniform and the SLSA have provided 

an extra hardship fund to further assist through this difficult time.  If you require support regarding 

uniform or equipment, please contact main reception in September and we will do our best to assist. 

• It will be really useful if students have their own basic stationery equipment ready for the start of term. 

For obvious reasons, sharing of equipment will not be possible, so a basic kit of the following items is 

essential: 

Pens 

Pencils 

Pencil sharpener 

Eraser 

Ruler 

Basic maths equipment 

Calculator 

Highlighters 

Scissors 

Glue stick 

In addition, 6th form students will need one Lever Arch Day Folder with dividers for each subject. 

• As always, students are encouraged to spend some time reviewing key work to be in a good position for 

returning in September. However they also need to take a break as well, remembering the 5 key areas 

of wellbeing: connection, mindfulness, exercise, altruism and learning something new (see school 

website for more details, activities and useful links). 

Specific information for year 10 students and their parents / carers about the transition to year 11: 

We hope that the Year 10 students have found the sessions we have organised over the last five weeks 

beneficial.  Feedback we have received from colleagues and parents/carers has been positive. 

In preparation for the 1:1 meetings, Heads of Department asked students to tick off topics that they were 

confident/familiar with and ones that they were less sure with.  This helped inform the small group sessions 

and address some of the key misconceptions and gaps in learning. In the Reconnecting with the Curriculum 

booklet, there were opportunities for them to record any reflections and actions they would personally 
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need to do.  We are confident that if students completed the work set during lockdown that they are ready 

for the next school year.  However, they should now have an idea of what they may need to catch up on (if 

anything) ready for Year 11 in September and to support this, most departments have put a summary of 

information on each subject on ClassCharts so you can support as a parent/carer.   

Ofqual is currently in consultation as to how the content and examinations for summer 2021 GCSEs can be 

amended and the exams may be pushed back until the end of June/July. It is important to note that the 

government’s guidance to schools is that students should not be dropping GCSEs unless there are 

exceptional circumstances (for example SENCo or CAMHs advice) and that remains our stance. 

Information for the start of term in September: 

I’d like to add some other useful details to the outline in last week’s letter. We are expecting all students 

back into school from the start of term in September. 

• The exact start times for each year group are as follows (using students’ year groups from September, 

so current year 7 will be year 8, etc): 

 

Thursday 3rd September: year 7 and 12 students commence, with year 7 students arriving at 8.35;  year 
12 students should arrive by any entrance and make their way to the Wiltshire Music Centre for 11am.  
Friday 4th September: year 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13 students commence. Year 12 and 13 students will arrive 
for period 3 at 11.25 am while all other year groups should arrive in good time to be in the classroom 
and ready to start lessons for 8.35am. 

 

• Each year group needs to come into school using a specific entrance, to minimise contact between year 

group “bubbles”. We realise that this will require some to walk a bit further from wherever they arrive 

by bus or car but this is extremely important to maintain a safe site. We advise parents bringing siblings 

in different year groups to drop everyone near the entry point for the youngest child – the older ones 

will then need to walk round to their year groups entrances: 

Year 7: entrance will normally be from Churches (Wiltshire Music Centre approach to school). However 

on their first day, 4th September, year 7 students may enter by any of the main entrances. On the first 

day we would ask parents and carers to respect our social distancing rules, as have been operating in 

primary schools; we are unable to allow gatherings by our entrances. 

Year 8: entrance from Ashley Road car park via the “bus gate” at the left of the Sports Hall 

Year 9: entrance from Ashley Road into the back door of Trinity Hall 

Year 10: entrance from Churches through main back gate by bike sheds 

Year 11: entrance from Churches through main back gate by bike sheds (separate lane from year 10 

students) 

Year 12/13: For the first few weeks, sixth form students cannot arrive before 8.40am, until we see how 

the flow of students on arrivals works out. On the 3rd September, year 12 students should arrive by any 

entrance and go to the Wiltshire Music Centre for 11am. 

We will publish a map and film at the end of August to enable these routes to be more clearly seen. 

Immediately on entering site all students will be required to wash their hands using the mobile stations 



 

that will be installed. Thereafter, throughout the day, students will be expected to use handwashing 

and hand sanitiser stations regularly. 

• We expect school transport to be available as normal and are currently working with Wiltshire’s school 

transport team to clarify and confirm this. You will be notified of any changes to normal arrangements. 

Please consider encouraging your child to walk or cycle wherever possible, to cut down on vehicle 

congestion in our car parks and surrounding roads. 

• Students will remain in their Houses but will be re-allocated to year-specific tutor groups within the 

House. We will inform you about your child’s tutor group and location by letter at the end of August. 

• Year 7 and 8 students will be released from lessons slightly earlier at the end of the day, at 2.50pm, 

and year 9 and 10 students at 2.55pm. This is to help us keep year groups apart as they leave the site 

through the various designated exit points. 

• Siblings will, while on site, be in their year group zones and will not be able to meet up during the 

school day, for example to share equipment or food. 

• School meals will be available to purchase on site via ParentPay. The meals will be in the form of “grab 

and go” pots rather than plated meals. Each year group will have its own break and lunch arrangements 

in a separate area of the site. Students can bring a packed lunch and their own water and drink if they 

wish and there will be designated areas for these. Unfortunately before school breakfast provision will 

not be possible. 

• Individual instrumental music lessons will be available and more details will be available once 

arrangements have been finalised. 

• There will be no changing room facilities, so students will need to come into school wearing PE or 

dance kit on the days when they will be engaged in practical activities and not theory lessons. They will 

be given their timetables and information about the days concerned once they start, so this is not a 

concern for their first day in September. 

• Students do not, under current rules and guidance, need to wear a mask when in school or on school 

transport (they will on public transport). However any student may provide and wear their own mask in 

school if they wish. If they have worn a mask for the journey to school, they will be expected to remove 

this and, if they wish, replace it with a different mask for use in school. 

• Unfortunately, owing to restrictions on site, we will not be able to provide before school or after 

school homework provision, at least until we are able to review how arrangements are working. I 

realise this is not ideal but it’s a necessary measure to enable us to get the new, restricted ways of 

operating underway as smoothly as possible. 

Behaviour expectations: 

Our normal high expectations of behaviour are unchanged. In addition, we will be enforcing strict 

requirements around public health and will not tolerate students’ failure to observe rules around staying 

within designated zones, observing good hygiene, hand washing and refraining from actions which cause 

harm or alarm to others. We will ask all parents and carers to sign an enhanced Home-School Agreement to 

this end at the start of term. 

Student support: 

I realise that many of you will have concerns about how students with individual needs will be catered for. I 

want to assure you that we are giving this key consideration in our planning and that SEND and other 



 

needs, including anxiety, will be met, albeit in ways that are slightly different from those used prior to 

school closure. If anyone has specific, individual concerns please contact the SEND team or the House team 

at the start of term. In the meantime these colleagues will be contacting some of you to make 

arrangements for individualised support for the return to school. 

Other information: 

End of year reports: 

In previous communication, I said that we would not be issuing any end of year reports and we will 

endeavour to provide next year’s Years 8-13 students with a summary of their progress by October half-

term.  We are planning to widen the tutor review to include more year groups as we recognise that many 

parents/carers have not had the opportunity to come into school during the year.  We will provide more 

details of this in the new school year as this is an ever-changing picture. 

Post-16 booklet: 

Please see attached a Post-16 booklet to help young people looking at their opportunities from September. 

It has a range of helpful advice on colleges, apprenticeships and the new Young Work Wiltshire.  

Farewells: 

As always at this time of year we are, unfortunately, saying farewell to a number of colleagues: 

Teaching assistants Miss Ward and Mr Williams. 

Mr Douglas, our PE technician 

Ms Ashman, one of our Geography teachers 

Miss Archer, our Second in English 

Mr Tsafaras, one of our Maths teachers 

Miss Macauley our Sixth Form Support Officer 

Ms Rowe, one of our Music teachers, who is leaving us to focus on her Music Therapy career after 15 years 

at St Laurence 

Mrs Coombs, lunchtime supervisor and school cleaner, retiring after 12 years 

Mrs Foster, one of our Senior Teaching Assistants, who is retiring after over 20 years. Many students know 

Mrs Foster and have benefitted so much from her kindness and guidance over the years. 

 

I’m sure you’ll join me in thanking these members of staff for their contributions to St Laurence and wishing 

them all the very best for the future. 

Finally… 

Clearly there is a limit to the information about September that we can usefully convey at this point. We 

have spent many hours working through extremely detailed planning to ensure that we make a safe and 

effective start for all year groups and students. All students will be given a full briefing as soon as they 

arrive, so they don’t need to remember all of the above! Please bear with us as we roll out the information 

and help everyone get used to the changes. Do look out for my letter and the film at the end of August. 

 

In all of this change, the essential elements about St Laurence will remain: we care first and foremost about 

people, whom we regard as our treasure, in line with our Christian ethos. Students and their wellbeing, 

which includes their academic progress, are at the heart of all we do. I hope that these temporary 
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arrangements won’t last too long and that we can return to the full vibrancy of our normal school life 

before much of next year elapses. 

 

I’d like to thank you as parents and carers for all your support and forbearance through these difficult 

months. I would also like to acknowledge and thank all the members of the St Laurence staff team, who 

have worked hard under difficult circumstances to provide ongoing care and learning. 

 

I hope you are able to have some time for rest and refreshment over the summer. 

 

With best wishes 

 

 
Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 


