
 
 

 

 

12 June 2020 

Dear parents/carers and Year 10 Bronze DofE students, 

Re. Duke of Edinburgh’s Award update and rescheduled bronze assessment expedition 

Firstly, we wanted to say well done to students for so diligently completing the volunteering, skills and physical sections 

of their bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and continuing to update their evidence via eDofE. We understand due to 

the Covid-19 epidemic, you may have found it difficult to finish off certain sections in the allotted time. There are some 

changes that the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award have made to adapt to the current situation which include being able to 

change an activity if you can no longer continue with your current one. Please follow these links for guidance and more 

information: 

https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs-participants/ 

https://help.edofe.org/hc/en-gb/articles/360024234534-How-do-I-change-my-activity-  

As you are aware, the expedition training and assessment expedition, planned for the spring and summer terms 2020 

were unfortunately cancelled. We will however, endeavour to ensure that all students get the opportunity to complete 

the expedition section of the award during September 2020, and if this is not possible due to social distancing 

restrictions at the time then the expedition will take place in July 2021.  

With this in mind, we would like to start planning for the expedition to go ahead in September 2020 and therefore 

share some key dates and information about this expedition with you at this stage. 

We have scheduled two after school sessions, at St Laurence School, from 3pm to 7pm on Thursday 10th and Friday 

11th September 2020. These are compulsory planning sessions, during which students will complete their route cards 

and plan their expedition food. All students must attend as a requirement of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and 

therefore in order to take part in the subsequent assessment expedition. You will only be required one of the two 

after school sessions, and exactly which one you have been allocated will be confirmed nearer the time. 

The assessment expedition is due to take place on Friday 18th and Saturday 19th September 2020 in the Mendip Hills. 

Students will be asked to organise their own transport for the expedition and will be asked to meet at the expedition 

start point in the morning of Friday 18th September and be collected from the expedition end point in the afternoon 

of Saturday 19th September. Exact details and timings will again be confirmed nearer the time and we would encourage 

car sharing as much as possible. Attached to this letter is a reminder of the expedition kit that individuals will need to 

bring and the equipment that will be provided by the expedition company Wild Country Consultants. The initial 

payment of £115 will be carried forward and Wild Country Consultants will be increasing their staffing levels so that 

students will be trained in navigation and campcraft during the expedition. This is a slight difference to the original 

plan where students would have completed the training on a separate weekend to the assessment expedition, and it 

is a concession that the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award have allowed for this year in order to enable students to complete 

this section of the award.  

Finally, from the 1st September 2020, Mr Bailey will be stepping down from leading the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at 

St Laurence School and Mrs Howsam will be taking over. If you have any questions at this stage, please do not hesitate 

to get in contact with one or both of us. 

Kind regards, 

Mr T Bailey     Mrs L Howsam 
Head of Outdoor Education   Teacher of PE and PSHE 
thobai@st-laurence.com    lishow@st-laurence.com  
 

https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs-participants/
https://help.edofe.org/hc/en-gb/articles/360024234534-How-do-I-change-my-activity-
mailto:thobai@st-laurence.com
mailto:lishow@st-laurence.com

