
Care     -      Inspire     -     Succeed

Collective 
Worship 
at St 
Laurence
God, please 
help us, 
whether we 
have faith or 
no faith, to..

• Be still and at peace among 
those we share community with 
• Connect with our school’s 
Christian vision and values 
• Consider how we can feel 
together in isolation 
• Take an opportunity for 
prayer or reflection



Black Lives Matter
This week’s Collective Worship is in response to the events that 
have been taking place recently.  It is hoped that we can start a 
dialogue regarding our own community and what changes we can 
make in response to the Black Lives Matter protests across the 
globe.    We are a school who values people as our treasure and 
we want to stand up for equality, justice and tolerance.    We 
want our students to feel that are part of a school that actively 
challenges, racism in our school, community and the wider 
world.    



Maya Angelou's poem 'Still I Rise' is about the eternal fight of the Woman and Slavery of Humanity. It reads as the 
signature piece to encourage all who care not to give up! 
 
You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies,  
You may tread me in the very dirt,  
But still, like dust, I'll rise. 



A statement from Archbishop Justin Welby and Archbishop John 
Sentamu in response to events in the United States of America:  

•   “Recent events in the United States of America have once again drawn 
public attention to the ongoing evil of white supremacy. Systemic racism 
continues to cause incalculable harm across the world. Our hearts weep for 
the suffering caused – for those who have lost their lives, those who have 
experienced persecution, those who live in fear. God’s justice and love for 
all creation demands that this evil is properly confronted and tackled. Let us 
be clear: racism is an affront to God. It is born out of ignorance, and must be 
eradicated. We all bear the responsibility and must play our part to 
eliminate this scourge on humanity. 

• “As Dr Martin Luther King Jr said, ‘In a real sense, we are all caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Therefore, injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.’ 

• “We pray that God’s abounding wisdom, compassion and love will guide 
leaders across the world to forge a better society.”



If you are going to challenge Racism you have 
to start with the most challenging questions:

You may need to copy 
and paste this link 
into your browser

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuZbbMOH0Qo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuZbbMOH0Qo


Can Art amend history?
• There has been a lot of talk about the removal of statues and 

their links to slavery and whether or not we should erase them 
from history. 
• In fact the protest in Bristol result in the statue of Edward 

Colston being thrown into Bristol Harbour. 
• What follows is an interesting alternative response to this 

issue.  Hopefully it will engage you and your family in a 
meaningful discussion about our response to these issues, 
which are wider than just statues



“Can Art change History?”
https://www.ted.com/talks/
titus_kaphar_can_art_amend_history/transcript?
referrer=playlist-10_great_talks_to_celebrate_bl#t-760120

You may need to copy 
and paste this link 
into your browser

https://www.ted.com/talks/titus_kaphar_can_art_amend_history/transcript?referrer=playlist-10_great_talks_to_celebrate_bl#t-760120
https://www.ted.com/talks/titus_kaphar_can_art_amend_history/transcript?referrer=playlist-10_great_talks_to_celebrate_bl#t-760120
https://www.ted.com/talks/titus_kaphar_can_art_amend_history/transcript?referrer=playlist-10_great_talks_to_celebrate_bl#t-760120


Research has shown that if we are aware of our bias and 
our prejudice, then we can challenge our prejudice.

• Newsround is a great places to start, if you would like to 
discuss Black Lives Matter with your child



I will leave you with a video of hope created 
by Bristol City Council

You may need to copy 
and paste this link 
into your browser

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=110&v=9uMXGDbXQSc&feature=emb_logo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=110&v=9uMXGDbXQSc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=110&v=9uMXGDbXQSc&feature=emb_logo


What are the other stories of hope and 
wellbeing from our local community?
• Do you have a story of hope that you think would be good to 

share?  
• If so, then please email Mr Watkin adawat@st-Laurence.com 
• We can then share this story in next weeks Collective Worship

about:blank
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Dear God,  

Grant us the gift of 
Hope.  

A Prayer or Reflection for Neighbours 

I pray for my neighbours  
Those I like and those I struggle to like  
Keep them safe and strengthen them for the 
days ahead  
Reveal to me ways to serve my neighbourhood 
in the midst of this crisis  
Help engender community spirit among my 
neighbours  
That through this difficulty we might all help 
to co-create  
A resilient neighbourhood  
Empowered by love of neighbour and of 
stranger 

In Matthew 6.21, we read: “for where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also”


