
 

Friday 5th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This is the first weekly letter for term 6. I hope you were able to have at least some time around the Bank 

Holiday weekend and half term week to enjoy the good weather, even if that’s now a receding memory!  I 

intend to keep sending these letters throughout term time – I hope they are useful in helping to keep our 

school community connected. If you become aware of other parents and carers who are unaware of the 

letters, please encourage them to read them or to contact us at school if they haven’t been receiving them 

for any reason. The letters are also all on the school website, as are important pieces of advice about 

wellbeing and mental health, which are regularly updated. 

I’d like to remind you that our Heads of House and Assistant Heads of House will be happy to listen to any 

queries you have and will pass them on to appropriate members of staff. Please see the School Life – 

Pastoral page on our website for the House team contact details. 

Thank you for the positive messages many of you have sent in. People across most sectors are finding this 

period very challenging, so we really appreciate it when you take the time to write to us in this way and 

always pass your thanks on to staff. 

Collective Worship 

This remains a really important part of our school life and Christian vision as a Church school. Attached are 

this week’s slides – please encourage your child to spend 5 minutes watching this; it’s also something you 

may want to do together as a family. Do keep on sending in your examples of Hope in our community, so 

we can celebrate all that is going on. 

Term 6 enhanced programme for year 10 and 12 students: 

In line with government guidelines we have created a programme of face to face contact for students in 

years 10 and 12 from 15th June. Full details were sent out earlier this week – if you have a child in year 10 or 

12 and have not seen these communications please contact Ms Hackett, Head’s PA (salhac@st-

laurence.com) straightaway since there is important information for you.  

We will send out further guidance next week for year 10 and 12 parents and carers.  However can I clarify 

two points, in response to questions: 

• St Laurence PE kit will be an acceptable alternative to school uniform for this programme.  

• Students cannot pick and choose parts of the programme – we have planned it carefully as a 

coherent whole and, if they are attending, we expect them to attend all aspects of it. 

The Department for Education have produced guidance for parents and carers relating to this “wider 

opening” – please use the following link if you wish to access this: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-

and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
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Provision for key stage 3 students: 

It has been necessary to limit the number of year groups participating in “wider opening” this term for 

health and safety reasons and in line with government guidance. However I do want to reassure all parents 

and carers that the continuing programme of remote learning remains our highest priority. We are acutely 

aware of the impact of this prolonged closure on students and families, in terms of wellbeing and learning 

and are continually reviewing what we do, engaging in discussions with colleagues in other schools and 

introducing appropriate changes. So far we have: 

• Been setting work to be completed daily on Class Charts for all subjects, in all year groups. In many 

subjects this has involved the use of a wide range of media and resources. 

• Created a programme of key tasks for feedback, running in fortnightly blocks of subjects for each 

year group. Feedback from teachers has been that these pieces of work have almost always been 

completed to a high standard, with some superb work being produced by many students. 

• House teams have been making short videos to their relevant House or tutor group to let them 

know that we are all thinking of them, to share some personal experiences and to invite students to 

share what they have been doing: whether that be learning Spanish, creating art work or 

completing week long Risk and Monopoly games or something completely different. 

We are continuing to develop this provision, conscious of the need to maintain variety and develop 

individual contact. We are also developing how we can make live individual responses to key stage 3 

students to help with their enquiries about their work. 

 

In addition, we have been working on the finalising and standardisation of Centre Assessed Grades for year 

11 and 13 students– this has been a huge undertaking - as well as our ongoing SEN and Safeguarding work 

and preparation for next school year. 

 

Art blog: 

Please take a look at our school Art blog, which showcases amazing work from our students produced 

during the current period – well done everyone! 

 

https://adtblog.st-laurence.com/2020/05/22/year-12-lockdown-showcase/ 

PE: 

The PE department are setting a challenge to all KS3 students to participate in the Wiltshire Virtual School 

Games.  More details are available on ClassCharts.  In publicising this and encouraging participation, we 

have a responsibility to ensure our students are appropriately safeguarded.  Therefore, we would ask that 

you read the information on ClassCharts and ensure that as parents / carers you are happy with the content 

of any videos before you decide to upload.  

 

School trips: 

As you will have been told by trip leaders, we have taken the decision to cancel all school trips until 31st 

December this year. This was a difficult decision but one that was necessary in view of the uncertainty and 

our need to try to plan. All monies and deposits made will be refunded once we have received refunds from 

our insurers. We hope to re-launch our trips programme in the new calendar year, all being well. 
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Headteacher recruitment process: 

Our Governors are proceeding with the Headteacher recruitment and appointment process, which was 

interrupted by the school closures in March. Final interviews are planned for September, with a view to the 

new Head being in place for 1st January 2021. Meanwhile I am still here, working hard with my teams every 

day and intend to do so right up until 31st December. I understand that the changeover inevitably brings 

some uncertainty but please be assured that it is business as usual as far as leading the school forwards is 

concerned, despite these challenging times. I am confident we will learn a lot that is positive from this 

period, despite the difficulties we have all had to negotiate. 

 

With kind regards 

  
Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 


