
Parent Carer letter w/b 20th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I am writing earlier this week, following the Easter break. I hope that you and your family managed to get some 
respite and rest and the chance to enjoy the good weather, despite the restrictions. At present we have no news 
about when schools will re-open, but I want to assure you that we have been thinking and planning for the next few 
months with students and families at the centre of our considerations. I would like to stress that, despite speculation 
in the media, there is NO date for schools to “re-open”, unfortunately, and we will keep you fully informed as and 
when any timeline is given to us. 

First of all I’d like to reassure you about the next steps for our year 11 and 13 students, whose GCSE and A level 
preparations have been so abruptly curtailed. Over the next weeks we will be working hard to provide “centre 
assessed grades” which are as fair and accurate as we can make them. You are aware that we cannot discuss these 
with you but, along with other schools, we are working with the local authority, colleges and universities to make 
sure that students receive reassurances about the next steps in their transition. We are here to support with general 
queries about next steps. In the meantime, we will be posting some preparatory work for A levels for our year 11 
students who are intending to move on to these courses. These tasks are intended to help keep brains attuned to 
learning and provide some useful transition activities to help with the start of A level courses. 

We have also been working on a simple schedule of key assessed tasks for students in all year groups – students will 
receive details on Class Charts, with clear dates by which the tasks need to be returned to teachers for assessment. 
It’s important that, as time goes on, teachers are able to gauge how students are getting on, in order to plan 
effectively for future work and respond to any barriers to learning that students encounter. Each task will be 
available at several levels of challenge, to make sure everyone can make some progress with them. In setting this up 
we have been very mindful of pressures at home, in terms of time and access to ICT equipment, as well as general 
stress levels. Please support us in reassuring students to simply do their best and treat it as routine; bear with us as 
we take cautious steps in this new world of remote learning. 

Some parents and carers have contacted us about live video classes and other forms of more interactive learning. 
While we see the clear advantages of this, not least in terms of wellbeing, we are also aware of some real pitfalls 
around live online lessons. These include access to ICT equipment at home at the right time and issues around 
safeguarding and security. We continue to work with colleagues to identify good and safe practices to enhance 
learning. 

I’d like to pass on some key messages and pieces of information from a number of sources, which I hope will be 
useful to you. Some are embedded here and others are attachments to this letter. I hope some of these are 
helpful to you: 

• Useful resource enabling families to discuss online safety:  https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-
tools/home-activity-worksheets/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-
TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-
64814073 

• Reassurance from the NHS about continued availability of emergency services: 
Parents, carers and others looking after children across Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire are 
being advised not to let worries about coronavirus delay them from seeking medical help. Health leaders are 
offering reassurance that while services remain extremely busy, parents should not think twice about using 
urgent and emergency healthcare services when their child becomes ill or has a serious accident.  
 
The advice is also extended to adults – particularly those who are elderly – who may be in need of urgent medical 
attention. Gill May, Director of Nursing and Quality, Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire 
Clinical Commissioning Group, said: “The current advice to stay at home is massively important and something 
we all need to be following, but we want to be clear that no parent should put off seeking help for their little one 
if they need urgent care. “Although we are all spending more time indoors, accidents still happen and children 
still become ill – just as they did before the coronavirus outbreak. “Children usually bounce back from minor 
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illness and minor injuries quickly, but for those times when it could be something more serious, please act quickly 
– as you usually would – to avoid the situation worsening.”  
The Great Western Hospital in Swindon, the Royal United Hospital in Bath and Salisbury District Hospital each 
have a round-the-clock Emergency Department, all of which remain open as usual for the most serious health 
concerns, such as broken bones, heavy bleeding and loss of consciousness. 

• A PDF about the Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub, which covers how to get help for a range of issues including health, 
prescriptions, housing, etc. - ATTACHED 

• A letter from Wiltshire Council with some important and useful advice about social media - ATTACHED 
• A letter from Wiltshire Police about young people’s use of social media and how to stay safe and avoid illegal 

activity – ATTACHED 
• The NSPCC has created a number of resources to support parents and carers during this difficult time. Topics 

include: 
• ·       Talking to a child worried about coronavirus 
• ·       Parents working from home 
• ·       Children staying home alone 
• ·       Lockdown and separated parents 
• ·       How to cope with tantrums and other difficult behaviour 

The advice can be found on the NSPCC website here: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-
safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/ 

• Links to some really useful films about mental health in the current crisis, produced by young people for young 
people. These have arisen from the Boys in Mind, Girls Mind Too project which St Laurence has been part of: 
Children and young people between the ages of 3 and 21 have been involved to date and have made films of 
around 1 to 2 minutes illustrating the range of activities they’ve been involved in and giving support, advice and 
tips to their peers and parents/carers: 
https://boysinmind.co.uk/getting-through-this-together/  
https://www.facebook.com/pg/boysinmind/videos 

Finally, I would like to share this term’s Sending Prayer, which we had planned to use in daily Collective Worship in 
school. The themes and prayers were decided many months ago: appropriately, this term’s theme is Courage and the 
prayer is as follows: 

May God make this term a good one. 

Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making our path easy, 
But by making us sturdy and able to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from us, 
But by taking fear from our heart; 

Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping our faces bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making our life always pleasant, 
But by showing us people and causes that need us most, 
and by making us anxious to be there to help. 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to us all for the day ahead. 

(Prayer from unknown author, adapted by Debra Mooney) 

I will write again next week. Meanwhile, please stay well and safe. 

With very best wishes 

Fergus Stewart 
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Headteacher 


