
 

Friday 27th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Weekly update from St Laurence School 

We hope you are managing to stay safe and well. I am aware that this will have been a very challenging 
week for you and your families. We will aim to send a weekly letter to you throughout this closure period, 
during term time, and these letters will also be available on our school website. 
 
The most important thing to emphasise is the need for all of us to follow the government instructions 
about staying at home and social distancing, in order to save lives. I appreciate the very real problems 
this raises for family life; however it is essential that your child stays at home and doesn’t go out mixing 
with others, placing themselves and you at risk. 
 
While school is closed to most, we are open every day for children of key workers who have no other 
means of childcare and for vulnerable students. We anticipate that this will remain the case throughout the 
Easter holidays and I am deeply grateful to our staff for their dedication in maintaining this provision. We 
are also maintaining contact with many parents whom we have been particularly supporting. However, if 
any of you would like specific advice about the challenges you may be experiencing, please contact your 
child’s Head of House or Assistant Head of House in the first instance; they will then be able to direct you to 
the most appropriate member of staff. Please do bear with us though, as our resources are stretched. 
 
Here are some specific points: 

• It’s important to state that we are not expecting parents to “home school” their children, despite 
various media articles about what people around the country claim to be doing. Teachers have 
provided a range of tasks on Class Charts which we would like your child to work through and all we ask 
is your support for them to do what they can. Please refer to the guides issued at the start of the week 
(via Parent Mail and on Class Charts). 

• On this point, please reassure your child that we are not judging them for not getting everything done – 
this is new to all of us and we do realise that some students will feel overwhelmed and feel they are 
getting behind. Please encourage them to have a daily routine, with breaks and exercise, to keep a 
record of what they do but NOT to get anxious about what they don’t manage to do. As time goes on, 
we will be refining our approach as we find examples of good practice from around the world. The 
priority now for families is simply to get used to a rhythm of working and being at home. 

• We know that year 13 and 11 students are waiting to find out how their grades will be decided. Despite 
various theories that are floating around, all we know for certain is that we will be asked at some stage 
to submit estimated grades to the exam boards. The method of us deciding those grades has not yet 
been published. When we have clarity, we will follow the guidelines and update you about what we are 
doing. It’s important for students not to believe rumours and “fake news”, which just add to anxiety. 

• We have summarised some useful links about ways to promote your family’s wellbeing and also about 
online safety – please see the bottom of this letter (as well as the Student Health and Wellbeing page 
on our website). 



 

• Older students may well be keen to get involved in community service and volunteering in this crisis. 
This is really great – our strong advice is to be part of an organised scheme, such as those running in 
Bradford on Avon via the following link. This way you can be assured that full health and safety 
precautions are being followed.https://bradfordonavontowncouncil.gov.uk/covid-19-community-
volunteer-sign-up/    
 

Once again, I would like to thank you for your support. I have passed on the messages of appreciation that 
many of you have been kind enough to send in, which have been very moving and encouraging. Please look 
after yourselves and stay connected. 
 
With very best wishes 

Yours faithfully 

  
Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 

 

https://bradfordonavontowncouncil.gov.uk/covid-19-community-volunteer-sign-up/
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Our students will be using technology to learn remotely for the foreseeable future.  Please see the below 
resources for advice and information on how you as parents / carers can best keep them safe online: 
  
  

 

Additional sources of safeguarding information about online learning: 

  

·       Internet Matters – set up to empower parents and carers to keep children safe in the digital 
world. Their support for parents includes downloadable guides covering subjects such as 
vlogging and livestreaming, online gaming and cyberbullying. 

·       NSPCC - includes a range of resources to help parents keep children safe when they're using 
the internet, social networks, apps, games and more. 

·       Parent Info - from CEOP and Parent Zone, Parent Info is a website for parents covering all of 
the issues amplified by the internet. This website provides expert information across a range of 
online harms. 

·       Parent Zone - offers a range of resources for families to help them meet the challenges of the 
digital age, including parent guides on the latest digital trends and platforms. 

  
 

 

 


