
 

 

Frequently asked questions (FAQs) 

Please email me if you have any transition questions you would like me to answer on 
this page. 

Will I get lost? 
No, you won’t get lost. Everyone feels nervous when they join a new setting (new job, 
new community etc) but you will soon become familiar with your new surroundings. 
Your Learning Group will be following the same timetable, so you will all be walking in 
the same direction. If you do feel you are lost or feel unsure, you can ask other 
students nearby or ask at reception. 

 

I am worried I won’t be able to read/understand my timetable? 
In June, I will attach a transition booklet to this page. In the booklet, I will remind you 
about the timings of the school day, the equipment you will need to bring to school 
every day, school uniform and PE/Dance kit and a sample of a timetable (this will not 
be your timetable). You can practice reading this timetable. If you have a brother or 
sister at St Laurence, they will be able to explain how the timetable works, if not, 
please don’t worry, there will be plenty of time for this. 

When you meet your tutor in September, they will give you your timetable and they 
will ensure you know how to read it and where to go for your lessons. 

Once you have joined us, if you are still unsure about the timetable, just ask! 

 

How much homework will I get? 
As I mentioned on the video, we will only set Year 7 homework in English, Maths, 
Science and languages vocabulary in Term 1. We will be using Term 1 to make sure 
you have a good routine with the organisation of your work. This will include using 
Class charts, having a routine at home, meeting deadlines and working to your ability. 
We will increase the homework to include other subjects in Term 2 and onwards. 

 

What if I can’t complete the homework or I do not understand it? 
When the homework appears on Class charts, have a look at it, to ensure you 
understand the task. If you don’t, slowly read the task again and look at any 
attachments or links that have been provided to help you. You could ask an adult at 
home for guidance or a friend. By looking at the task straight away will allow you the 
time to do this and if you are still stuck, ask the teacher in advance of the homework 
deadline. You could do this in person or via email. 

 



 

 

How is a Learning Group (LG) different to a Tutor Group (TG)? 
Your Learning Group (LG) is the group you attend your lessons with. Your learning 
group will be mixed gender and ability. You will spend all day with this group, except 
for tutor time and break/lunch times (if you choose). 

A Tutor Group (TG) is the group you are with every day between 9.35 – 10.05am. You 
will see your tutor every day. Your tutor group will be mixed gender, age (Years 7-13) 
and ability.  

 

What happens if I am late to a lesson? 
For the first couple of weeks you will be getting used to lots of change and you may 
make a few mistakes, especially when reading your timetable. We understand this, as 
we have all been there! 

However, punctuality to school and lessons is extremely important. It is a life skill and 
demonstrates qualities of organisation and respect. We do monitor punctuality and 
attendance, therefore, try your best to adjust and ask for help if you are having 
difficulties. After a few weeks, you will have it mastered. 

 

I am worried I won’t make friends 
Some of us adjust to change quicker than others – that is perfectly normal. We are all 
moving from primary to secondary school with different experiences and friendship 
groups. A lot of our intake will be joining us on their own or maybe only knowing a few 
other people – again this is normal. Moving on physically and emotionally, from your 
primary school setting, to us at secondary school, may take many weeks and it will 
take time for you to settle into your new routines at home, with new staff and friends. 
However, you are never alone. Mrs Maguire and I work very closely with members of 
staff, especially your tutor, Head of House and Assistant Head of House to help and 
support you through this change. We also ask your parents to keep in touch with us 
and to build relationships with us, as the change can be difficult and unknown to us 
all! 

 

I’m worried I may not be able to complete all the work in lessons? 
Mrs Maguire and I have been gathering lots of information from your Year 6 teachers. 
We are aware of everyone’s abilities and the lessons will be differentiated to meet all 
student’s needs. If you are concerned about the level of the work in a specific 
subject(s) you can have a chat to your teacher, tutor or you can find me. 

 

 



 

 

 

When will I know which Learning Group (LG) I am in? 
Normally, you would find out your LG on Induction Day (1) – Thursday 25th June. At this 
moment in time, I am still hoping this will be the case for you, this year. 

If it doesn’t work out that way, I will inform you, how I intend to let you know your LG, 
via this page. 

 

When will I know which house I am in? 
Again, you would usually find out your House and TG on Induction day (1). So, same 
answer as above. If you have a brother or sister at St Laurence, you will be in the same 
House but not the same TG as them. 

 

When can we buy my uniform? 
You will need to know your ‘House’ before your parents/carers can buy your uniform. 
On the Parents/Carers information evening planned for Thursday 25th June, we will 
have second hand uniform and samples (for sizing) on show. The school uniform and 
PE/Dance kit needs to be ordered online from Price and Buckland. 

If the Parents/Carers information evening does not take place, due to Covid-19, I will 
send further information out, to parents/carers, which we would have provided during 
that evening.  

 


