
 

15th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This is our weekly update letter. Please remember that there are useful links on our website covering both 
wellbeing and learning during this period. I am very aware of the ongoing pressures being faced by families 
and I would like to thank you once again for your support and patience. 

Wider opening: 
This week we have received messages and information from the government about expectations for some 
face to face provision after half term for students who will be in exam years next year – i.e. students who 
are currently in years 10 and 12. The information and guidance so far has, in our view, been less than 
satisfactory and we are still waiting for specific guidance from the DFE about the re-opening of secondary 
schools. It is our understanding that this will be published in the near future.  Nevertheless, I am working 
hard with my senior leadership team, staff and Governors, and in consultation with other schools and the 
local authority, to chart a safe way ahead.  

As I have stated before, our paramount consideration is the health and safety of students and staff; we are 
carrying out detailed risk assessments and are still in the process of making decisions based on these and 
on further clarification. The government has stated that “the first phase of wider opening of educational 
settings from 1 June 2020 is dependent on the most up to date assessment of the risk posed by the virus.”  
Any extended provision for year 10 and 12 students will not begin on 1st June since more consultation and 
planning time is required; the earliest we might be in a position to commence a programme would be 8th 
June. Whilst I would love to be able to publish a detailed schedule to you, I am not yet in a position to do 
this. I can assure you that we will give good notice of any changes but I understand that this will be 
frustrating, since we all want some clarity. However I am sure you will appreciate that we must take a 
cautious, safe and step-by step approach as we consider first steps back to some kind of normality, which is 
what we all dearly want for our young people. The main learning programme will, in any case, continue to 
be delivered via the home learning which staff are providing. 

I would also like to acknowledge that, for those of you with children in key stage 3, the prospect of no 
return to school before September is both disappointing and daunting. We will continue to develop our 
remote learning provision, supported by the tireless work of our pastoral and additional needs staff to 
support you and your children.  

Keeping in touch: 
In these uncertain times, we recognise the importance of maintaining contact with our community and 
have been doing this in a variety of ways, including my weekly letter to you, our communications with 
students via email and ClassCharts entries as well as some more direct communication by phone. Heads of 
House and Assistant Heads of House have now made contact with all of our Y7 and Y8 families and are in 
the midst of their calls to Y9 parents/carers and students. We have really valued your feedback and have 
used that to inform the way that we are developing our provision during closure. In addition, Heads of 
House, Assistant Heads of House and tutors are currently in the process of making short videos to their 
relevant House or tutor group to let them know that we are all thinking of them, to share some personal 
experiences and to invite students to share what they have been doing: whether that be learning Spanish, 
creating art work or completing week long Risk and Monopoly games or something completely different. 



 

Please remember that we are here to support you so do make contact if you have any worries, concerns or 
want to share some good news and stories of success. The contact details for your Head of House, who is 
your first point of contact at this time, can be easily found on the school website.  

Collective Worship: 
I have attached our weekly Collective Worship slides, which have also been sent to students via Class 
Charts. I would encourage you to take 5 minutes to look at these and also to send in your examples of care 
in our community to Mr Watkin, so we can keep our celebration board updated. We’re aware that we are 
using the previous week’s assembly from Oak Academy, due to timings. 

Half term: 
School will be closed on Monday 25th May, the Bank Holiday. We will be open for the remaining days that 
week for our usual provision for students in the appropriate categories, provided there is sufficient need. 
 

Cycling link: 
Here is an excellent page from British Cycling that we would like to share with the St. Laurence School 
community. It covers everything from family cycling, how to find local routes, staying safe, maintenance 
etc. 
 https://www.letsridelocal.co.uk/?utm_campaign=1396864_Membership%20Inside%20Track%2004%2F05
%2F20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=British%20Cycling%20V2&dm_i=480K,TXTS,52BTNG,3MV06,1 
 
Child employment permits: 
I am passing this on from the local authority. In doing so I am definitely not suggesting our students should 
be out there working but I know some may be thinking of doing so. Please be aware of the process that 
must be followed to ensure their safety and wellbeing. 
Businesses who employ young people in school year 11 or under must apply for a special dispensation to do 
so. The council, along with a number of other local authorities, suspended child employment permits during 
COVID 19. 
Employers and the child's parents can request an exemption to this but they must prove how they will 
ensure safety standards during COVID-19 by completing short forms from the council website. Any 
employer, whether they applied for a child employment permit previously or not needs to send in the 
evidence. More detail is available here: 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/articles/employers-must-apply-for-a-permit-if-employing-children-in-
year-11-or-under 
 
With many thanks for your continued patience and understanding, as well as your hard work as parents 
and carers in these very difficult times. 

Kind regards and best wishes 

  
Fergus Stewart 
Headteacher 


