
 

12 October 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

 

As you may know, pupils at St. Laurence School take part in a German Exchange with Norden, which is 

the twin town of Bradford on Avon.  It is situated near the north German coast not far from the Dutch 

border.  We are linked with the town’s Ulrichsgymnasium secondary school where all pupils study English 

as their first foreign language and the visit represents a valuable linguistic, educational, social and cultural 

experience. 
 

Those St Laurence students interested will be going to Germany and receiving a German student during 

school time and will have experience of the education system in Germany, as well as visits to places of 

interest around the area.  Your child will stay with a German pupil for 9 days in July and host him or her in 

March.  Exchanges are made between pupils of the same gender and are organised only on a two-way 

basis.  Dates for next year are as follows:  

  

23rd – 30th April 2020                         German group in Bradford on Avon 

6th – 14th July 2020            St. Laurence group in Norden 

 

The cost of the exchange is likely to be in the region of £275 (based on 35 pupils taking part, if the 

maximum number of 40 is taken the price will be lower).  The price includes coach travel, insurance and 

the cost of visits.   I am being cautious with the price given the uncertainty over exchange rates between 

sterling and the Euro at this stage.  This is an excellent opportunity to give your child an insight into the life 

and culture of another country, while at the same time helping with her/his studies in German.  The visit is 

open to pupils who study German. 

I do need to draw to your attention to one significant aspect of hosting a German child.  The 

government’s current KCSiE regulations mean that all people living within the household of UK host 

families will be required to undergo a DBS clearance to host.  This will require a DBS enhanced certificate 

with barred list information and will be free of charge.  You will not be able to host a German child until 

this has been completed and the school has seen the relevant paperwork. 

I must also mention that the same arrangement is not in place in Germany and I would like to be upfront 

about that from the outset.  The KCSiE regulations are only relevant to children in the UK.  In order to 

provide you, as St Laurence families, with some reassurance, as part of our risk assessment, Herr Grätz (the 

Headteacher at the Ulrichsgymnasium) and Silke Burlage (the trip leader) have been informed they must 

carry out their own procedures to vet families and inform us in writing of the suitability of each family that 

is taking part.  As Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for St Laurence, I will be providing training to 

the German teachers as to what is required under these regulations and they will then share this 

information with their German families so the expectations regarding hosting are the same in all family 

environments. 

Finally, I must also mention the ongoing uncertainty around Brexit and any possible implications on foreign 

travel.  We will be travelling through France, Belgium and Holland before we arrive in Germany.  In the 

unlikely event that a visa is required or additional documentation is needed to travel to/through any of 

the European countries, this cost will have to be borne by the UK families.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please keep this section handy as it has information on the next steps once you have decided your 

child wishes to take part. 

 

 Once you have returned the reply slip below, further information will be sent to your child via his/her 

school email account.  Please do encourage him/her to check for the email.  This will include: 

• A request for information about interests, hobbies, family life etc.  Eventually, the forms will need 

to be sent to Germany and the easiest/cheapest way of doing this will be for us to email the 

form directly to Silke Burlage who is coordinating the German Exchange in Norden 

• Information on how to pay a deposit of £50 towards the trip 

 

 Once the forms have been returned, we will then begin matching up students with German students 

based on suitable matches.  There will be some students, both in Germany and England, who will be 

disappointed so returning the forms and paying the deposit is not a guarantee that your child will be go 

on the trip.  In the event that a suitable match is not found, deposits will of course be refunded. 

 

 Once who is going to Germany has been finalised, I will then provide further information on: 

• The confirmed cost of the trip, together with a payment schedule 

• Information about how to apply for the DBS check 

• Details of an Information Talk for those parents whose child is taking part  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Chris Dutton      

Assistant Head and Teacher of MFL 

germanexchange@st-laurence.com  

 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

What happens next? 

 

If you are interested in your child taking part in the German Exchange 2020, then please complete the 

information below and return to Mr Dutton at St Laurence.  The best way to do this is by putting the slip 

under his office door in the ILC.  Alternatively, the form can be returned to your child’s German 
teacher.  The deadline for this is Wednesday 6 November.  

 

Name of child and form group: 

 

Name of parent/guardian: 

 

Signature of parent/guardian: 

 

Email address of parent/guardian: 

 

 By ticking this box, you consent to your information/your child’s information being shared with the 
German school, German family and relevant organisations connected with the travel/planning of the 

trip.  This is to comply with GDPR 2018. 
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