
 

Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch-up Premium – September 2019 

 

The Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch-up Premium is allocated to schools to support all 

Year 7 students who did not achieve the expected standard in literacy (reading) and/or 

numeracy (maths) at the end of Year 6.  

The expected standard is defined as a Key Stage 2 SATs scaled score of 100 in each subject 

area.  

 

Amount of the funding 

Our indicative funding for the current academic year (2019-20) has not been released yet 

(expected Spring 2020). However, we will use this funding as we did in 2018-19, outlined 

below. In 2018-19, the funding amounted to £12,536. In 2018-19, it was £12,375.  

 

Use of the funding 

This grant has existed for six years and St Laurence School has used this grant in a number of 

ways including:  

 The employment of specialist in English and maths to support catch-up students 

during their lesson time;  

 Additional curriculum time being provided in English and Maths to all Y7’s;  
 Use of question-level analysis in reading and/or mathematics to identify key strands 

where students have under-achieved;   

 Purchasing of additional literacy and numeracy resources to support learners;  

 Additional individual or small group sessions in literacy and numeracy, involving 

withdrawal from other subjects  

 

For 2018-19, the additional sessions involved the following:  

Literacy  

All our Year 7s receive a discrete Literacy lesson once a fortnight for one hour. They work with 

English teachers on a variety of literacy reading and writing skills – it is cross-curricular. We 

look very closely at these classes and withdraw students to work in smaller groups (of no 

more than 10 students). These lessons run alongside their English Literacy Extra lessons.  

Students work in small groups with an English teacher on reading and writing skills. The aim of 

these sessions is firstly, to assist students in their writing and reading skills and secondly, build 

confidence. Students consider the explicit and implicit meanings within texts by completing 

a range of activities designed to support them to develop active reading skills. We revise and 

build upon key skills in reading comprehension and interpreting inferred meanings. Students 

practise selecting relevant quotations to support interpretations of texts and employing 

inference phrases to explore inferred meanings of texts. Students also work on a range of 



 

spelling strategies; writing skills and accuracy. The lessons are planned specifically for these 

small classes by an English specialist.  

Criteria for intervention selection:  

 Primary school data; 

 CATs tests at secondary;  

 Teacher (Year 7 English teachers) recommendation.  

Reading and Spelling Challenge  

The Reading and Spelling Challenge is an intervention that is led by Year 12 Literacy Leaders 

guided by the Whole School Literacy Coordinator. This intervention operates during tutorial 

once a week for selected students. Students will work on a one-to-one basis with a Year 10 

mentor. They will work on a number of spelling strategies with the view to helping with spelling 

and/or read a variety of texts. This is to promote reading for pleasure and understanding. 

Students are selected by English teacher recommendation and Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 

data. Up to sixty Year 7 students are selected for this intervention.  

 

Numeracy 

Initially, we assess students’ individual needs to identify gaps or reasons for their prior 
attainment being below expectation. This is because it may be through numeracy weakness, 

poor attendance, working memory, confidence, comprehension of questions, or exam 

anxiety. This is achieved through a Y7 baseline test. Those identified as having weaker 

numeracy skills then follow a course called Passport Maths. This course is computer based 

and is delivered twice a week during Terms 2 - 6. There are experienced staff on hand to 

support the students during these sessions.  The aim of this course is to allow students to 

consolidate their mathematical skills and increase confidence in the subject, allowing them 

to access the mathematical curriculum more efficiently.  

 

Impact of the funding  

The impact of this intervention is closely monitored throughout the year:  

 Students’ progress in this target group is reviewed regularly by the intervention 

teacher and the class teacher;  

 The Year 7 Catch-up Premium is overseen by the Assistant Headteacher with 

responsibility for disadvantaged students and also the Assistant Headteacher with 

responsibility for curriculum. It is monitored by the Director of KS3 and the individual 

leads from the English and Mathematics departments;  

 Students of concern receive further targeted support, as required;  

 Because of these well-planned and targeted interventions and continued excellent 

teaching and learning, we are confident that the funding has made a significant 

difference to the attainment of the students who benefit from the funding as 

evidenced by the improvement in results at GCSE (79% of students achieved Level 4 

in English and Maths) in summer 2019. 



 

 

 


