
 

5th November 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome back to term 2 – I hope your family had an enjoyable half term. 

I am writing to invite you to become part of our new Donations Project, which is aimed at raising 

funds to support large-scale projects within the school.  The first project will be the fitting out of 

classrooms / laboratories in a new science extension we have planned for September 2019.  The 

planning application can be seen on the Wiltshire Council website 18/05414/FUL.  The capital 

funding for this exciting building project has been made available as a result of “section 106” funds 
levied from the building developments in the town. The additional accommodation this will provide 

is a recognition of the expansion in student numbers which we are experiencing.  However the 

money will not cover all the furnishing, fittings and equipment we will need for the laboratories in 

the extension – we anticipate a shortfall of around £60,000.  So I am asking for your help with this. 

The reason I need to ask for your help is that, like most schools across the country, we are facing 

severe financial pressures. I have written to you about this previously and have very much 

appreciated your supportive response, not least in pressing politicians for change.  Despite a small 

improvement in national funding arrangements, our overall funding remains inadequate if we want 

to maintain the standard of education our young people deserve, in the face of ever-increasing 

costs.  We now face unprecedented circumstances that mean we have to raise additional funds 

ourselves just to meet our essential costs, let alone new projects.  We are seeking to do this in a 

number of key ways, including boosting our income through increased levels of lettings and so on. 

Parents’ donations through the SLSA have allowed us to boost curriculum funds and we will continue 

to value these grants very highly.  Now, with the increasing pressure on our budget, we are 

introducing our new Donations Project to ensure that we can carry through the exciting Science 

extension project to completion.  Would you consider making a voluntary contribution to our 

Donations project, to enable us to continue to provide the fully-rounded education that your child 

deserves?  

If you wish to contribute to the Donations Project, you could set up a standing order of, say, £15 a 

month, or a single donation of £180 for the whole year.  We do understand that for some parents, 

this is difficult to afford, and we would be grateful for any amount you can give.  Others of you may 

choose to donate more.  If you use a standing order and ‘Gift Aid’ your donation (see attached Gift 
Aid declaration), the School may receive an extra 25p for every £1 you give. 

If we raise more money than we need for the Science project this year, we will let you know and 

propose a second project for the remainder of the year.  You will be able to stop your donations at 

that point or continue to support the next project.  Unless and until the school funding situation 

significantly improves, I anticipate writing to you with a new, priority project each year, which I hope 

you will want to support. 

http://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdDetails.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&TYPE=PL/PlanningPK.xml&PARAM0=888890&XSLT=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLDetails.xslt&FT=Planning%20Application%20Details&PUBLIC=&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&DAURI=PLANNING


 

Donations can be made in a number of different ways: 

1. Standing Order: please complete the attached form and forward it to your bank.  Your own 

online banking app may allow you to do this online.   

    Bank Details: Sort code 30-98-75 Account Code 35460268 Ref: Donations Project  

2. Cheque, payable to St Laurence School. Please mark as donation to Donations Project and return 

to the Finance Department. 

 

3. Parent Pay: Login through your parent pay account and use the Item Project Donations.  Never 

had a login, please contact Finance@st-laurence.com for a login. 

I am very grateful to you for all the support you already give to the school and hope many of you will 

feel able to support this project to enhance the learning of your child and of the other students at St 

Laurence.  I fully understand that some of you will not be able to donate or may not be happy about 

this request and I fully respect your point of view. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 

mailto:Finance@st-laurence.com

