
 

 

February 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I am writing to update you about the St Laurence School budget situation.  You will have seen a lot in the press 

and in the media over the last few weeks and months, both locally and nationally.  I am very grateful to the 

parents who have contacted me, following my recent article in Connect, to enquire about how to show support 

for the school in this difficult situation.  

Our main source of income as an academy is expected to remain more or less level over the next 3 years. At the 

same time our costs, as is the case for all schools, will rise by at least 5 - 8%.  This increase is due to a number of 

factors, including increases in employer pension and national insurance contributions; ost of li i g  salary 

increments which have been unfunded by government for a number of years; the introduction of the 

apprenticeship levy; a reduction in per student funding for sixth form. 

 

In December the Department for Education published its proposed adjustments to school funding under the 

National Funding Formula (NFF).  Wiltshire has historically been one of the lowest funded areas. Unfortunately, 

because of the factors which have been used in the formula, St Laurence is set to gain only a 0.7% increase, 

amounting to about £32000 per year, starting in 2019-20.  The DfE’s o  S hool Perfor a e Ta les ide tif  
s hools that are si ilar  to St Laure e i  ter s of stude ts’ prior attai e t a d I ha e sho  elo  so e 
e a ples of these si ilar  s hools of si ilar size, si ilar proportio  of stude ts re ei i g free s hool eals a d 
similar exam results.  You will see that location still seems to count against us (although Wiltshire is certainly not 

the only area to be suffering, as the full proposals show): 

School Local Authority Current baseline 

income per student £ 

Proposed NFF increase % Proposed NFF increase 

£ 

St Laurence Wilts 3672 0.7% 32k 

Edgbarrow  Bracknell  3515 5.5% 136k 

Hanley Castle  Worcs 3674 1.7% 62k 

Swanmore  Hampshire 4537 2.6% 141k 

 

There are two problems around school funding, which have come to a head: 

1. The basic level of funding to all schools is inadequate to cover costs – the ake  is ’t ig e ough for s hools to 
provide the level of education our children deserve. 

2. The distribution of funding between schools – how the cake is sliced – is still unfair. 

The government rightly urges schools to pursue efficiencies and we regularly benchmark our spending to ensure 

that we run as tight a ship as possible.  However, because of the declining budget situation, we will have to make 

some significant cutbacks over the next 3 years.  We are not in as difficult a position as some schools and will 

continue to promote high quality academic and pastoral provision for our students. Nevertheless there will be 

changes as we review our course provision, range of opportunities and resources.  I would ask for your 

understanding as we make some difficult decisions but would also urge you to write to your local MP to express 

your concerns.  Mi helle Do ela , the MP for the s hool’s o stitue , has ee  supporti e i  setti g up a 
recent meeting with the Schools Minister and would be interested in hearing your views. 
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Contact details:  

Michelle Donelan, MP for Bradford on Avon, Chippenham, Corsham & Melksham:  61 New Road, 

Chippenham, SN15 1ES, e: michelle.donelan.mp@parliament.uk 

Dr Andrew Murrison, MP for South West Wiltshire: Suite 1, Holloway House, Epsom Square, White 

Horse Business Park, Trowbridge BA14 0XG, e: andrew.murrison.mp@parliament.uk 

 

Meanwhile my colleagues and I remain fully committed to providing the very best education we can for all 

our students and in this we value your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Fergus Stewart 

Headteacher 
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