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Session Aims

 To provide an overview of our assessment and reporting 
system at KS3.

 To outline the progress information points for parents 
and carers of Year 7 students during the academic year.

 To illustrate where further information can be found on 
the school website. 



Context

 From September 2014, there has been significant change 
nationally to the curriculum and assessment systems at 
all key stages.

 A key assessment change for KS3 has been the removal of 
national curriculum levels – these have not been replaced 
and schools have had freedom to develop their own 
assessment systems.



Where to find information about the 
KS3 curriculum and assessment system

Click on the school life tab to reveal 

the drop down menu – select KS3





An example of a curriculum map



Understanding the assessment system

Each faculty has identified the Key Learning 

Concepts for their subject area.

These are key aspects of skills or knowledge 
which can unlock understanding in the subject 
and enable students to make greater progress. 



Understanding the assessment system

 Each Key Learning Concept has been mapped onto an 
assessment grid which then lies at the heart of 
assessment practice in subject areas, informing 
planning and teaching as well as marking, assessment 
and feedback. 

 We first introduced this assessment framework for our 
Year 7s in September 2014. 

 The Key Learning Concepts assessment grids are all 
collated in an assessment booklet which can be found 
on the school website.



Key Learning Concept Assessment Grid – English 



Progress Expectations

 Any assessment system must have built into it the 
mechanisms to set expectations for, and measure the 
progress of, the students in our care. 

 As parents and carers, you want to know whether your 
child is making the progress that we would expect 
based on their starting points in year 7.



Progress Expectations

 We use both the Cognitive Ability Tests (CATS) data, from testing 
that we carry out in the autumn term of Year 7, and the KS2 SATs 
results to set challenging expectations of progress for our 
students at KS3.

 We use this information to identify a starting point for each 
student so that we can map a flight path for them through KS3 
based on a challenging destination in Y11.

Starting Group

EOY7

Position on KLC Grid

EOY8

Position on KLC Grid

EOY9

Position on KLC Grid

GCSE Indicator 

Grades (Range)

Old New

VHS Very High Starter Secure Confident Exceptional A*- A                (9-7)

HS High Starter Consolidate Secure Confident A – B                (7-5)

MS Mid Starter Establish Consolidate Secure B – D                (6-3)

LS Low Starter Acquire Establish Consolidate D – F                (3-1)



Progress Expectations

 The starting point is specific to each child but is holistic, 
indicating potential for attainment across all subjects at 
the end of Year 11 –it is a starting point on a journey 
and not a predetermined destination.  

 These indicators are NOT predictions. So much depends 
on the way in which individuals approach their learning 
which is why we monitor their Learning Profile.



Learning Profile KS3-KS5

Prepared for Learning

Students are organised and take responsibility:

they bring the correct equipment, including the planner and home learning; 
they understand and use their own targets to inform their future work 

Students are punctual; they have the ‘right tools’ for the work they have to 
complete in their individual lessons. Students use the planner and other 
documentation to record targets; these are referred to and reflected on 
regularly in order to improve work. Students complete home learning to a 
good standard with purpose and pride; it is handed in on time. Students 
catch up on work they have missed through absence.



Learning Profile KS3-KS5

Attitude to Learning

Students are determined and exercise self-control:

they take pride in achieving the best they can; they work hard to solve 
problems and overcome difficulties

Students contribute to the learning in the lesson by listening carefully, 
modelling appropriate behaviour for learning and supporting others. Students 
are not afraid to make mistakes. They demonstrate persistence and 
resilience, and value the mastering of skills. Students present work to the 
best of their ability.



Learning Profile KS3-KS5

Engaged in Learning

Students are independent and show interest:

they participate positively in a variety of ways and demonstrate curiosity

Students actively seek to extend their knowledge, skills and understanding,
and show that they derive pleasure from this. Students demonstrate that 
they see the relationships between different subjects; they enjoy finding 
out about viewpoints other than their own. Through their thoughtful 
contributions, including offering opinions and asking questions, students 
enhance learning; they try to reflect on why or how learning takes place.



Key Points of Contact

What? When?

Phone call from Tutor September 2016

Tutor Review Evening November 2016

Interim Report November 2016

Progress Expectations January 2017

Subject Evening March 2017

Full Report July 2017

Y8 Start of Year Report September 2017



Example of an Interim Report (November)

An overall judgement 

about behaviour for 

learning – how prepared, 

engaged and attitude 

towards learning

A specific area to 

improve if overall 

learning profile is 

not green 

Key 

information 

from the start 

of term until 

the report is 

processed



Example of Progress Expectations Report (January)

Results of CATs tests 

and KS2 data

Identified starting 

point and 

expectations of 

progress for KS3 

for your child

Reminder of 

expectations of 

progress journey 

for all groups 

using KLC 

assessment grids 



Example of a Full Report (July)

Indication of how 

likely student is to 

meet EOY 

expectations of 

progress

An overall judgement 

about behaviour for 

learning – how 

prepared, engaged and 

attitude towards 

learning

Subject 

teacher’s 
overall 

comment

A specific area to 

improve if overall 

learning profile is 

not green 



Example of a Start of Year 8 Report (September)

A reminder about 

expectations of 

progress for each 

year of KS3

Details of 

attainment in each 

subject area at the 

end of the previous 

year



This presentation will be uploaded to the school website 
and will be located by selecting:

School Life

KS3

Y6 Assessment and Reporting Presentation


