Parent / Carer Bulletin

Care +* Inspire . Succeed

Week Commencing Monday 13* January 2025

Headteacher’s Update

Dear Parents and Carers

Happy New Year! | hope that you and your family have had a wonderful break and that this last week has
not been too much of a culture shock.

| hope that our Year 13 students have not been too stressed this week with their mock exams. Staff will
be marking the papers and providing feedback to students in lessons to help focus them for their
summer exams. | am not trying to frighten you when | say that the first written exam is about 12 school
weeks away.

We also have our Year 11 subject evening this coming week. This is a really important opportunity to
meet the subject teachers and get some specific guidance on what they need to do. If there are any
issues, please do contact the school.

Mr Farrer
WEEK A CALENDAR - TERM 3
Monday 13 January e Y13 Mock Practical Exams Begin
Tuesday 14" January e Y8 HPV Vaccinations Day
Wednesday 15" January e Y13 Drama Mock Exam
Thursday 16" January e Y10 Reports Issued
e Y13 PE Mock EAPI
e Y13 Mock MFL Exam
e Y11 Subject Evening (Online)
Friday 17*" January e 6™ Form Bouldering Trip
WEEK B
Monday 20% January .
Tuesday 21% January e Y13 Graphics Exam 8:35am — 3:00pm
Wednesday 22" January e Y13 Practical Exams End
Thursday 23™ January e Y9 Options Evening 4:30pm — 7:00pm
Friday 24 January e Y13 Photography Exam 8:35am — 3:00pm
e 6" Form Bouldering Trip

In this week’s bulletin:

e HPV Information — action required

Timetable for Y12 Criminology Exam

e Recommended Reading Lists for the English Department

.... And lots more!

House Points — which House has taken the lead this week?

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501




From: School Aged Immunisation Team

An email has been sent to parents/carers to request them to consent/decline the Year 8 HPV (Human
Papillomavirus) vaccination. This will take place in Trinity Hall on Tuesday 14" January 2025 and students
with consent will receive appointment times during tutorials on Tuesday morning. A “mop up” session will
be held later this year should your child be unwell that day.

The HPV vaccine is offered to all boys and girls in Year 8 (aged 12/13 years) because the evidence is clear
that the HPV vaccine helps protect both boys and girls from HPV-related cancers. More than 280 million
doses of the HPV vaccine have been given worldwide, including 120 million doses in the US and over 10
million in the UK.

The HPV vaccine used in the NHS vaccination schedule is Gardasil 9 and protects against 9 of the types of

HPV which can cause cancer and genital warts for most people with just one dose. Full details of the

vaccination product used, including full contents can be accessed at:
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/7330/smpc#gref

To give consent for your child to receive the vaccination, or to decline, please click on the link below:
www.bswschoolagedimms.co.uk/Forms/HPV

School Code: WT137057
You can also use this link for further information about the vaccination before you provide your response.

If you have any difficulties completing the consent, please contact our Immunisation Team for support:
Phone: 0300 247 0082
Email: vcl.immunisations@nhs.net

Please respond as soon as possible to accept or decline the vaccination. Where no response is received, all
young people will be offered the opportunity to discuss the vaccination and self-consent if appropriate.

Once completed you will receive an automated email with a reference number as confirmation. Please
check your junk/spam box as well as your in box and contact the team if it is not received.

Thank you, School Aged Immunisation Team

From: Careers Team

Work Experience Forms

Thank you to those Year 10 and 12 students who have returned their completed work experience forms.

The deadline date for their return is Monday 10" March.

If you have any questions or need any help please contact careers@st-laurence.com

House Points

74103 72234 75270 69697

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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COMING SOON!!

Have you noticed how much your children have shot up over the holidays! Have they outgrown their school
uniforms — or certainly will by February half term break.

HELP IS AT HAND!

St Laurence School will be holding a second hand uniform sale before the end of Term 3 — look out for the date in
next week’s Parent/Carer Bulletin. We are most grateful for donations of uniform in good, clean condition which
can be dropped off at Reception during school hours.

DO YOU KNOW...?

There is a parent run Facebook page dedicated to buying, selling or swapping uniform. Join the group at:
St Laurence Buy Sell Swap School Items / Uniform

From: English Department

The importance of reading

When we study subjects at school, we cannot learn effectively without a good understanding of the language of
those subjects. When we study Biology, we are not just studying plants and animals: we are studying language
about plants and animals.

We know that students who read widely, and read for pleasure, tend to learn more in their school subjects, and
do better in those subjects, than students who do not. Reading widely increases our knowledge about the world,
improves our vocabulary, and opens our minds to a great range of ideas about how we live.

At St Laurence, we study whole literary texts in English lessons in all years. We also make access to the ILC
available in order to choose reading books, and we try to encourage students to have a reading book on the go at
all times — whether this is the latest novel in a series that students have been reading, a biography of a sporting
hero, or a collection of short stories.

We recognise that not everyone will enjoy every book but we know that there is “a book for everyone”. As such,
we actively encourage students to discover and explore a range of books, and the ILC has lots of books with
stories that cover the whole human experience. We want to challenge our students to develop their own reading
journeys, and in doing so increase their insight, empathy and understanding of the wider world.

It’s important for students to experiment with what they read — for them not to get stuck in a rut or read books
that are too easy. The staff in the ILC have an exceptional knowledge of all kinds of books that students will enjoy!
The ILC runs competitions and events throughout the year, and these are particularly good at suggesting next
steps or new challenges for reading.

St Laurence Reads is a weekly tutorial activity where everyone in the school reads the same book and discusses it,
this helps to underline how important we think reading is at St Laurence.

Reading isn’t just something for English lessons: being a good, fluent reader helps students across school —and in
their whole life. And, aside from this, in a world that can be dominated by the consumption of fleeting digital
snippets, the feeling of getting immersed in a good book is simply one of the most calming, rewarding and
enjoyable there is.

We have produced, with help from colleagues in the ILC, the following wider reading lists that complement the
schemes of learning that years 7, 8 and 9 are respectively following at this point in the academic year. We hope
your children can enjoy some of these.

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



English Wider Reading at 5t Laurence

The Child's Elephant - Rebecca Campbell-

Johnson

The wall -william Sutcliffe
Arthur - High King of Britain — Michael The Kin - Peter Dickinson
Morpurgo . . gl \ The Explorer - Katherine Rundell
arthur - The Seeing Stone - Kevin . Running on the Roof of the World - Jess

Crossley-Holland ol > Butterworth

Here Lies Arthur — Philip Reeve = Swimming against the Storm - Jess

The Short Knife - Elen Caldecott = . Butterworth

Under a Dancing Sky - Laura Wood ey -y When Stars are Scattered - Omar Mohamed
Dragons at Crumbling Castle - Terry - : .. When Life gives you Mangoes - Kereen
Pratchett Rniad y Getten

Piaranags

The Mab - Matt Brown and Eloise Williams Bone Talk - Candy Gourlay
The Highwayman - alfred Hoyes i The Green Bicycle - Haifaa Al Mousur
The Fool's Girl - Celia Rees [ The Middle of Nowhere - Geraldine
¥oung Merlin - Tony Bradman : ¥ McCaughrean
- King arthur and His Knights of the Round ; b Firekeeper's Daughter - Angeline Bouley
- T— Table - Roger Lancelyn Green i Everyone Dies Famous in a Small Town -
] o Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock

More of a challenge 3 Kidnap in the Caribbean - Lauren 5t John Tuunpind

The @nce and Future King - TH White Rﬂﬁd
Kidnapped - Robert Louis Stevenson More of a challenge . s
Treasure Island — Bobert Louis Stevenson Noughts and Crosses - Malone_BIacklfnan o
The Eride’s Farewell - Nicola Morgan Jock of the Bushveld - ?ercy Fitzpatrick N
King of Shadows - Susan Cooper Spud - John Van De Ruit

The Call of the Wild - Jack London
Legendbom - Tracy nn The Unforgotten Coat - Frank Cottrell Boyee

The Princess and the Foal - Stacy Gregg
Echo Mountain - Lauren Wolk

English Wider Reading at St Laurence

War Horse - Michael Morpurgo
Private Peaceful - Michael Morpurgo
The Silver Sword - lan Serraillier

TRESSLCY The Machine Gunners - Robert Westall
When Postcards from Mo Man's Land - Aidan
he World

Was Ours Chambers
Goodnight Mr Tom - Michelle Magorian
Soldier Dog - Sam Angus
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas - John Boyne
Maus - Art Spiegelman
Carrie's War - Nina Bowden
| am David - Anne Holm
Code Name Verity - Elizabeth Wein
In Darkness - Nick Lake
The Skylark's War - Hilary McKay
The Swallow's Flight - Hilary McKay
When the world was ours - Liz Kessler
After the War - Tom Palmer
D-Day Dog - Tom Palmer
Orphan Monster Spy - Matt Killeen
Five Children on the Western Front - Kate
Saunders
They Called Us the Enemy - George Takei
The Red Ribbon - Lucy Adlington

Carries
WAK

LEEJI‘HHESS‘.

More of 3 challenge

All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria
Remarque

Letters from a Lost Generation - Vera Brittan
The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak

AFTER
THE WAR

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



St Laurence School

has joined the following SOCIAL MEDIA platforms to keep you informed
of some of the great work your children are doing at school.

We will post news and photos from school trips, dance and drama performances,

STEM events and lots more. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
and “like” and “share” our stories.

facebook.com/StLaurenceSch instagram.com/stlaurencesch/ twittercom/stlaurencesch

www.st-laurence.com

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



Community News

STEM Code & Careers Bootcamp

Saturday 22nd February 2025
At: University of Bath Campus
For Girlsin Yr8to Y 13.

Free Event
In this workshop you’ll:

e Learn Coding Basic: Join an interactive session
on coding skills.

e Hear from Women in STEM: Gain insights from
professionals about their careers and
experiences.

* Q&A with Students: Chat with current students
to learn about studying and thriving as a woman

in STEM.
N/ e

VTEAM %)

Learn More & Register: www.mightygirls.co.uk

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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