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        Week Commencing Monday 8th July 2024 
 

       H Headteacher’s Update 
 
 

 

 
 

 

WEEK B  

Monday 1st July •  
Tuesday 2nd July •  
Wednesday 3rd July •  

Thursday 4th July •  

Friday 5th July •  

 
WEEK A 

 
CALENDAR - TERM 6 

MONDAY 8th July 
 

•  

TUESDAY 9th July 
 

• Y5 Open morning 9.00am – 9.45am 
• Y7 Careers workshop 1pm -3pm Lecture theatre 
• ‘Charlie and the Choc’ Rehearsal/Performance 3pm – 9pm 

WEDNESDAY 10th July 
 

• Sports Day 
• Y12 Sports Day 10.05am – 11.05am 

THURSDAY 11th July 
 

• Y6 Induction Day 2 
• Y10 Photography Walk 11.40am – 12.20pm 
• ‘Charlie and the Choc’ Rehearsal/Performance 3pm – 9pm 

FRIDAY 12th July 
 

• Y7 Boys Cricket Competition Trowbridge 8.35am-3pm  
• ‘Charlie and the Choc’ Rehearsal/Performance 11.30am – 3.00pm 
• ‘Charlie and the Choc’ Rehearsal/Performance 3pm – 9pm 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Another extremely busy week with our sixth form induction where we saw a record number of 
external students attend, alongside all our own year 11s. We also had our first year 6 induction day 
on Thursday and it was lovely to welcome them to St Laurence. 
 
Next week we have Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and there are a small number of tickets 
available so if you are thinking of coming, be quick! 
 
We also have Sports day next week although the weather does not look promising, so please keep an 
eye out for any rearrangements should they be necessary. 
 
Mr Farrer 
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From Mrs Barber – Assistant Headteacher – Online Safety 
 
Snapchat Updated Safety Features 
At the end of June Snapchat updated the app with further safety features, including updates to account blocking 
functionality and enhanced friending safeguards. 

• Block new friend requests sent from bad actors who were already blocked by the user, but sent from a 
different account from the same device. 

• More frequent reminders about which friends they share their location with on Snap Maps. 
• Further pop-up warnings if users add a friend who doesn't share mutual friends or is not a part of their 

contacts. 
Further details can be found here: Snapchat introduces new safety features to limit bad actors from contacting 
users | TechCrunch 

 
Lost Property  
 
Each term, we have a large amount of lost property left at Student Reception, which often goes 
unclaimed. 
 
To help us to reunite lost property with their owners please ensure that ALL belongings have your child’s 
name in them – if we can identify an owner the item will be placed in the Tutor Tray, collected each 
morning, and returned to students during their Tutorial time. Remember to also put names in any items 
bought throughout the year. 
 
At the end of each term unclaimed belongings are disposed of and can no longer be collected. 
Please remind students that they are only allowed to look for lost property after 3:00pm each day.  
Phones and items of value are stored at the main Reception desk if they have been handed in. 
 
The last day for collection will be 17th of July between 3-4pm 
 
From: Mr Carter – Head of PE 
 
A reminder that this coming Wednesday 10th July is our sports day event where students will be competing and 
supporting the efforts of their houses. Below you will find key arrangements for the day as well as advice.  

• Uniform for the day - Whether your child is spectating or participating, they need to come to school in 
their PE kit.  

 
• Making the most of the day - We really want to encourage support for your child's house. As a result, if 

they want to paint their face before attending school they can. However, we ask that this is done in an 
appropriate manner for a school setting and shows support for their house. 

 
• With the weather being so unpredictable this summer so far, please can students attend school prepared. 

This will include suitable amounts of water, food, and sun protection (including hat).  
 

From: Mrs Baldwin 
Year 10 DofE: drop-in session and certificates 
If your child is struggling to get their assessor reports completed for the physical/skill or volunteering sections, 
please encourage them to come to the drop-in session in the ILC Middle during tutor on Wednesday 10th. 
Certificates will be awarded in October. To make sure they can collect their certificate with peers, students need 
to get all their sections signed off. Please support your child with this where possible. 
If they don't have access to edofe, please email helbal@st-laurence.com and I will reset their password. 
 

https://techcrunch.com/2024/06/25/snapchat-introduces-new-safety-features-to-limit-strangers-contacting-users/?guccounter=1
https://techcrunch.com/2024/06/25/snapchat-introduces-new-safety-features-to-limit-strangers-contacting-users/?guccounter=1
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From: Mr Chadwick – Head of English 
 
St Laurence Reads 2023-2024 
Students have been reading I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys in Tutorial during 
academic year 2023-24, a story about the revolution in Romania in 1989, which 
many parents will likely remember. 
 
We are delighted that Ruta, who is American-Lithuanian and lives in the Tennessee 
hills, has made a video especially for our students, answering some questions that 
they asked her about the events in the novel and her motivation for telling this 
story. All tutor groups will see the video in Tutorial before the end of term.  
 
Ruta is one of the best-selling and best-known young adult authors in the world, 
and we are privileged that she has made time for this in her busy schedule. Her 
enthusiasm for her work, and for children becoming readers and writers is 
infectious. 
 
Current year 10 students' final set text for their GCSE English Literature course is Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare. 
As usual, we are asking parents/carers to buy students their own copy of this set text, so that they can make it 
their own, with personal notes and annotations etc etc. 
 
In lessons, teachers will usually work out of the Oxford Schools Shakespeare 
edition of Macbeth, so you might want to buy your child the same; but there 
are many editions of the play available, and all are generally fine. As with 
previous set texts we have studied, there are 'dyslexia-friendly' editions that 
you might like to look at; these usually have more white space for notes, and 
the font size is large. 
 
You can buy the play online (new or second hand), or at Ex Libris in BoA, or at 
Waterstones in Trowbridge or Bath. You may also like to buy your child a York 
Notes GCSE revision guide for Macbeth. 
 
SOME students who are in receipt of the Pupil Premium will have their copy 
of the play and a York Notes revision guide bought for them by the school. 
Teachers will tell eligible students about this arrangement. 
 
We are asking students to bring their named individual copy of the play into school before the end of term 6, so 
that teachers can keep it safe over the summer holiday. We start studying this brilliant play in September. 
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From Mrs Nash – Head of Drama 
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  
 
Tickets are selling well for our summer production of 'Charlie' - do 
book these through parent pay to save money on 'on the door' 
prices and to prevent disappointment - last year's 'Bugsy' was a sell 
out! Performances are at 7pm on Tuesday 9th, Thursday 11th and 
Friday 12th July.  
 
Cast and crew are reminded of the whole day rehearsal on 
Saturday 6th July from 10am until 4pm.  This will be a very 
important day where the technical elements start to come together 
and last minutes changes are made so we do expect everyone 
there. Students should remember to bring plenty of food/drink and 
to wear cool, comfortable clothes if the weather looks to be hot. All 
involved will also be off timetable for dress rehearsals on Monday 
8th July and are performing to 300 primary school pupils at a Friday 
matinee!  
 
Most of the costume have been provided but we are asking 
students to provide their own footwear if possible and some parts 
have a few specific requirements.  Those involved should know 
about these so please do check that your child has what they need 
if they are involved in the show.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Restaurant Menu for Week Commencing Monday 8th July 2024 
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