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Parent / Carer Bulletin 
Care • Inspire • Succeed 

Dear Parents and Carers 
Finally, some nice weather! I hope you have an opportunity to enjoy the sun now that it has finally arrived. I wanted to 
share with you the student voice that came from the School Effectiveness Team review of St Laurence. The Local 
Authority were invited in to check many aspects of school, but mainly focused on safeguarding and the systems we 
have in place to ensure students are looked after. The following is what a random selection of students said: 
 Student voice KS3  

• All students said they feel safe and happy at school. 
• All students gave examples of safeguarding and how the school supports keeping young people safe, for 

example, PSHE and wider curriculum lessons with focus on healthy lifestyle/self-care, healthy/toxic 
relationships, peer pressure, keeping safe online, mental health, gender stereotyping, Learning Days, 
assemblies. 

• They said behaviour is generally okay with staff being consistent in challenge and following the behaviour 
policy which has recently been reviewed and revised.  

• They could describe bullying and agree it does happen sometimes within year groups not across age-
groups.  They feel supported, listened to and that situations are managed well and taken seriously.  

• The students could describe consent and sexual harassment.  They talked about child-on-child abuse briefings 
with links to anti-bullying. 

• Student voice is strong at the school, for example, tutor time, mental health club, anti-bullying club, well-being 
week.  They particularly like the House council which is led by 6th formers. 

• The students understood and could explain the visitor lanyard colour system. 
• The Year 8 pupils expressed feelings of ‘overkill’ on anti-bullying and well-being as these topics are revisited in 

many ways.  The Year 7 student welcomed the posters and support. 
Student voice KS4 

• Students could articulate the meaning of safeguarding: how people are kept safe and feel comfortable in 
school. We see it around school a lot. It’s about the protection of pupils. 

• They all have a trusted adult. ‘Staff and pupil relationships are strong here.’ 
• They said it was a safe school and happy school. It’s a well supervised site. 
• They understood the lanyard colours – blue is staff, red is other visitors needs to be accompanied – don’t see a 

green one very often. 
• They like the new behaviour system as its very clear – expectations are higher and gives a clear line of what is 

expected. 
• Minimal bullying in KS4 – If it does come to light staff deal with it well. They said they would email the stop 

bullying address after talking to the friend if they wanted that. Just talking to them can make them feel better. 
It’s easy to find a member of staff to talk to. 

• They could name the safeguarding team and the wider pastoral team. They like the vertical tutoring as it gives 
a sense of responsibility for younger tutor members and allows different connections. 

• They would like more opportunities to build those relationships. Sessions to get to know each other e.g. tutor 
competitions and working together. 

• Sexual violence and harassment – are covered in the PSHE/ safeguarding briefings as it needs to be age 
appropriate. Sexual comments have been heard – and this is dealt with severely by staff. 

• PSHE and briefings do cover consent – examples change as we get more mature. 
• Online safety is covered in PSHE – they are aware that there are lots of the new things out there. 
• They would like more time on other life preparation for them especially in year 11. 
• They liked that staff are using recent resources. E.g. knife crime documentary based. Videos make it real and 

soak in. 
• Briefings/ assemblies are regular and good. 

We don’t always get it right, but I was really pleased to see their response, especially as this was done without any St 
Laurence staff in the room with them. 
  
Also, a reminder about our invitation to the sniffer dogs this term. I want to clarify following a parental email that this is 
being done as a very explicit deterrent to anyone thinking of engaging St Laurence students with county lines or other 
drug related activity. These kinds of measures give a clear signal to all that this is not tolerated in our school. 
 
Mr Farrer 
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WEEK A            CALENDAR - TERM 6 

Monday 24th June • Y12 Chalke Valley Festival 9.05 – 4.15pm 
Tuesday 25th June • Y8 HPV vaccinations 

• Y9 MENACWY vaccinations 
• Y9 Photographs 
• Y10 Science trip 9.00am – 2.50pm 
• Y11 Prom 
• New Y12 Parent/Carer induction evening 3pm – 8pm 

Wednesday 26th 
June 

• Careers Fair 9.00am – 3.00pm 
• Y13 Prom 

Thursday 27th June •  

Friday 28th June • Rewards Event 8.00am – 4.00pm 

Saturday 29th June • Gold Duke of Edinburgh practice and expedition until 2nd July 
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Ms Barber – Assistant Headteacher – Online Safety. 
 

 
 
Could we please remind Y9 Students who took part in the Black Rock trips recently to check at Student Reception 
for any items they are missing and may have left on the trip – 
Various items have been handed over to us and we have not been able to allocate them. 

 
From: Student Reception 
We have a fair amount of lost property which we would like to reunite with their owners, it includes uniform 
alongside various items from the recent school trips. 

 
From: Mr Carter – Head of PE 
During the week of Monday 1st July, Mr Carter is hosting a collective worship around quiet heroes and 
would like to focus this around sharing sporting success with the school community. We are asking 
parents and students to email Mr Carter jascar@st-laurence.com with ideally the following: 

• Information about the sport and level the student participates in  
• A picture of them participating in the sport 

Please note, that this information will be displayed via a PowerPoint and seen by the school body in the 
collective worship presentation. Sharing this with me is consent that you would like me to include this. 
We are blessed with sporting success here at St Laurence and I am really excited about sharing this with 
the school body during my collective worship.  
 
This year’s sports day will be held on Wednesday 10th July where students will look to participate in the spirit of 
cooperation to help their house compete for the title of champions. Last year’s winners Westfield will be 
looking to retain their title but will have to work hard to do so as the other four houses are preprepared and 

mailto:jascar@st-laurence.com
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ready to go! Last week students had the opportunity through their tutor briefings to work with their house peers 
and select events. The scoring system rewards participation as well as performance and if history is anything to go 
by, the house who has the most people participating are often victorious.  
 
There are some events that are held before the day (listed below). If your daughter/son is involved in any of 
these activities, they need to come to school in their PE kit as there will be limited time to complete all the 
activities. Each house has elected a captain who will help with any students who wants to change their activity or 
sign up for more. Please send your daughter/son to their representative if they have any questions.  
 
The pre sports day events take place on the following dates: 
 
Year 7 - Thursday 27th June - Period 3-4 
Year 8 - Thursday 28th June - Period 1-2 
Year 9 - Thursday 4th July - Period 2 -3 
Year 10 - Thursday 4th July - Period 4-5 
 
The events are: 
800m 
1200m/1500m 
High Jump 
Shot put 
Javelin/vortex throw  
Discus 
Long Jump 
Triple Jump 
 
Once again, students who are doing the above events on the listed dates should come to school in their PE kit.  
 

All students should attend school in their PE kit for sports day 2024. 
  
From: Mr Blowers – Head of Sixth Form 
 
New Year 12 Induction Days – Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd July 
  
Students must confirm attendance before Friday 21st June: https://forms.office.com/r/f1w3BawBUV 
  
The format of the days is as follows: 
  
Day 1 – Monday 1st July 

• 8.20am – External (non-St Laurence students) arrive at Trinity Hall via Ashley Road entrance 
• 8.25-8.35am – St Laurence Students arrive at Trinity Hall via Ashley Road 
• 8.35 – 9.00am – Briefing led by Mr Aidan Blowers Director of 6th Form 
• 9.00 – 3.00pm – Students will attend a range of activities – Note, students should wear clothes 

that are comfortable to engage in moderately physical activities. 
(Please note that when they have a study period they will be able to use the 6th Form Centre, 
students will not be allowed off site during this time – Students will receive 1 x 20 min break and 
1 x 30 min lunch) 

• 3.00pm - Finish 
Day 2 – Tuesday 2nd July – Students will need to know their chosen subject options 

• 8.30 - All students to arrive at Trinity Hall via Ashley Road 
• 8.35 – 9.00am – Briefing led by Mr Aidan Blowers Director of 6th Form 
• 9.00 – 3.00pm – Students will attend a range timetabled lessons in chosen subjects 

(Please note that when they have a study period they will be able to use the 6th Form Centre, 
students will not be allowed off site during this time – Students will receive 1 x 20 min break and 
1 x 30 min lunch) 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/f1w3BawBUV
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Key points: 
Equipment: Students should come ready to learn. They will need all the usual resources that they would have on 
a typical school day. 
Dress Code: Students should be dressed appropriately in line with our current Dress Code which can be found 
here: 6.-6th-Form-Dress-Code.pdf (st-laurence.com) 
Lunch: Students may bring their own lunch and drink for the day or choose to purchase lunch from our school 
restaurant – please note we are a cashless school, so students will need card/phone to pay. 
  
Parents/Carers - New Year 12 Presentation – Tuesday 2nd July 6.30pm Trinity Hall 
  
We extend a warm welcome to all Parents/Carers for this event. It is our expectation that we have full attendance 
to communicate a range of key information about the St Laurence 6th Form. 
We would ask that where possible, just parents/carers attend, to maximise space and ventilation. 
The presentation is a chance for me to clarify our entry requirements to 6th Form and how this will work in the 
summer. I will outline our expectations of the school-home partnership which is critical to student success in the 
Sixth Form. It is vital that I take this chance to discuss assessment, our simple expectations and to share key 
points about the two-year journey ahead of both parents/carers and students. 
 
From: Mrs Martin – Medical Administration 
 
Catch up Immunisations on Tuesday 25 June Yrs 8,9,& 10. 
  
Catch up session for immunisations of students missed for Yr 8, 9, 10 will be held during the day on Tuesday 
25th June, In Trinity Hall. They will be for HPV, MenACWY & DtaP. There is a Yr. 10 School Trip on this day, the 
immunisation team are aware of this. If your child is due to have immunisations and are in yr. 10 and on the trip, 
please contact the immunisation team directly on 0300 247 0082 or email vcl.immunisations@nhs.net they can 
then arrange an appointment for your child in a community clinic. Thank You. 
  
Reminder of Water Bottles 
Please can you provide your child with a suitable (not glass) water container for school. There are still several 
students coming to the Medical Room as they have not drunk anything all day. As the weather is now warmer it is 
crucial to keep hydrated. 
  
There are points available/external taps around the school to refill bottles. 
  
We also do have several bottles that have been handed in and not reclaimed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://st-laurence.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/6.-6th-Form-Dress-Code.pdf
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From Mr Garty and Mr Oaten 
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From: Mr Chadwick – Head of English 

The importance of reading 

When we study subjects at school, we cannot learn effectively without a good understanding of the language of 
those subjects. When we study Biology, we are not just studying plants and animals: we are studying language 
about plants and animals. 

We know that students who read widely, and read for pleasure, tend to learn more in their school subjects, and 
do better in those subjects, than students who do not. Reading widely increases our knowledge about the world, 
improves our vocabulary, and opens our minds to a great range of ideas about how we live. In short, reading 
widely makes you cleverer. 

At St Laurence, we study whole literary texts in English lessons in all years. We also make access to the ILC 
available in order to choose reading books, and we try to encourage students to have a reading book on the go at 
all times – whether this is the latest novel in a series that students have been reading, a biography of a sporting 
hero, or a collection of short stories. 

At St Laurence we recognise that not everyone will enjoy every book; but we know that there is “a book for 
everyone”. As such, we actively encourage students to discover and explore a range of books, and the ILC has lots 
of books with stories that cover the whole human experience. We want to challenge our students to develop their 
own reading journeys, and in doing so increase their insight, empathy and understanding of the wider world. 

It’s important for students to experiment with what they read – for them not to get stuck in a rut, or read books 
that are too easy. The staff in the ILC have an exceptional knowledge of all kinds of books that students will enjoy! 
The ILC runs competitions and events throughout the year, and these are particularly good at suggesting next 
steps or new challenges for reading. 

St Laurence Reads is a tutorial activity once per week, where everyone in the school reads the same book and 
discusses it; this helps to underline how important we think reading is at St Laurence. 

Reading isn’t just something for English lessons: being a good, fluent reader helps students across school – and in 
their whole life. And, aside from this, in a world that can be dominated by the consumption of fleeting and 
sometimes asinine digital snippets, the feeling of getting immersed in a good book is simply one of the most 
calming, rewarding and enjoyable there is. 

We have produced, with help from colleagues in the ILC, the following wider reading lists that complement the 
schemes of learning that years 7, 8 and 9 are respectively following at this point in the academic year. We hope 
your children can enjoy some of these. 

St Laurence English department 

 
From: Ms Favali - Teacher of Psychology 
 
On Monday the 24th June (week A), St Laurence has the great honour of welcoming second-generation 
Holocaust survivor Seymour Kelly into to school to share his mother’s incredible story of survival. Organisations 
such as ‘Generation2Gereration’, work alongside survivors and their families to ensure that their testimonies 
continue to be shared, it really is great privilege to have the opportunity to hear Seymour speak. 
Seymour will be speaking to the X half of year 9 students lesson 1 in the Lecture Theatre. Students who would 
normally have PE lesson 1 on a week A need to register with their PE teachers who will then bring them over to 
the Lecture Theatre.   
Seymour will also be speaking to year 12 students during their core lesson, lesson 3 in Trinity Hall. Students will 
need to register with their core teachers and then head over to Trinity Hall. 
If there are any concerns or any reasons why you feel your child would not be able to attend, please contact Ms 
Favali via email, vanfav@st-laurence.com  so alternative arrangements can be made. 
 

mailto:vanfav@st-laurence.com
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From Mrs Nash – Head of Drama 
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  
 
Tickets are selling well for our summer production of 'Charlie' - do book these through parent pay to 
save money on 'on the door' prices and to prevent disappointment - last year's 'Bugsy' was a sell out! 
Performances are at 7pm on Tuesday 9th, Thursday 11th and Friday 12th July.  
 
Cast and crew are reminded of the whole day rehearsal on Saturday 6th July from 10am until 4pm.  This 
will be a very important day where the technical elements start to come together and last minutes 
changes are made so we do expect everyone there. Students should remember to bring plenty of 
food/drink and to wear cool, comfortable clothes if the weather looks to be hot. All involved will also be 
off timetable for dress rehearsals on Monday 8th July and are performing to 300 primary school pupils at 
a Friday matinee!  
 
Most of the costume have been provided but we are asking students to provide their own footwear if 
possible and some parts have a few specific requirements.  Those involved should know about these so 
please do check that your child has what they need if they are involved in the show.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
From: Ms James  
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From: Mrs Butterworth and Ms Favali  
 

 
 
45 Social Science students in year 12 attended a workshop led by Becky Hale, a senior researcher from UCL Centre 
for Holocaust Education. She outlined the processes involved in qualitative analysis. Students were then asked to 
analyse survivor testimonies. An informative session showing students what academic researchers do in the real 
world. 
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