Parent / Carer Bulletin

Care + Inspire . Succeed

Week Commencing Monday 2" December 2024

Headteacher’s Update

Dear Parents and Carers

Thank you for your patience with the school closure on Monday and Tuesday and | do hope that you
have not been personally affected by the flooding. It was shocking to see Bradford on the news and hear
the stories of people having to be evacuated. Year 11s have been affected as we have had to move some
of the practical mock exams. The details for when these will now happen will be circulated so you are
aware.

The closure does bring into question the growing need to become as resilient as possible to the impact
of climate change. Having such little notice of the need to close means that we are not able to set up
online lessons as we did during Covid but we will be working on developing the tasks that we set on
MCAS.

Our Carol Service is on 2" December, starting at 7:00pm in Holy Trinity. It is much earlier this year, right
at the start of Advent, and it would be lovely to see you there and celebrate the talents of our students

Mr Farrer

In this week’s bulletin:

e 6" Form Applications - extended deadline

e Updated CAT’s timetable

e Black Rock information

e Praise for Macbeth at the Shakespeare Schools Festival
e Lost property collection information

e Sports News — Results and Fixtures

e Community News — Safety advice from Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue
Service

... And lots more!



WEEK A

CALENDAR - TERM 2

Monday 2" December

e Y7 Carol Service Rehearsal & Performance
e Y11 French Speaking Mock Exam

e School Carol Service at Holy Trinity Church

Tuesday 3" December

e Y7-11 Nasal Flu Immunisations (students will be given their
appointment time during tutorial)

e Y11 French Speaking Mock Exam

e Y11 Football Practical Moderation

e Y11 Graphics Exam (rescheduled)

e Pre-audition for Summer Production (Little Shop of Horrors)

Wednesday 4" December

e Y11 Art Exam

e Yl Food Exam (rescheduled)

e Y7 Boys Rugby Waterfall Tournament
e U18 Boys County Cup

e Y12/13 Psychology Brain Dissection

Thursday 5" December

e Y11 German Mock Speaking Exam
e Y13 Mock Interviews
e Y9 Glass Workshops

Friday 6®" December

e Y11 Photography Exam

WEEK B

Monday 9*" December

e Y7-11 Nasal Flu Immunisations (students will be given
their appointment time during tutorial)
e Y7-8 Glass Workshop

Tuesday 10" December

e Y13 Criminology Q&A with Avon & Somerset Police Officer
e Y10-11 visit to Bath Dance College
e Y10 Glass Workshop

Wednesday 11" December

Thursday 12" December

e Wear a Christmas Item day
e  Christmas Fair

Friday 13t December

From: Ms Favali and Mrs Butterworth

Social Sciences

On Wednesday 4th December the Social Sciences department will be running a sheep brain dissection
with those students who have signed up to attend. This will be taking place in T6 at 3:15pm.

Any questions please contact Ms Favali vanfav@st-laurence.com or Mrs Butterworth nicbut@st-

laurence.com



mailto:vanfav@st-laurence.com
mailto:nicbut@st-laurence.com
mailto:nicbut@st-laurence.com

From: Mr Blowers — Director of 6" Form

Year 11 Applications for St Laurence 6" Form

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,

. The deadline for students applying for St Laurence 6" Form has been extended

VOForm due to the recent poor weather:
Centre

PEQSPECTUS New
Deadline — Wednesday 4" December
3:00pm

~-
St Laurence School m

Applications are made via the electronic form here: St Laurence School | Wiltshire

A reminder of a few key points:

1. Students should opt for 3 subjects — Only one subject per option block

2. The option blocks can be found in the Prospectus that all students have received and also online
here: 6th Form Prospectus | St Laurence School

3. Students should opt for what they enjoy and think they can attain well in

4. We encourage the majority of the year group to apply, as they have the ability to cope with 3 x A
levels

5. Remember, you can apply to several schools/colleges — so be sure to add us

We look forward to Year 11 students joining our 6™ Form which was the “Strongest attaining State 6" Form
in Wiltshire” again this year.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to ask us. Mr Blowers & 6™ Form Team

From: Mrs Baldwin — Outdoor Education Coordinator

Year 9 Black Rock Trip

If you have yet to complete the medical form for Black Rock, please can this be completed as soon as
possible. It can either be emailed to helbal@st-laurence.com or students can put in the collection box
just outside Reception.

If your child is not going on the trip, please email me.

What’s on the Menu?

Click the link to our Catering page for information on all the different ways our
" students can enjoy healthy and nutritious meals at school:

Catering | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com)



https://www.st-laurence.com/
https://www.st-laurence.com/prospectus
https://www.st-laurence.com/catering
mailto:helbal@st-laurence.com

Y7 Cognitive Abilities Tests (CAT)

Timetable of the remaining CAT’s and rescheduled sessions (highlighted in yellow)

7LG1 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test

2 Mon, 2/12 P3 | Mr Peters Info Technology | T14
Test ILC

3 Tue, 10/12 | P2 | Ms Davies Literacy Extra Lower
7LG2 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test

3 Tue, 3/12 P1 | Mr Peters Info Technology | T14
7LG3 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test ILC

3 Mon, 2 Dec | P4 | Mrs Curtis Literacy Extra Lower
7LG4 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test

2 Thu, 5/12 P1 | DrBarclay Info Technology | T13
Test

3 Fri, 6/12 P3 | Miss Rose PSHE S3toT13
7LG5 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test ILC

2 Wed, 4/12 P3 | MsJames Literacy Extra Lower
Test T16to
3 Mon, 9/12 P1 | Miss Bryer PSHE T14
7LG6 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test ILC

1 Mon, 2/12 P2 | Ms Davies Literacy Extra Lower
Test

2 Tue, 3/12 P4 | Mr Peters Info Technology | T14
Test T15to
3 Wed, 4/12 P1 | Mrs Rhodes PSHE T13
7LG7 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test

2 Mon, 9/12 | P4 | MrAllen PSHE AltoT14
Test | Wed,

3 11/12 P1 | Mr Peters Info Technology | T14
7LG8 | Date P | Teacher Subject Rm
Test ILC

2 Thu, 5/12 P5 | MrWestley Literacy Extra Lower
Test

3 Mon,9/12 | P2 | MrAbrahams | PSHE A3toT14




From: Mrs Nash — Head of Drama

We were delighted to receive our official appraisal notes from the Shakespeare Schools Festival - they were
very complimentary and, once again, our thanks and congratulations to the whole cast and crew.

We are now turning our attention to the National Theatre Connections Festival. Our performance of Alys
Metcalf's brand new play 'You 2.0' will be performed in school and at the Weston Studios, Bristol Old Vic next
year. Rehearsals start on Thursday 28™ November for our Year 10 GCSE students. More details coming home
soon.

“SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY
. COMES"

by 5t Lourence School

at Merdin, 06/11/2024
appraized by Holly Meechan

[t i= my great pleasure to congnotulate you, 5t Lourence School, on your brilliont
performance of Mocbeth as part of Shakespeare Schools Festival this outumn. i waos
a joy to watch you shine on your performance night, and I'd fike to spend some tims
now highlighting all the aspects of your production that | koved the maost.

‘four play hod o splendidly spocky start with the ensemble cregting the eerie heath.
‘fou comtinued to ‘reimagine your company” throughouwt your piece to great effect
creafing architecture and shapes to frame each scene, often with the witches
wiatching ond weaving in and out of the shodows.

‘fou hod great projection and command of the languoge, speaking Shaokespeare's
wiards very clearly and making it sound very notural. What was certainly not nartural
wias the physicafity of the witches, | lowed how still and sinister their bodies were,
with jerky head movements and clowed hands! | alsa loved their direct relationship
with the oudience and how they descended wpon us, pointing acousatarily ot the
end.

I really liked your stylised stoging of the banguet scene, creating onimoge of the wast
toble stretching right across the stoge, and highlighting Mocbeth's vision of the
ghost | also enjoyed your choice to speak the 'knock, knock' rather than use a sound
effect, this really helped to build the tension in that moment.

You made some smart lighting choices, designed well to emphasise key moments
and cregte a good sense of mood and place. The tartan sashes and showls were
also a great design choice for their simplicity ond cohesion. it is cear that everyone
wias fully and egually invested in this show from the warkshop, throwgh to the
rehearsals to how you performed on stoge- you had a kovely company ethos.

A brillianty eerie version of the Scottish play by a strong, committed ensembile.
We are in awe of all your passion, hard work and creatiity! What you have

accomplished is something truly specdial, ond we are already locking fonward to
reimagining Shakespears with St Loursnce School ogain next year.
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“A BRILLIANTLY EERIE VERSION OF THE
SCOTTISH PLAY BY A STRONG
v COMMITTED ENSEMBLE.”

coram

SHAKESPEARE
SCHOOLS FESTIVAL
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Lost Property

Each term, we have a large amount of lost property left at Student Reception, which often goes
unclaimed.

At the end of each term, unnamed and unclaimed belongings are disposed of and can no longer be
collected. Lost property can be collected between 3:00pm — 4:00pm each day

This term the deadline for collection from Student Reception is:
Monday 16" December between 3:00pm — 4:00pm only

Lost property remaining unclaimed by this date will be donated to the St Laurence School Association or a
local charity.




From: PE Team

Sporting Results and Upcoming Fixtures

Results

Football:
St Laurence 4 — 0 Wellington Academy (U14 Girls County Cup)

Congratulations to all students involved.

Upcoming Fixtures

Tuesday 3" December
U12 Girls 8-a-side football tournament (2 teams) at JOG School (A) Return approx. 5:30pm

Wednesday 4" December

Year 7 Rugby Waterfall Tournament at Devizes School (A) Return approx. 5:15pm

Year 7-11 West Wilts Badminton Competition at Melksham Community Campus. Return approx.
4:30pm.

Thursday 5*" December
Year 11A Netball Tournament at Matravers (A) Return approx. 5:30pm
Year 11B Netball Tournament at Matravers (A) Return approx. 5:30pm

Senior School West Wiltshire Cross Country Championships Results 2024

Minor Boys (Y7)

Minor Boys |
1 2 3 4 5 6 Total Position
|

Warminster

Melksham Oak 3 31 33 34 35 43 179 5th
Matravers 6 28 38 45 47 51 215 6th
Stonar 16 20 46 48 52 53 235 7th

Minor Girls (Y7)

Minor Girls
1 2 3 4 5 6 Total Position
Stonar 1 5 6 7 12 19 50 1st

"~ Welkshamoak | 16 | 20 | 22 | 40| 42 | 44 | 14 | s

Matravers 27 36 47 48 51 52 261 Tth




Junior Boys (Y8/Y9)

Junior Boys

Stonar 7 23 40 41 44 45 200 5th
Matravers 18 20 21 22 60 61 202 6th
Warminster 11 32 34 38 49 52 216 7th

Junior Girls (Y8/Y9)

Junior Girls |

1 2 3 4 5 6 Total Position
Stonar 3 11 12 14 15 30 85 2nd
Warminster 1 23 26 28 31 43 152 3rd
Matravers 19 29 35 42 51 54 230 6th
Melksham Oak 17 41 47 48 49 52 254 7th

Inter Boys (Y10/Y11)
Inter Boys
1 2 3 4 Total Position

_ Warminster | 5 | 11 | 12 | 18 | 46 | 2nd

T wavaves | w4 | 15 | 1 | 0 | e | an

Stonar 8 25 26 30 89 6th
Melksham Oak 28 31 32 34 125 7th

Inter Girls (Y10/Y11)

Inter Girls
1 2 3 4 Total Position
Stonar 2 4 5 11 22 1st
Warminster 1 3 16 17 37 2nd

 Maavers | 14 | 19 | 32 | 33 | 98 |  4th |




Online Safety
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nn‘ v Snapchat Is o messaging app which cllows users to send Images, videos and texts to
others. Its best-known feature is that anything sent ‘disappears’ 24 hours after it's been,
viewed; however, users are known to take screenshots or use another device to obtaina
photo of their screen. In 2023, Snapchat added a chatbot function called "My Al'.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

My Al s Snopehat's nes chatbor, wivch replies 1o
questions in o human-ike manner. However, the
toftware &5 stil in its Infomcy and Nas signific ont
drawbtacks, tuch as blawed, Incorrect or miskeading
apanses. There hive olrecdy besn numerous reports
of youryg users tuening to Al for mediocol help and
diagnose s, which could be Inaccurate and therefare
potsnitiolly dongercus.
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PREDATORS AND SCAMS

Pradators com oxploit Snapchat's disoppeoring
messoges by, for sxomple, telling @ user they have
noked photos of them ond will past them urdess
they're paid. Snapchat's own redoorch found that 66%
of 1eenagers hod experienced this — on this app or
othwers. This Bcaly Bt helped by SaapMaps” - a
foature mhich highlights your exoct position in
real-time. This is moonk to holp ¥onde keep trock of
#OCh other, Bat could be used for mors srister
reasana

v

MY EYES ONLY

Snopehat has a hidden photo voult colled

Ny Eyes Only". Teerws con conceal sensitive photos
ond videos from parents and carers in this folder,
which ks peotected by o PIN. You con check for I by
chicking on the con whic h looks fe two playing cards.
This takes you %0 the ‘Memones” folkder which stores

{/.‘

‘ﬂ-l:

s

SCREEN TIME ADDICTION #2% .

Snopehal peice Nises user sagogement, with leatuses
like streaks (messoging the same person every day to
basid up @ hgh scora), Tho opp also has soctions
called Discover’ ond ‘Spotight’, which show
content to eoch user. Homever, I3 could also be seen
04 on ottempt Lo Nook users into watching videos
enciestly. Furthermore, constont notificotions can huste
peopie o uring the app.
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INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT __o

Sorme content on Sna pchot simply iset sulo bie

for children. The hoshtogs used Lo group content

cre detormined by the pottes, to oven an innocent
wearch term coudd sl yield oge -inoppropricte results
The opp's ‘disappecring messoges’ feature also
makes it easy for young pecple to share sxplicit
Imoges on Impulis ~ 20 sexling continuet to be a riek
easecioted with Snopchot

i N\ e

ONLINE PRESSURES B

Anheugh many of Snap. s Ntk ore

10 enter 1ain of ormuse, the beoutily’ effects cn

photos can set unreclistic bedy image elpﬁ:wllcmo
creating leskngt of Inodequacy In younger users
snopehal now alse has priority’ notfications (which
sl get disphoyed even il o device is in ‘do not distury
mode), Increasing the pressure on users to leg back In

0

| photot, Klores and the My Eyes Ony tolder, end inteccet

UT ILISE PARENTAL CONTROLS FAMIUARISE YOURSEI.F

-
snopchot's Yoy Centie' lets you view the detalls of the child's otcount - »  Bafors you aflow a child to cewnioad Snapchat, downiood X yoursat!
their friends S5t and who they've spoken % in the lost week ~ and upwtuwy ond fomikar sa your saif with the opp. $napchot has prodoced o
concens. You must rvite a child to the family Centre for tham (o join. To keep the povents’ guicle 10 the app 1o help you wumderstand how it works ond
chidt's location hidden an the epp, 0o N0 Stings and (urn on 'GHott Modse’ ond any protections they have in ploce. A s lor this can be feund in the
‘Hide Uve Locotion . and enswre they know not 10 share theis locotion with omyone. SO0 0% DO low

BLOCK AND REPORT ' '.FLENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

11 G stronger 0oos connect with a child on Snoponat and begine to make L Snopchot's tsks can Be eoskar 1o handie If you nurture an open daiogue

theen fewl uncamiortobile wough buly ing, pressurs 10 send espilcs | For wzample, discuss My LTS responmes 10 QUestons and how reSatie ey an,
images or by sending sexuol images to them, the child con top the three dots Tolk about icoms and blockmeil belore Setting chidren sign up. If they're lured into
0N thot parson's protiie and repart of block them, Thore are options to ctate why 0 500, NCOUTGHO thom 10 1ok you Immediately. Folk opanty and non- judgementally

g’ re reporting that user = such 08 Grnoying o MAECIoUs MesSoges, SPOM oF Oboul sexting, emphocising its inherent ricks. Furthermors, e iain how populor
AP Ocing OF Someons sise ‘chalwrges’ oo the plotionm con hove harmiul consequences,
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M_eet.Our Expert ’ w The
ses ) ot Geveloped and implemented ont- bullying and ¢ | .,., National
Iy H College

A resecech for the Astro
senting behoviour of young p

Guoo page at Mitps//nat

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



Community News

6'" Form students launch their Shoebox Appeal!

Please donate unwrapped gifts to your child’s tutor group to put in shoeboxes. These
will be donated to Salvation Army who will distribute them to the members of our
community who need them most.

Here are some suggested gift ideas for different age brackets:

= . 0-3 years: dolls, teddy bears, cot mobiles, baby clothes, bath toys, puzzles
Donate to our ) T ol . . . . . .
Tov Appeal I{k@) 3-5 years: dolls and action figures, cars, lorries, colouring sets, pencils, crayons,

Support The Salvation Army this Christmas bOOkSr pUZZIeS
5-9 years: educational games & toys, stationery (colouring sets, pencils,

crayons, school sets), books, puzzles, wordsearch, crosswords

9-12 years: games and toys, stationery, books, t-shirts, hair accessories, gloves, scarves, hats
13-16 years: books, make-up and toiletries (please try to ensure hypoallergenic ingredients if possible),
gloves, scarves, hats, t-shirts, hair accessories and gift vouchers

We cannot take preloved items so please make sure your donations are new. The deadline for this appeal is
Friday 13th December when Student Heads of House will come and collect the boxes.

Thank you for your support, Evie and Tom

Sent on behalf of Mighty Girls

Mighty Girls are delighted to invite St Laurence students to the 3rd Annual V Coding Bootcamp at the University
of Bath on Saturday 22nd February 2025. This free event is a unique opportunity for girls to explore coding,
develop hands-on skills, and learn about STEM careers.

The workshop is a collaboration between Mighty Girls, University of Bath students, and local firm AB Dynamics,
who have generously funded this initiative. It has been useful for Y8 and Y9 girls choosing their GCSE's, Y11
thinking about A Levels, and Sixth Formers thinking about university

Watch our video for more information https://www.mightygirls.co.uk/vcodevideo2025 and go to our website
to register and book one of the limited free places: www.mightygirls.co.uk/shop

Certification 4 5 A
@ You will receive certification to proveyour /| Why are we holding this bootcamp for
] 2N participation. Add to your CV, UCAS Personal .~ girls?
Vi Statement and Linkedin.
Who we are? bl « 35% of students studying STEM subjects at UK
V od e V Team is the student volunteering group of Greater Awareness universities are female
the Students' Union at the University of Bath. peatn atotit STEM I education &oolGiny 29.4% - of the STEM workfor femal

We are committed to providing a range of b e IR e Ay s = e workforce are female
STEM Code & Careers Bo otcamp different ways to get involved in volunteering Vi - "'I.sw’m ftxlketelngln el e e e
with the local and wider community. ?"'9'[!:! st:'"jsb e . only within the tech sector but also in most

¢ %, Crucial in the job market and something STEM industri
Saturday 22nd February 2025 Project V Code universities also look for. You will be s
: ' In collaboration with Mighty Girls, V Code are v, introduced to a variety of these in the + With 47% of women saying they learn best with
Unive "5"5y of Bath Cam pUS encouraging more girls to consider a career in program! hands-on experlence,y. EMienyg provides a
STEM and STEM subjects by teaching them . practical and engaging way for girls to develop
‘how to code. Goodie Bags ) problem-solving skills and boost their career
You will receive a goodie bag of items to e
= take home.
T ot fram Gk 2020, UCAS 707, bl -,zum
£ P £ £
Vi e VL p-— Vo WV R ..
VTEAM g VTEAM ) VTEAM VTEAM %)

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501


https://www.mightygirls.co.uk/vcodevideo2025
http://www.mightygirls.co.uk/shop

Growing Well
Wiltshire

Growing Well Wiltshire App
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EMOTIONAL
HEALTH

(@)

ESSENTIAL
SERVICES

Scan the QR code or search

www wistirechidrenservices ¢

hery®

Care Group

Family Hub

School Nurse
Drop In

Starting 07.11.24

County Hall
Trowbridge

Every Thursday
3-4pm

Come and meet the school
age health service who can
support and give advice for
your school age child. We
can also offer a 1:1 with
young people aged 11+
Scan here to
downiload the new

Growing Well
Wittshire App

Sent on behalf of: Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service

DORSET & WILTSHIRE
FIRE AND RESCUE

Road Safety

Following on from Storm Bert and Storm Conall the Met Office has
now predicted a sudden drop in temperature.

To help keep yourself, your family, friends and neighbours and
others safe please consider reminding yourself of the following
advice:

e Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service | Driving in adverse conditions

e Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service | Winter driving checklist

Home Safety

e Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service | Storms and power cuts

e Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service | Staying warm safely

Water Safety

e Stay away from flooded or swollen rivers, and the coast in storm conditions

e Keep dogs on leads around water

e Keep children away from water and ice

e [f somebody (or animal) is in trouble in the water never go in the water to rescue them
yourself, Call 999 and ask for the fire and rescue service (if inland) and coastguard (if at

the coast)

Where are you?

Consider downloading what3words on your mobile phone to help give an accurate location should you need the

emergency services when out

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501


https://www.dwfire.org.uk/education/road-safety/driving-in-adverse-conditions/
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/education/road-safety/winter-driving-checklist/
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/safety/storms-and-power-cuts/
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/safety/save-safely/staying-warm-safely/

St Laurence School

has joined the following SOCIAL MEDIA platforms to keep you informed
of some of the great work your children are doing at school.

We will post news and photos from school trips, dance and drama performances,

STEM events and lots more. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
and “like” and “share” our stories.

facebook.com/StLaurenceSch instagram.com/stlaurencesch/ twittercom/stlaurencesch

www.st-laurence.com

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



