Parent / Carer Bulletin @

Care * Inspire . Succeed

Headteacher’s Update

Dear Parents and Carers

| hope you have had a wonderful summer and that the thought of returning to school has not caused too
much anxiety at home. We have had an excellent first week, welcoming both new and current students
and we have been hugely impressed with the positive and resilient attitudes shown.

At the start of the year, can | please ask:

Thank you, Mr Farrer

Week Commencing Monday 9% September 2024

That you do take time to read the bulletin. It contains everything you need to know for the
upcoming week and beyond

Keep a note of any key dates visible for everyone at home

If you change contact details (email, mobile phone, address etc) please also let us know. There
were several occasions last year when we needed to contact home but the numbers were no
longer in use

If you feel we need to know something, please do get in touch as soon as you can. Working
together and communicating regularly is so important

If you think we have missed something then feel free to contact us and let us know but equally, if
we have done something well, that feedback is very gratefully received!

If you have any questions and are unsure of who to contact, use the admin@st-laurence.com
email address

WEEK B CALENDAR - TERM 1
Monday 9" September e Y7 Activity Day Launch (Ashley and Budbury) 8:35am — 9:05am
Tuesday 10" September .
Wednesday 11" September e Y7 Activity Day Launch (Huntingdon) 8:35am — 9:05am

e Y6 Open Morning 9:00am —9:45am

Thursday 12" September e Y7 Activity Day Launch (Westfield) 8:35am — 9:05am

e Y10 & Y11 Parent Info Evening (Online) 6:00pm -7:00pm

Friday 13" September e Y7 Activity Day Launch (Conigre) 8:35am —9:05am

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



mailto:admin@st-laurence.com

Welcome to Term 1

As we start the new academic year, and welcome new parents and carers of Year 7 students, we’ve put together a
list of responses to the most common FAQ's:

Attendance - If a student is unwell or is going to be absent, please do one of the following:

e email attendance@st-laurence.com
e call the student absence line 01225 309501 by no later than 8:30am

Please state the Students Name, Year, Tutor Group, and the reason for their absence.
Breakfast Club — open from 7:45am- 8:30am.

Period Products - free sanitary products available in the following locations for students to access:
e Student Reception & Medical Room

e PE Department Office
e 6™ Form Office - from Mrs Brown & Mrs Chatfield
e Fitzmaurice Toilets - available during break and lunch

From: Mrs Baldwin - Teacher of Maths / Outdoor Education Coordinator

For the attention of Parents and Carers of Year 7 Students

Activity Days - In October, each learning group will go to a local farm for a day as part of a team building
experience. The briefings for these will be held in the Lecture Theatre directly after registration (an
older tutee will accompany them), on the following days:

Ashley and Budbury: Monday 9th September
Huntingdon: Wednesday 11th September
Westfield: Thursday 12th September
Conigre: Friday 13th September

If, for whatever reason your child misses their briefing, they can attend one of the other sessions.

All children wishing to go on the trip must return a completed medical form (pink) following the
briefing. There is a post box outside Reception for the forms to be dropped in.

Letters explaining the details of the trip will be sent out as hard copies and emails.

For the attention of Year 11 Parents and Carers

Duke of Edinburgh Awards:

There will be an award presentation held on the 14" October during tutor time where your child will
receive their DofE award if they have completed all the sections on eDofE. To check if this is completed,
your child will need to log into eDofE. If they are unsure how to complete any of the sections, please
email me on helbal@st-laurence.com

Warm regards, Mrs Baldwin (Outdoor Education Coordinator)

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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From: Mr Hainsworth — Assistant Headteacher

KS4 Parent / Carer Information Evening

Last term you will have received a “save the date” for the Y10 & 11 Parent/Carer Information Evening that will be
held next Thursday 12" September from 6:00pm until 7:00pm on MS Teams.

An invite will go out to all students via their school email address before the evening. This evening is predominately
aimed at Y10 families to introduce them to effective study and revision and will follow a largely similar format to
last year. If Y11 families wish to join, they are of course welcome do so to refresh information that was shared last
year. We hope you will be able to join us and look forward to seeing you then.

From Club Team
School club Information will be sent early next week for students to sign up.

PE UPDATE Mr Carter

Term 1 Sporting Fixtures

Here are the current sporting fixtures for Term 1. More fixtures will be added once confirmed - including Girls
Football County Cup fixtures. Please note: Students must attend the relevant after school club to be considered for
selection.

Date Fixture Venue
TBC U14 Boys Football vs Downend School (National St Laurence School
Cup)
1/10/24 Year 7 Rugby vs Corsham St Laurence School
(Tuesday)
2/10/24 Year 8 Rugby vs Corsham Corsham School
(Wednesday)
3/10/24 U16 Netball Tournament Marlborough College
(Thursday)
8/10/24 U14 Netball Tournament Marlborough College
(Tuesday)
9/10/24 Year 7/8 Rugby vs Devizes Devizes School
(Wednesday)
15/10/24 Year 9 Rugby vs Corsham Corsham School
(Tuesday)

From: Music Department — After-School Clubs

Music Activities 2024 - 25

Any day with GCSE/A Level

advance notice Clinics
(dependent on staff availability) By appointment

Ukulele Club

Monday
MC1

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



Wednesday
MC1

Choir

Wednesday
MC2

Guitar Club

Wednesday
WMC

Bands/Ensembles
By appointment

Thursday

Sing-A-Capella

MC2

Friday - Percussion
MC1

Friday
MC2

Random Band

From: English Department

In years 7 and 8, students visit the ILC for part of a designated English lesson in order to read independently, and to
read to staff and 6th Form students. These lessons are a privilege as they:

Provide a period of time in a busy day for students to become immersed in a book
that will stimulate their imagination

Allow students to be calm and focused for an extended period of time

Give students an opportunity to read something purely for pleasure

Let students find out about new writers and books

We ask that parents and carers support the school and their children by doing the following to prepare them for
these reading lessons in the ILC:

v
v

v
v
v

ensure their child has their reading book in their bag on the day the ILC reading lesson is timetabled
encourage their child to read at home for 20+ minutes per day, and cultivate a habit of reading for
pleasure

remove mobile devices from their child during dedicated, personal reading time

read to their child, and talk to them about what they are reading

read themselves, so that their child sees them as a reading role model.

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501




St Laurence School

has joined the following SOCIAL MEDIA platforms to keep you informed
of some of the great work your children are doing at school.

We will post news and photos from school trips, dance and drama performances,

STEM events and lots more. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
and “like” and “share” our stories.

facebook.com/StLaurenceSch instagram.com/stlaurencesch/ twitter.com/stlaurencesch

www.st-laurence.com

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



ST LAURENCE SCHOOL
ASSOCIATION (PTA)

DONATE 1 HOUR &
MAKE AN IMPACT

We are aware that everyone works and having
teenagers is a busy time. But a few hours of your
time (regularly or adhoc) will make a huge
difference. Scan the QR code and let us know how
you can help.

WE NEED:

People’s time
Skills

Ideas

Cash donations
Uniform donations

The focus of the SLSA is to support well-being (mental, physical
and financial) across the school community. To do this we need
great people and great ideas to make the fundraising possible

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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