Parent / Carer Bulletin @

Care +* Inspire . Succeed

Week Commencing Monday 7*" October 2024

Headteacher’s Update

Dear Parents and Carers

It has been a quieter week here at school after the preparations for the Open Evening. We had over 750
people attend the evening and the student tour guides were brilliant. The feedback from visitors was
exemplary so thank you to all those who supported.

October sees the beginning of a number of trips and events - we have the Year 7 activity days coming up
as well as a space exploration event for Science, a trip to Glastonbury for Sociology students and a
workshop for the upcoming production of Macbeth for Years 8 and 9. Please do make sure you read the
bulletin for all of the details.

Thank you, Mr Farrer

WEEK B CALENDAR - TERM 1

Monday 7" October e Y7 Activity Days Mon — Frid 9:05am — 4:15pm

Tuesday 8™ October e Y13 Reports Issued

Wednesday 9" October .

Thursday 10" October e Wear Yellow Day
e Y13 Art Trip 11:30am — 4:00pm

Friday 11" October e Y8-Y11 Mental Health Workshop 8:30am — 3:00pm
e 6™ Form Active 3:15pm — 4:30pm

From: Mr Hainsworth — Assistant Headteacher

Y10 GCSE Option Changes

We hope the start of your child’s GCSE studies has gone well and that they are enjoying the subject they have
chosen.

We are setting a deadline of Friday 11th October for any students who are considering changing their option
choices. This is because by then it is likely that approximately 12-13 lessons worth of content will have been
taught which is a significant amount for any student to catch up on.

If your child is considering an option change, please contact me via email thohai@st-laurence.com with
the subject they would like to change to and from. Currently a large number of options are full which
can make changes difficult but we will do what we can.

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501


mailto:thohai@st-laurence.com

Dear Parents,

Please note that the school calendar for dates such as, parent subject evenings, end and start of terms,
whole year group trips, work experience are all accessible on the school calendar on the website.

School Calendar | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com)

Please look here in the first instance for information. Thank you.
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From: English Department

FOR YEAR 10 PARENTS AND CARERS - GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE SET TEXTS

We are asking parents and carers of Year 10 students to buy them a copy of the set texts they will study
for their English Literature GCSE. This is so students have their own copies to re-read and revise from; also,
having a personal copy allows students to make notes alongside the text as they read and study it.

English Literature teachers have put a reminder on Bromcom that students should have their own copy of the
'modern text' for English Literature by the end of Term 1; this will be The Woman in Black or An Inspector Calls,
depending on which class they are in. Parents and carers may also wish to buy students a revision guide for
these texts as well.

Some students who are in receipt of the Pupil Premium will have the relevant text and revision guide
provided for them by the school; teachers will let these students know about this arrangement.

Thank you for your support.

An Inspector :
Calls

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501


https://www.st-laurence.com/catering
https://www.st-laurence.com/school-calendar

From: The Drama Department

Shakespeare Schools Festival
A final reminder to parents of the cast and crew of 'Macbeth' to please return their reply slips for the performance
at the Merlin Theatre on Wednesday 6™ November.

We are in need of anything TARTAN for costumes for this production - hats, skirts, shirts, scarfs, ties, blankets etc. If
you have anything that you could donate or lend to the drama department we would be most grateful

Anyone is welcome to come and watch the show - tickets are available directly from the Merlin Theatre Merlin
Theatre : Home - What's On - Performances - SHAKESPEARE SCHOOLS FESTIVAL

The Little Mermaid - Bristol Old Vic Thursday 9t January 2025
There was extraordinary interest in this trip with spaces being allocated within hours of the letters going home.
I'm very sorry to anyone who has not been allocated a space.

Those successful will be sent a letter and will need to pay on ParentPay by Tuesday 24" October. Payments will
be going live shortly. If anyone has changed their mind about wanting to go, please let Mrs Nash catnas@st-
laurence.com know as there is a waiting list.

From: Mrs Baldwin — Outdoor Education Coordinator

Year 7 Campwell Farm - The trips are starting on Monday 7*" October. Please check the list to ensure you
know which day your child is going to the Farm on. If you haven't yet handed back the Medical Form, this
needs to be done prior to the trip to enable students to be able to go.

e LG1-Monday 7t

e LG2-Tuesday 8"

e LG3 Wednesday 9t
e LG4 - Thursday 10%"
e LG5 -Friday 11*

e LG6 - Monday 14"
e LG7-Tuesday 15%
e LG8 - Wednesday 16™

Things to bring: waterproof coat and trousers, food and a drink, personal medication, extra layers as it
can get cold there, pencil case and wearing a sensible pair of shoes to do the walk in.Students will be back
at school by 3:45pm.

Year 11 Bronze DofE - Please make sure your child has completed all 3 sections on e-DofE with their
assessor reports signed off. Help on how to do this has gone out to your child. They will be invited to
attend the award presentation on Monday 14" October via the tutor bulletin.

Year 10 Bronze DofE - Deadline for the programme planners is Friday 11" October. If your child needs
help completing theirs, they can go to S1 after school on Wednesday 9" October for support.

House Points

Huntingdon

4
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To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501


http://www.merlintheatre.co.uk/whats-on/performances/shakespeare-schools-festival/
http://www.merlintheatre.co.uk/whats-on/performances/shakespeare-schools-festival/
mailto:catnas@st-laurence.com
mailto:catnas@st-laurence.com

From: Ms Browne and Mr Bruten

Journalism and Photography Workshop - Tuesday 15" October

We are delighted to be welcoming Joe McCann, Operations Manager of Wiltshire Publications, to Connect club on
Tuesday 15" October.

Joe will be talking to students at our school magazine about his own career in the media. He will also be bringing his
photography kit along and discussing the world of a press photographer.

Joe's organisation often takes our students for work experience, and we are very grateful for his time. If you know a
student who is interested, they need to sign up for Connect Club on Bromcom to join us. For more information,
contact heabro@st-laurence.com

From: Mr Blowers — Director of 6" Form

Dear Parent/Carer & Students,
You are warmly invited to our 6" Form Open Evening on Thursday 7*" November 2024 in Trinity Hall

The format will be as follows:

Students in Ashley, Budbury and Conigre 1-5
Presentation from the Headteacher, Head Students & Director of 6™ Form at 5pm in Trinity Hall
where you will also receive Named Prospectuses.Then you will be invited to tour around the school
and visit subjects to gain more information

Students in Conigre 6-10, Huntingdon & Westfield:
Presentation from the Headteacher, Head Students & Director of 6™ Form at 6pm in Trinity Hall
where you will also receive Named Prospectuses. Then you will be invited to tour around the
school and visit subjects to gain more information

Individual student letters will come home with further detailed information about the event. We look forward to
seeing you all there.

Yours faithfully, Aidan Blowers

St Laurence School
Care ¢ Inspire ® Succeed

i Open Evening
6th Form -

Thursday 7" November 2024
5:00pm — 7:30pm

In the Wiltshire
Music Centre

; Presentations led by the
Mth Headteacher and Director of

6th Form will be at 5:00pm
a Form and 6:00pm in Trinity Hall,

Centre followed by a tour
' of the school.

www.st-laurence.com Ashley Road, Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire. BA15 1DZ

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501


mailto:heabro@st-laurence.com

From: The PE Team

As part of the weekly bulletin, we will be giving updates of sporting results and upcoming fixtures. Congratulations
to all students involved.

Results

Netball
St Laurence A 10 - 6 John of Gaunt (Year 9)
St Laurence B 21 - 7 John of Gaunt (Year 10)

Rugby
St Laurence 4 - 3 Kingdown School (Year 8)
St Laurence 15 — 20 Kingdown School (Year 9)
St Laurence 10 — 10 Corsham School (Year 7)
St Laurence 4 — 7 Corsham School (Year 8)

Upcoming Fixtures

Tuesday 8" October
Year 11 Rugby vs Corsham (Away, return to school approx. 5:45pm)

Tuesday 15" October
Year 9 Rugby vs JOG (Away, return to school approx. 5:30pm)

Wednesday 16" October
Year 7 Rugby vs JOG (Home)

Thursday 17*" October
Year 8 Rugby vs JOG (Away, return to school approx. 5:30pm)

Tuesday 22" October
U14s Girls Football vs JOG (Home)

S PE Clubs - Term 1 \A.Y&\X% ’\.Y }

Day Club Location Staff Member
Monday Trampolining (Invite only) Sports Hall Mrs Voutt
Tuesday SLS Leadership Academy Gym Mr Carter
Cross Country Field Mr Bailey, Mr Vince
Girls Football Field Mr Burrows, Mr Restorick, Mr
Povoas, Mr Gregory, Mr Abrahams
U14 Boys Football (Invite Only) | Field Mr Woodburn
Hockey Astro Mrs Voutt
Wednesday | KS4 Badminton (Week A Only) | Sports Hall Mr Woodburn
Thursday Netball (All Years) Astro/Courts Mr Carter, Miss Rose, Miss
Bryer, Mr Westley, Mr Povoas
Mr Oaten, Mr Burrows, Mr
KS3 Rugby Field Restorick
Friday

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



To report a stude

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

IN-GAME CHAT

Video games are continuing to grow in popularity - including, of course, among children and young peopie
- and the emergence of gaming communities has been accelerated by the inclusion of chat functionality
ocross many different titles. While in-game chat isn't inherently o bad thing, it can create some concerns

about online safety and the people that children might be interacting with,

DIFFERENT TYPES
OF CHAT

There are 6 numder of ways that gaemnaers
commaonty chot with one anather online. As the
nome would suggest. - gamae chat happens
within the game Hesll. There' s alse porty ehat o
Proup voice Corwersation ot console users con
hove with anyone on the same platiorm This
tends to be more commanly used by players
who areody now each other. Finolly, many
gomers - especially on PC - wil chatvia o

third -party app such as Dlacord.

CONTACT WITH
STRANGERS

Whether & s text- 0f valos-bosed, In-gome
chatis froquently open 10 oll players to use.
Moy gomes defoult to making 1 on opt-in
function, but o den't meaning o chikt coukt
start sesing mexsages within the game from
poople thoy re playing with, regaraiess of
whothar thoy know those individuals ofr not.
While st strangers won t necessarily have i
ntent. there are some who may behave
mappropriately whaen chatting to o child -

S
e ntionaily or ctheow e f
DANGER OF
cROOMING . .
£ 3 boon roportad that some young gomerns
have encountecsd oldir Diayer s onlam whe
protend 1o be 0 lower age 1o manipulote
chidren, sending gifts in exchan ge for chattng
and sendng photos Just ot on any metsaging
prattorm, it's good 10 odvise young people o
avoid speaiing to strange rs; emphosise thot

they shoukin't accept gitts f~om anyone onine
thes thay don't know

- _ e

— ‘ BULLYING AND ABUSE

Whitke 50 me in-game chat con tum toxk:
becouse of how a motch plays out, sthers

B that way Bectuse of paopie who engage
wolling = inessence, behaving in on oMensive
ond abusive way simply tocouse painoer get a
2o cut of mhoevet they re talking ta. These
Ttrots’ often leon on raclol shues, anti-1G&T
senkiment ond other hoteful ivstoric they
nermaty feel mest contident preying on
younger, mere imprestionable gamess

POTENTIAL FOR
PRIVATE CHAT

If & plorywr wolid Iike o re=mateh with o
stranger oftar mesting them in the gama, they
con send a friond reguedt, of wde the porty chot
togethar In the Nture. For the mast part, this s
Bormkes s ~ but it might leod 10 messages being
exchanged n private. Thie could then escalate
to the sharing of private imtormation, ond
potenticily ctismpts to manipulose or scam
younger players.

——. @

COMPETITINE &2
ATMOSPHERE '

Cortain gamas ars very competitive, and
players can sometimes got upeet if they feel a
eomumote s underperiorming, on opponent
won uiolily, or they're jJust o bod loser. TN s can
Kod to unpieason: Messages that stroy awoy
from ployful wosh 1o/’ and mande into the
teritory of bullying Some players have been
nown to get increcibly abusive In situations ke
this, and the impact of this on & young gamers
*motionoal we libeing could be severe

Advice for Parents &

LOCK-DOWN IN-GAME CHAT

In-game chut Can cftun be dieathied In the geme's settings. Thik otows ﬁ

EHNEN 10 phay withou! fisik of € ONICT from SHangers — DUt it will need 10

Do done in each Individuol garme Text chat appeaars in the comer of the screen In
many tities, 3 '3 normallty eacy 10 take a Quick glonce and see what's boing sald,
Wit voice chat, explain to children shat behaviow i inapprop riote, sa they con spot
he dongers themeeives

.
REPORT POTENTIAL OFFENDERS

Mot gomes ofer o robust means of reporting other players. s you

con tlog an o0 p ¥ This olly loods t the account
HAT b g MOt fed WIth yours [0 the fulirs and, I Thet persan s Conduct besaks any
of the game's rules, they may be Banned from playing antirely, This is done within the
gume itseif, 80 eoch title has a sightly diferent peocess, but these tend Lo be

Sesigned for simplicity,
w Ly N
Meet Our Expert

oyd Coombes 13 the Editor In Chiet of GGRecon and has boon working In
the games medio ndust ¢ flve yoars, He's ol & pannt and Bhereloee

U e Stan ds the ir cu of online safety. Writing moinly about tech
and fitness, his work hos been published ot sites including IGN,
TechRadar, and planty maote.

T

CONSIDER OTHER CHAT OPTIONS

i a chidd wants to play with peopie Bhey know, conasider using party chator o
trd-party servics ke Discord This alows everyone Invohed to chat ana private
wnrver and susn enjoy soch alfer's com pory white ploying ditferent games. It's alvo
for more secure, os amyene looking to jon will need o roquest and be grarted cccess
- normally by whoover Is hosting the chat

B = )
COMMUNICATION IS KEY

Maks sure the beohg 7

and being chutive. Tak about what o i ppeop

from strongers ondine. Be cloar thvar ¥ amything ever CoNcems ar morries tham, they
shouid tedl 0 rusted odult 03 500N 05 poss ble. Empower children to identify the riska
ot in-game chat for thama alves ond reassure them thoy wen't get in troutie for
Swaicing help i omything goet wrong.

bsence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 30950




New!!! Film Club After-School Event for Year 7 Students

6™ Form students, along with Mr Chadwick, invite Year 7
students to their movie nights.

Showing 3 films over 2 nights, from 3:00pm — 4:15pm
(including the film to be shown over two nights) in F16,
students are welcome to bring snacks and drinks

(please be mindful of potential allergens such as nuts etc).

Booking is through the Clubs and Trips area of Bromcom
o O A and is free of charge.

\ 3

1 (
TAST/,
‘ A”k X FOXTIC

£1 MINIMUM
PAY ON
PARENT PAY

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



CREATIVE VOICES WORKSHOPS

This is a Paid opportunity for all 14-18 year olds

WORKSHOP ONE

WED 30TH OCT 4-7PM
SAT 2ND NOV 10-4PM
SUN 3RD NOV 10-4PM

MUST BE ABLE TO ATTEND ALL ABOVE DATES.
At University of Bath campus

GRAFFITI ART MAKING
& DISCUSSIONS

WORKSHOP TWO

WED 13TH NOV 4-7PM
SAT 16TH NOV 10-4PM
SUN 17TH NOV 10-4PM

MUST BE ABLE TO ATTEND ALL ABOVE DATES.
At University of Bath campus

CLAYMATION FILM
MAKING & DISCUSSIONS

e

- How do you experience power in your friendships / relationships?
™ What is it to be a man?
>What does respect look like in your relationships?

We want to hear your views while creating art to bring
your ideas to life.

CLICK THE LINK TO APPLY www.mightygirls.co.uk Eh:glilr
E ol

UNIVERSITY OF isk GIQ(& ‘
DBATH %) BiM

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



St Laurence School

has joined the following SOCIAL MEDIA platforms to keep you informed
of some of the great work your children are doing at school.

We wiill post news and photos from school trips, dance and drama performances,

STEM events and lots more. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
and “like” and “share” our stories.

\\1
FOLLOY,

facebook.com/StLaurenceSch instagram.com/stlaurencesch/ twitter.com/stlaurencesch

www.st-laurence.com

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



For the attention of all parents

Will your child be transferring
to a secondary school in

September 2025?

You must apply for a secondary school place

Apply online at wiltshire.gov.uk or
complete an application form, available at
all Wiltshire Council offices.

The deadline for applications is

12 midnight, 31 October 2024

All forms must be returned to the school admissions
team at County Hall, Trowbridge, Wiltshire.

Contact customer services on 01225 713010

For more information or to request our guide
to finding a secondary school place in Wiltshire.

Wiltshire Council

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



On behalf of: Wiltshire Young Musicians

We would like to let you know of an incredible opportunity for students to learn a musical instrument from
scratch at a super low cost.

We even provide the instrument for them! (Subject to availability) and also offer instrument hire at a very

reasonable cost.
Wiltshire Young Musicians

Helping young people make music since 1990

Groups around the county for all ages and abilities including:

Young Singers - Bradford on Avon, Warminster

Junior Strings - Devizes, Trowbridge, Bradford on Avon, R W Bassett
Intermediate Strings - Royal Wootten Bassett, Bradford on Avon
Youth Orchestra - Bradford on Avon

Junior Wind Band - Chippenham, Bradford on Avon

Intermediate Wind Band - Chippenham, Bradford on Avon

Concert Band - Bradford on Avon

Steel Pans - Bradford on Avon

Mini Singers - Bradford on Avon

Pick up and Play Brass/strings/woodwind - Bradford on Avon

Supported using public funding by wiltshi
IO £ | ARTS COUNCIL music
Sk | . | ENGLAND connect

www.wiltshireyoungmusicians.org.uk | info@wiltshireyoungmusicians.org.uk

,\_\ . Wiltshire Family and Community Learning
%w

L% HELPING MY CHILD
WITH ANXIETY AND WORRY

Online Course
Tuesday 22 October
10am - 12noon

Booking closes 15 October

Positive and realistic help for family life

Explore the difference between anxiety and worry
Understand how anxiety can affect learning

Learn practical techniques and calming activities
Manage anxiety and support wellbeing

Our courses are free if you are 19+ and have been a
resident in UK/EU for 3+years and meet eligibility criteria.
Please see our website or contact us for more information.

https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/
01225 770478

I \Vil'shire Council

To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501
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To report a student absence please ring the Attendance Line by 8:30am on 01225 309501



