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Parent & Carer Bulletin 
 

  Headteacher’s update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this week’s bulletin: 

• Non-uniform day in support of Denim4Dementia – page 1 

• Key dates for your diary  - page 2 

• Mental Health & Wellbeing Week – page 2 

• World Book Day – pages 3-4 

• Online Safety – WhatsApp – Page 13 

• Community News – Pages 14-17 

 

…. And lots more! 

 

 

 

*Non-Uniform Day – Denim for Dementia 

Tuesday 4th March we will have a non-uniform day.  Research suggests that emotionally and 

mentally, Tuesday is the most challenging day of the week.  Monday is close to the weekend, 

Wednesday is ‘hump day’ and Thursday and Friday are close enough to the end of the week 

to be less emotionally taxing.  For this reason, we are hosting our first non-uniform Tuesday. 

Our Student Leadership Team have chosen the charity Alzheimer’s Society, who are running 

the national Denim4Dementia campaign.   

It is not compulsory for students to wear denim on this day. Please go to parent pay to donate to the charity. 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you have been enjoying the much-needed change in the weather. The signs of Spring were 

certainly apparent by the end of the week. I also hope that if you attended the Year 12 Subject Evening 

you found it useful. 

This coming week is our student Wellbeing Week with a broad range of activities and speakers so please 

do talk about your child’s experiences when they come home. It has been generously funded by our 

Friends Association, the SLSA, and if we want to do these in future years, we need your support in joining 

them, so please do make contact if you are happy to offer a few hours across the year.  

Mr Farrer 
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 Key dates for your diary -  Week A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Week B  

 

 

 

 

 

ng 

on 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Week March 3rd - 7th 2025 

 Daytime After school The I Can & I Am Bus 

Monday 3rd March  Ben Smith – Happy Talks 
Year 8-13 (see schedule) – Trinity 
Hall 
 

Y7 briefing with LBR during p1 
Monday in the gym 
 

  All y7 Mon-Thurs p2-5  
(check schedule) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8-11 Friday p2-5 (selected 
students only) 

Tuesday 4th March *Non uniform day – supporting 
Denim for Dementia 

 

Wednesday 5th March Chris Lubbe - Talk from speaker 
Year 12&13 p5 in Trinity Hall  
 

Rewards Event 
WMC 

Thursday 6th March 
 

  

Friday 7th    
March 

P1 whole school wellbeing 
activities – no lesson 1 – 
extended tutor time 

 

Monday 3rd March 

 

• National Careers Week 

• Y10 Science Trip 

• Y13 Drama Exam 

•  

Tuesday 4th March 

 

• Non uniform day – supporting Denim for Dementia 

• Y13 Drama Exam 

Wednesday 5th March  • A Level Music Exam 

• Y8-12 Awards Evening 

Thursday 6th March  • Y10 Photography Exam 

• Y9 Black Rock Information Evening 

• Y12 Parent Film Night 

Friday 7th March • Y10 Art Exam 

• Y9 Blunt Truth Talk 

Monday 10th March • Y11 Mock Exams Begin 

Tuesday 11th March • Y12 Geography Trip  

• Y10 – 12 Careers Webinars 

Wednesday 12th March 

 

• Y12 Geography Trip  

• Y7 (LG8) Craft & Conversation 

Thursday 13th March 

 
•  STEM Robotics Competition  

• Y8 Reports Issued 

Friday 14th March • Y13 Mock Music Exam 
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From: ILC Team 

World Book Day – Thursday 6th March  

At St Laurence we believe that reading is for every day of the year not just World Book Day. To celebrate we have a 

number of activities taking place throughout the term.  

The Literacy Leaders will celebrate the joy of reading and the power of books to bring positive change in a Collective 

Worship to mark World Book Day and the 'Read it Your Way' theme. Students will share books that have transformed 

the world for good and staff will reveal their top reads and favourite places to enjoy them. 

Mrs Edwards has created a display of some books that have changed the world. We hope our students will be 

inspired by this selection, which includes: 

Gray's Anatomy  - Published in 1858. A groundbreaking text known for its clear and concise descriptions 

complemented by Carter's beautiful woodcut images brilliantly rendered in light and shadow.  

Hunger Games - Published in 2012. The Hunger Games it explores issues like poverty, inequality of wealth, 

commodification and how strong the power of television really is. It also boosted the status of Young Adult 

literature, something that the Harry Potter franchise had previously started. 

Species Plantarum - Published in 1753 by Carl von Linne. He was a Swedish biologist and physician who 

formalised binomial nomenclature, the modern system of naming organisms. He is known as the "father or 

modern taxonomy." 

 

 

Each student will receive a World Book Day 

token which entitles them to either a free World 

Book Day book, or £1 off a book of their choice.  

 

 

 

 

The ILC  are having a ‘guess the book title’ emoji quiz  for students to take part in.  

Winners will be entered into a draw to win a book and all participants can  
collect a badge from the ILC desk.  
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There will also be an Author Spotlight feature each week of Term 4 in the Parent/Carer Bulletin. The graphic will tell 

you about an author and their books. Keep an eye out each week and you might discover some new favourites.  

Here is this week’s Author Spotlight: 
 

 
 

 
 

From: Ms Bryer - Head of PSHE 
 
Blunt Truth  
 

Wiltshire and Swindon’s Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office the ‘Blunt Truth’ will be 
delivered to Year 9 PSHE students throughout the day on Friday 7th March. 
 

‘Blunt Truth’ is a session which empowers young people to make the right decision in 
reporting someone they know who carries a weapon. The session also touches on basic First Aid and how to help 
someone who has been injured. It is an interactive session with a short delivery by the Police, followed by an NHS 
Doctor or Trauma Nurse and some group work. 
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What are the key dates I need to be aware of this term? 

Over the course of this term, you need to be aware of the following:  

 This term  Next term 

Year 7 • Monday 24th February – Term 4 

commences for all students 

• Thursday 27th March – School closes 

at 1.30pm to all students for Year 7 

online subject consultation 

meetings.  These are held from 

2.30pm-7.30pm, more information 

to follow.  

• Friday 4th April – Term 4 ends at 

1.30pm for all students 

• Tuesday 22nd April – Term 5 

commences for all students 

• Thursday 8th May – School closes at 

1.30pm for all students for Year 8 

subject consultation meetings 

• Friday 23rd May – Term 5 ends at 

3pm for all students 
 

 

What will my child be learning this term? 

Each subject has provided for you a breakdown of what will be studied in each subject this term. This can be found 

on our website here in the form of a curriculum map: Curriculum Overview | St Laurence School 

 

 This term  Next term 

Year 8 • Monday 24th February – Term 4 

commences for all students 

• Thursday 13th March – Year 8 full 

report issued 

• Thursday 27th March – School closes 

at 1.30pm to all students for Year 7 

subject consultation meetings 

• Friday 4th April – Term 4 ends at 

1.30pm for all students 

 

• Tuesday 22nd April – Term 5 

commences for all students 

• Thursday 8th May – School closes at 

1.30pm for all students for Year 8 

online subject consultation 

meetings.  These are held from 

2.30pm-7.30pm, more information 

to follow.  

• Friday 23rd May – Term 5 ends at 

3pm for all students 

 

What will my child be learning this term? 

Each subject has provided for you a breakdown of what will be studied in each subject this term. This can be found 

on our website here in the form of a curriculum map: Curriculum Overview | St Laurence School 

 

 

 

 

https://www.st-laurence.com/curriculum-overview
https://www.st-laurence.com/curriculum-overview
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 This term  Next term 

Year 9 • Monday 24th February – Term 4 

commences for all students 

• Wednesday 26th February – Year 9 

Options form return deadline  

• Thursday 6th March – Y9 Black Rock 

Parents information evening 6pm-

7pm Trinity Hall 

• Thursday 27th March – School closes 

at 1.30pm to all students for Year 7 

subject consultation meetings 

• Friday 4th April – Term 4 ends at 

1.30pm for all students 

• Tuesday 22nd April – Term 5 

commences for all students 

• Thursday 8th May – School closes at 

1.30pm for all students for Year 8 

subject consultation meetings 

• Thursday 8th May – Year 9 full 

report issued 

• Friday 23rd May – Term 5 ends at 

3pm for all students 
 

 

What will my child be learning this term? 

Each subject has provided for you a breakdown of what will be studied in each subject this term. This can be found 

on our website here in the form of a curriculum map: Curriculum Overview | St Laurence School 

 

 

 This term  Next term 

Year 10 • Monday 24th February – Term 4 

commences for all students 

• Thursday 27th March – School closes 

at 1.30pm to all students for Year 7 

subject consultation meetings 

• Friday 4th April – Term 4 ends at 

1.30pm for all students 

• Tuesday 22nd April – Term 5 

commences for all students 

• Week commencing 22nd April – Year 

10 written papers start 

• Thursday 8th May – School closes at 

1.30pm for all students for Year 8 

subject consultation meetings 

• Friday 23rd May – Term 5 ends at 

3pm for all students 

 

What will my child be learning this term? 

Each subject has provided for you a breakdown of what will be studied in each subject this term. This can be found 

on our website here in the form of a curriculum map: Curriculum Overview | St Laurence School 

 

  

https://www.st-laurence.com/curriculum-overview
https://www.st-laurence.com/curriculum-overview


7 | P a g e  
 

 This term  Next term 

Year 11 • Monday 24th February – Term 4 

commences for all students 

• W/c Monday 10th March – Year 11 

core mock exams 

• Thursday 27th March – School closes 

at 1.30pm to all students for Year 7 

subject consultation meetings 

• Friday 4th April – Term 4 ends at 

1.30pm for all students 
 

• Tuesday 22nd April – Term 5 

commences for all students 

• Thursday 1st May – Year 11 report 

issued 

• Thursday 8th May – School closes at 

1.30pm for all students for Year 8 

subject consultation meetings 

• Thursday 8th May – GCSE written 

exams begin 

• Friday 23rd May – Term 5 ends at 

3pm for all students 

 

What will my child be learning this term? 

Each subject has provided for you a breakdown of what will be studied in each subject this term. This can be found 

on our website here in the form of a curriculum map: Curriculum Overview | St Laurence School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Drama Department 
 

The cast and crew of our NT Connections play 'You 2.0' really enjoyed the workshop that was held on 
Monday 3rd March.  
 

Run by a director from the Bristol Old Vic the students worked on ensemble movement and transitions, 
and we all came away with some good idea to apply to our remaining rehearsals of the play.  
 

The performance in school takes place at 7:00pm on  Friday 28th March in Trinity Hall and we'd love as 
many people as possible to support as it will be watched by an assessor from the National Theatre.  
 

Tickets for this will be available on ParentPay soon. The play will also be performed at the Bristol Old Vic 
Weston studios on Wednesday 2nd April and tickets for this will be available from Monday 3rd March 
directly from the theatre website NT Connections 2025 | Bristol Old Vic. 
 

The cast and crew are reminded that there will be a whole day rehearsal on Saturday 22nd March from 
10:00am – 3:00pm. Students should wear comfortable clothing and bring food/drink for the day. They 
are also off timetable for technical and dress rehearsals on Friday 28th March, prior to the evening 
performance.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.st-laurence.com/curriculum-overview
https://bristololdvic.org.uk/whats-on/mini-series/nt-connections-2025
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From: Mrs Butterworth - Head of Social Sciences 
 

Social Sciences Opportunities 
 

We are delighted that a range of speakers are giving up their time to support our subject and give students an  
insight into careers this term. 
 

Monday 10th March, 3:00pm – 4:00pm 
Dr Antonietta Dicaccavo will be speaking to students about her career in CBT, Psychotherapy  and as a  
lecturer in counselling psychology. 

 

Friday 14th March, Period 4 and 5  
Former student Lucy Vincent, Founder of Food Behind Bars, will discuss the food in prisons programme.  

 
Monday 17th March, 3:00pm – 4:00pm  

Sam Osborne, a counsellor and gestalt psychologist, will be speaking to students about his journey into 
counselling and EMDR therapy. 

 

Students from Year 11-13 can sign up to the after school speakers with Mrs Butterworth. For sessions in Period 4 or 5 
students in the 6th Form with free periods can sign up with Mrs Butterworth 
 

 

From: PE Department  

Sporting Results and Upcoming Fixtures  

Results - Congratulations to all students involved 

Football 
St Laurence 0 – 6 Lydiard Park Academy (u14 Girls County Cup ¼ Final) 

Netball 
 St Laurence A 9 – 10 John of Gaunt A (Year 7 Netball) 

St Laurence B 11 – 8 John of Gaunt B (Year 7 Netball) 
Table Tennis 

 KS3 Wiltshire County Finals: 3rd Place 

 
Upcoming Fixtures 

Tuesday 4th March 

Year 10 West Wiltshire Netball Tournament at St Augustine’s. Return approx. 6pm. 

Year 8 Football vs Kingdown (H). Finish approx. 5:15pm 

Wednesday 5th March 

Year 7 Boys football (2 Teams) vs Kingdown (A). Return approx. 5:30pm 

Thursday 6th March 

Year 9 Boys football vs Kingdown (A). Return approx. 5:30pm 

Year 11 Boys football vs Kingdown (H). Finish approx. 5:30pm 

Dodgeball event at St Laurence. 
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From: The Careers Team 
 

 

 

Save Your School PTA  

Dear Parents, 

As a school community, we rely on the PTA to raise the vital funds needed for essential resources, school events, and 

enrichment activities that benefit all our children. However, without additional parental involvement, the PTA will 

face the difficult decision of having to cease its operations. 

We are asking for just a few hours of your time to join the PTA and help continue the tradition of enhancing our 

students’ educational experience. Whether it's assisting with fundraising events, organising school activities, or 

offering support behind the scenes, every bit of time you can contribute will make a significant difference. 

Being part of the PTA doesn’t require a huge time commitment—just a willingness to get involved and make a 

positive impact. Your participation will directly help fund important programs, from field trips to classroom supplies, 

and even extracurricular activities that enrich our children’s learning. 

Please consider stepping forward to keep the PTA running and ensure that our school continues to thrive. Together, 

we can make a lasting difference in the lives of our students. 

Please contact: Suzie Bowling suziebowling1@gmail.com 

mailto:suziebowling1@gmail.com
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Sent on behalf of: School Aged Immunisation Team 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 

Year 9 Td/IPV (DTP) & MenACWY vaccination 
 

Your Year 9 child is now due their Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio – (Td/IPV) & Meningitis ACWY (MenACWY) vaccinations, 
which will be delivered by the School Aged Immunisation Team at your child’s school in the new year. These 
vaccinations are offered to all boys and girls in Year 9 (aged 13/14 years). 
 

Full product details of the vaccines used can be found at: https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc: enter Nimenrix or 
MenQuadfi for information about the MenACWY vaccine, and Revaxis for information about the Td/IPV vaccine 
 

To consent for your child to receive the vaccination, or to decline, please click on the link below: 
https://www.bswschoolagedimms.co.uk/Forms/DTP 
 

The school code for your school is: WT137057 
 

You can also use this link to find out further information about the vaccination before you provide your response. 
If you have any difficulties completing the consent, please contact our Immunisation Team on 0300 247 0082 or 
email vcl.immunisations@nhs.net for support.  
 

Please respond as soon as possible to accept or decline the vaccination. Where no response is received, all young 
people will be offered the opportunity to discuss the vaccination and self-consent if appropriate.  
 

Once completed you will receive an automated email with a reference number as confirmation. Please check your 
junk/spam box if not in your in box and contact the team if it is not received. 
 

Information for parents and young people about all school aged vaccinations can be found on our website: 
wiltshirechildrensservices.co.uk  
 

Thank you, School Aged Immunisation Team 

 
 
What’s on the Menu? 

Click the link to our Catering page for information on all the different ways our  

students can enjoy healthy and nutritious meals at school: 

 

Catering | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc
https://www.bswschoolagedimms.co.uk/Forms/DTP
mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net
https://wiltshirechildrensservices.co.uk/
https://www.st-laurence.com/catering
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Ramadan Grab Bags are available throughout March; homemade pancakes are available on Shrove Tuesday 4th 
March.  
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   From: The Exams Department 
 
 

Timetable of Y11 March English & Maths Mock Exams                            

w/c 10 March 2025 (in Sports Hall) Week B 

Mon, 10 March   

Lesson 1&2  8.35am - Maths paper 1 1h30m (non-calculator) 

Lesson 4&5 

early lunch 
1.00pm - English Language 1h  

Tue, 11 March   

Lesson 4&5 

early lunch 
1.00pm - Maths paper 2 1h30m (calculator) 

Wed, 12 March  

Lesson Tut&1 8.35am - English Literature 45m  

Lesson 4&5 

early lunch 
1.00pm - Maths paper 3 1h30m (calculator) 

 

• All Y11 students will be involved in these exams, and they will be held in the Sports Hall.  

• Students should gather under the DT canopy at the times indicated above before making their way to the Sports 

Hall. 

• Students who are in other rooms due to agreed access arrangements will be collected from the canopy by 

reception. 

• All information relating to exams will be displayed on the exams notice board and on Student Portal. 

• On exam days students will be free to go home after the last exam of the day or if they need to remain on site to 

wait for transport, a room will be provided for this.  
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Online Safety 
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Community News 

 

 

 

6th Form Student to run the Bath Half Marathon in Aid of Refugee Charity 

 
 
On Sunday 16th March, Year 13 student Luke Hughes will be joining  
15,000 other runners to complete the “BATHHALF”.  
 

If you wish to donate and help Luke reach his goal, this is his fund-raising page: 
https://care4calais.enthuse.com/pf/luke-hughes-bath-half 
 

You can find out more about Luke’s chosen charity here: Care4Calais | Refugee Charity 
| Fundraise Donate Volunteer 

https://care4calais.enthuse.com/pf/luke-hughes-bath-half
https://care4calais.org/
https://care4calais.org/

